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Casualty of Divorce Case Gets a New Lease on Life  
By  Marei Hunder  
 
Anyone who has ever been involved 
in a divorce case, whether they are 
half of the couple that is parting ways 
or otherwise involved, knows one 
thing: divorce is not pretty.  Many 
times, animals turn out to be victims, 
and they unfortunately cannot speak 
their minds in the situation.  Recently, 
the Georgia Department of Agricul-
ture was notified of one such occur-
rence.  Animal Control officers con-
tacted GDA Inspector Marei Hunter.  
They had been tipped off about a 
horse that was being locked in a ga-
rage with all of the doors closed.  
Upon arrival, Marei discovered an 
emaciated horse that was in fact 
trapped in a garage, with only barbed 
wire up across a section where a gate 
used to stand.  The only companion 
that the horse had was an old, junky 
boat.   
 
After doing some research, Marei discovered that the couple that owned the property had divorced.  The 
woman had moved her horses to a nice, safe pasture.  However, perhaps in order to get revenge on her ex -
husband, she had locked his horse in the garage.  Since the man was not permitted on the property, he could 
not feed/water his horse and was unaware of the situation.  Multiple notes left for the owners to contact Marei 
went unanswered and violation notices issued continued to be ignored.  Finally, Marei contacted the judge 
that handled the divorce case.  He wrote orders for Marei to feed and care for the horse over the weekend, 
until the case could be brought up on Monday.  A generous local feed store donated feed, and the horse was 
a happy camper.  
(continued on the following page)  
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Whoõs Who 
Georgia Equine Rescue League, Ltd.  

 
Board Members  

 
Patty Livingston, President  

(770) 867 -0760  /  gerlpatty@yahoo.com  
Ken Archer, Vice President  

(770) 554 -1381  /  gerlken@bellsouth.net  
Diana Kelsey DeMoss / Treasurer  

(770) 267 -0867  /  gerlnaners@windstream.net  
Anne Ensminger / Secretary  

(770) 464 -3348 / missanne612@bellsouth.net  
Steven Neal / Alternate  

(706) 342 -3422 / gerlsteven@bellsouth.net  
 

Area Coordinator Directors  
Jack & Dotti Carter  

(706) 896 -4997  /  (706) 835 -5677  
frogleap@windstream.net  

 
Foster  Coordinator - Becky Gregory  
(770) 207 -4762  /  gerlbeck@aol.com  

 
Adoption Coordinator - Position Available  

 
Events Coordinator - Susan Archer  

(770) 554 -1381  /  susangerl3@bellsouth.net  
 

Volunteer Coordinator - Leisa McCannon  
(770) 267 -6912 / gerlvolunteers@yahoo.com  

 
Web Master - Steve DeMoss  

steve@gerlltd.org  
 
 

Newsletter Editor -  Betty Evenson  
(706) 265 -5045  /  gerlbetty@aol.com  

*Please submit all newsletter materials by the 10th 
of each month for submission in the  
following monthõs newsletter. 

 
 

GERL Advisory Board  
Billy Myers, DVM  

Kenneth Marcella, DVM  
William Baker, DVM  
Jennifer Baker, DVM  

 
To report a case of equine abuse,  

call the Georgia Department  
of Agricultureõs Equine Division 

Monday - Friday  /  8:30 am - 4:30 pm  
(404) 656 -3713 or (800) 282 -5852  

 
If you would like GERL to assist with an  
Equine Abuse case call (770) 464 -0138  

 
If you are interested in becoming an Area Coord.  

for a county not listed, please contact  
Jack or Dottie Carter (706) 896 -4997 / (706) 835 -

5677 or  frogleap@windstream.net  
 

Casualty of Divorce Case Gets a New Lease on Life  
(continued from the previous page)  

 
Before the judge on Monday, the woman naturally claimed to 
have been feeding the horse all along.  She denied knowing 
the reason why the horse is thin.  However, the judge ruled 
in the horseõs favor and he became the property of GDA.  
Colter, as he is now affectionately known, thrived at the im-
pound barn.  He gained weight and became loved by many 
of the barn workers and volunteers.  Once in good body con-
dition, Colter was test -ridden and GDA workers discovered 
he is quite well -trained and talented.  A dedicated volunteer, 
as well as Inspector Courtney Farnon, rode Colter and pre-
pared him to be sold at the Foxhall Farm sale in June.   
 

After seeing him advertised in the sale catalog, a trainer 
contacted her about one of her studentõs interest in Colter.  
Never having been to an auction, Kim Ford brought her 
daughter, Callie, to the sale.  Although nervous, Colter put 
on quite a show and won the approval of the Ford family.  He 
now has a wonderful new home and is behaving beautifully 
for Callie.  They have so much fun together and have partici-
pated successfully in shows and camps over the past 
month.  Colterõs story is definitely proof that good things can 
happen in bad situations.  
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Rita Benfield - Douglas, Haralson, Carroll Counties  
(770) 489 -0212 / ritabenfield@yahoo.com  

Annette Raybon - Paulding , Cobb, Bartow Counties  
(770) 445 -8655 / raybonta@bellsouth.net  

Susan Wrensen - Cherokee County  
(770) 331 -6947 / swrensen@comcast.net  

LeighAnn Holton - Glynn, McIntosh, Wayne,  
Brantley & Camden Counties  

(912) 267 -0912 / jpj_associates@comcast.net  
Bob & Judy McCrory -  Harris, Meriwether, Marion,  

Chattahoochee, Talbot, Troup & Muscogee Counties  
(706) 582 -3268  /  ridgeway12@aol.com  

Lynn McMinn - Gwinnett, Walton, Oconee Counties  
(404) /372-9245 / lynn.mcminn@yahoo.com  

Tanya Kingsley - Jasper, Butts, Monroe, Jones  
& Putnam Counties  

(706) 468 -0794 / twkings@gmail.com  
Susie Bond - Newton, Morgan & Green Counties  

(770) 464 -4353  /  gerlsusie@att.net  
Kriston Glushko - Polk & Floyd Counties  

(678) 757 -1138 / krgs@earthlink.net  
Cambria Moon - Haralson, Polk, Floyd Counties  
(770) 597 -4438  /   info@willowhillfarmllc.com  

Victoria & Mark Eubanks - Banks & Franklin Counties  
(706) 335 -0122 / Victoria_is@yahoo.com  

Judy Ricketson -  Lowndes County  
(229) 300 -9926 / gerljudy@hotmail.com  

Deborah Stewart - Bartow County  
(678) 721 -0712  /  deborah4768@att.net  

Ray Ziebell - Dawson & Pickens Counties  
(770) 354 -0293 / razfences@msn.com  

Marion Cobb - Forsyth County  
(404) 625 -0346  /  macobb@bellsouth.net  

Dotti & Jack Carter - Towns Counties  
(706) 896 -4997  /  (706) 835 -5677  

frogleap@windstream.net  
Charles & Linda DeVane - Brooks, Thomas &  

Cook Counties  
(229) 263 -7714  /  (229) 560 -0844  

Christina Gilham - Coweta & Heard Counties  
(770) 605 -6753  /  spotnnotfarm@bellsouth.net  

Rosa Allen - Habersham. Rabun & White Counties  
(706) 782 -5969  /  (404) 316 -9417  / rpallen@windstream.net  

Debbie Whitworth - Elbert & Hart Counties  
(706) 283 -0802  /  (404) 805 -4409  /  rlwdpw@hotmail.com  

Cynthia Brayton - Rockdale & Henry Counties  
(404) 374 -2980  /  cebrayton@comcast.net  
Linda Tucker - Jackson & Barrow Counties  
(678) 770 -7704  /  lindahoschton@aol.com  

Nicki Thigpen - Warren, McDuffie & Columbia Counties  
(706) 755 -4375  /  daydreamfarmga@yahoo.com  

Suzanne Economopoulos - Fulton County  
(404) 948 -1041  /  (770) 377 -4363  /  

zan2970@mindspring.com  
Kristen Hopkins - Toombs, Montgomery, Emanuel,  

& Candler Counties  
(912) 614 -7893  /  hopkins.kristen@gmail.com  
Marla Morris - Lamar, Upson & Pike Counties  

(770) 584 -9554  /  georgiashebear@yahoo.com  
Cathy Hackle - Twiggs, Bleckley, Wilkinson Counties  

(478) 957 -3875  /  chackle@windstream.net  
Eddy O'Hern - Houston, Bibb & Peach Counties  

(478) 328 -8308  /  (478) 397 -1135  /  edohern@bellsouth.net  
Ann -Maxwell Searcy -  Fannin & Gilmer Counties  

(706) 838 -4268  /  (cell) 770 363 -4589  /  
am@eastwestmorgans.com  

BJ Morris -  Fannin & Gilmer Counties  
(706) 838 -4268  /  (706) 663 -8717  /  

bj@eastwestmorgans.com  
Debora Hines - Thomas & Mitchell Counties  

(229) 403 -9386  /  dhines@mchsi.com  
Michelle Williams - Spalding County  

(770) 229 -4892  /  (404) 290 -8155  /  shelly@kuntrylivin.com  
Angela Hughes - Pierce, Bacon, Appling,  

Tattnall, Long & Liberty Counties  
(912) 202 -8554  /  info@helphorses.net  

Cynthia Anderson - Baldwin & Putnam Counties  
(770) 713 -9887  /  gomaisfat@yahoo.com  

Darla Money - Gordon, Whitfield & Murray Counties  
(678) 986 -3386  /  dmoneycat@yahoo.com  

Helen Abercrombie - Union County  
(706) 781 -9215  /  helenaber1@yahoo.coim  

Donna Williams - Union County  
(706) 781 -9111  /  dtuttlew@windstream.net  

 
 

GERL Area Coordinators  

 
FRIGHT 

FEST 
October 29th ñ31st  

mailto:info@willowhillfarmllc.com
mailto:zan2970@mindspring.com
mailto:hopkins.kristen@gmail.com
mailto:georgiashebear@yahoo.com
mailto:chackle@windstream.net
mailto:edohern@bellsouth.net
mailto:am@eastwestmorgans.com
mailto:bj@eastwestmorgans.com
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LET ME SAY THIS 
é ABOUT THAT 
By  Patty Livingston, 

President  
 

Well, our first vaccina-
tion clinic is behind us 
and we are getting 
ready for clinic number 
2 which is scheduled 
for Sept. 25 th in Val-
dosta.   We spent 100% 
of the $10,000 grant 
funds from PetSmart, 
plus $5,000 of our own 
money on vaccinations, 
so far, this year.  We 
paid for 50% of the vac-

cinations (and Coggins) that were offered in our two 
clinics and learned that it cost approximately $2,000 
to vaccinate a little over 100 horses.   This is valuable 
information for future reference.  We decided to hold 
off on hosting more vaccination clinics for this year 
until more grant funds can be secured.    Of course, 
we will continue to pay for all of the vaccinations for 
all of the impounded horses picked up by the Georgia 
Dept. of Agriculture.  
In a recent discussion with the program manager for 
PetSmart Charities, I was told that they would most 
likely not offer grants like the one we received for 
vaccinations last October because they didnõt feel it 
was a good use of their money.  I did throw out some 
numbers about the high incidence of Eastern Equine 
Encephalitis (EEE) in South Georgia, but Iõm not sure 
that will make a difference in their decision -making.  I 
would really like to make vaccination clinics available 
annually in South Georgia because of their EEE fatali-
ties.  I think it is important to make people aware and 
offer discount clinics to encourage them to vaccinate.     
I recently received a call from New South Equine 
Medicine in Watkinsville telling me about a vaccina-
tion grant that was being offered by the American As-
sociation of Equine Practitioners (AAEP) in conjunc-
tion with the Unwanted Horse Veterinary Relief Cam-
paign.   Intervet/Schering -Plough Animal Health was 

offering to provide the facilities who were awarded 
the grant with vaccines to disperse.  The vaccines 
were to be shipped to the AAEP -member equine vet-
erinarian, in this case that was New South Equine 
Medicine.   By the time I received the call we only had 
three days to pull the application off of their website, 
complete it and send it in.  Of course, we dropped 
everything we were doing and pulled all of the neces-
sary information together in order to apply.    Less 
than a month later we received a letter from AAEP 
letting us know that we had been awarded a small 
supply of vaccines that included 50 doses of 5 -way 
and 10 doses of the Rabies vaccines.   This was a 
wonderful little shot in the arm!  (No pun intended)  
We decided that these vaccines will be used for the 
horses at the impound barns.   The AAEP encouraged 
us to re -apply for this program in 2011 and you can be 
sure that we will certainly do that.  
I met with Shannon Marler recently and she is busy 
researching grant possibilities for castration clinics.  
We are actually a little late in the year to find grant 
monies available since many companies typically re-
quire applications be submitted in the February time-
frame.  However, it doesnõt hurt to look and get an 
education of what is available out there.  In the mean-
time, Iõve been giving a lot of thought about the cas-
tration clinics and have realized that we are going to 
need to talk to somebody who has actually been in-
volved in one so that we can get some ideas about 
how to host such a thing in the most efficient manner.    
We have been able to build good relationships with 
the veterinarians who have been involved in the vacci-
nation clinics down south and it is my hope that we 
can work together again, perhaps next year, on a cas-
tration clinic.  Thatõs my tentative goal, anyway.  Of 
course, we have great working relationships with all 
of the veterinarians that we use in other areas of 
Georgia, as well.   So, the plan is to get one castration 
clinic under our belt and then talk to other vets to see 
who might have an interest in being involved in future 
clinics.  Iõm not sure that there is one area of Georgia 
that has more stallions than another, so I donõt think 
location matters so much.  Let me say this, about 
thatéwith castration, the need is everywhere!    
 

 

GERL Stallions to Gelding Program  

Stallions Gelded To Date By GERL:   20 
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A Note from the  
Secretaryõs Desk 
By Anne Ensminger  

 
I was a òhorse crazyó little girl 
and that has never changed.  
Well, the òlittle girló part 
changed quite some time ago 
but I still love horses and spend 
many hours of each day riding 
them, caring for them, looking 
at them and enjoying their 
beauty, or conversing with my 

fellow GERL Board members as we try to figure out 
how we can help another horse that is hungry or in 
pain.  The small part I have played in the day to day 
business of GERL, has always been very satisfying for 
me and I hope I will be able to serve for a long, long 
time.  
 
Many years ago I heard someone say that the only 
SURE things in this old world are death and taxes.  I 
think we have to add ôchangeõ to that short list.  Cer-
tainly, our world is constantly changing.  For the most 
part, change is probably good but the increase in out-
right equine abuse that we are seeing, is a change 
that I find frightening.  Is this really a change or have I 
just led a sheltered life?   
 
How can a person be responsible for the care of a 
horse and not do something for it when it is foundered 
and in so much pain that it cannot walk a short dis-
tance to get water?  How can another person have 
several horses standing in a dirt lot, in the hot Geor-
gia sun, with no food or water, slowly becoming walk-
ing skeletons and not do something about that?  What 
about a person who would keep a horse in a pit with 
little food or water for weeks and watch it slowly die?  
Read our cover story this month about Colter and try 
to imagine how being involved in a divorce could 
prompt a human being to put a wonderful horse like 
that in a garage so that the estranged spouse could 

not find him.  
 
My òeditorial commentó this month comes from the 
deep frustration I feel when I realize that the above 
listed incidents are true.  We donõt make this stuff up!  
Added is the fact that these are only a few of many 
cases which are known to GERL.  We are very aware 
that the GDA, Equine Division, deals with many more 
cases than we will ever learn about.  Of course these 
stories make us angry and ever more determined to 
see that these horses receive the care they need éé. 
BUT until the uncaring people who let horses starve 
and suffer like this, receive the punishment they de-
serve and not just a òslap on the handsó, the down-
ward spiral in the level of conscience for some horse 
owners will continue.  I have said many times how 
proud I am of the Georgia laws that protect equine.   
With that pride in my heart, I beg prosecutors and 
judges to see that this ..é.é (is it a CHANGE in hu-
man nature?) ........ is not allowed to continue without 
the most severe penalties allowed by law.    At the 
very least, the offenders should be made to pay for 
the rehabilitation of their horses which are legally im-
pounded by GDA Inspectors or County Animal Control 
Officers.   
 
Because GERL enjoys a coveted 501c3 status which 

allows for donations to be tax deductible, the organi-

zation is prohibited from participating in any type of 

political lobby.  Were that not the case, Iõm sure GERL 

would be very active in trying to make the equine pro-

tection laws that we already have, more effective by 

insuring  severe penalties for offenders.  As it is, we 

must simply continue to raise money to take care of 

the ever growing number of horses which need our 

help and I, not in my role as a member of the GERL 

Board of Directors, but as a concerned horse lover, 

can only beg for, and continue to hope for some 

CHANGES that will benefit abused horses and punish 

cruel and thoughtless owners.  

Happy  
HALLOWEEN! 
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Thank You To Our Foster Homes  
 

Belinda & Hannah Carruth  
for fostering Aurora  

 
Dotti & Jack Carter  

for fostering Big Man (aka Beau)  
 

Diana & Steve DeMoss  
for fostering White Cloud & Grant  

 
Anne Ensminger  

for fostering Honor  
 

April & Stoney Goss  
for fostering Highway  

 
Lisa & Randy King  

for fostering Lil Lady  
 

Patty Livingston  
for fostering Red Man  

 
Tiffany Bergdorf  

for fostering Lucky  
 

Allison Altman  
for fostering Maggie Mae, Buck Wild  

Red Sonny Bone O  
 

Sue Crane  
for fostering Bandit  

 
Alline Jones  

for fostering Jenna  
 

Steven Neal  
for fostering Smokey & Sable  

 
Kim & Dan Smith  

for fostering Hay Baler  
 

Debbie & Robert Whitworth  
for fostering Darla & Spanky  

 
Tamma Trump  

for fostering Hope  
 

Jacki Moore & Leslie Lambert  
for fostering Vandy  

 
Cheryl Popiel  

for fostering Charity  
 

Valerie Puryear  
for fostering Thunder  

 
Donna Pieper & Keith Fleming  
for fostering Hotrod & Nellie  

 
Richard & Doris Buckley  

for fostering Pumpkin  
 

Patty & Phil Henry  
for fostering Chester  

 

Thank You  
Dr. Ken Marcella  

 
for providing our  

membership  
with such informative  
articles each month.  

 
See page 11  

for this monthõs article 
 

 

 
Please Help!  

GERL receives money  
for the following ...  

 
Please save Proof Of Purchase  

seals from bags  
of these Southern States  

feeds ...  
Legends, Triple Crown & Reliance  

 
and send them to:  

 
Ginny Scarritt  

4835 Kendall Court  
Atlanta, GA  30342  

We Want To Hear From You!  
 

We welcome our memberõs contributions to our newsletter. 
 
Are you a foster home for GERL horses?  We would love to 
hear about your foster horse(s) and what the experience has 
been like for you.  
 
Have you adopted a horse from GERL?  How about sending us 
an update with photos and a short story about you and your 
new family member?  
 
Have you taken a great trip that involved horses? Many of us 
camp and ride at some really wonderful places and we are 
sure that our members would like to hear more about these 
and other horsey trips.  
 

FRIGHT FEST 
October 29th - 31st  
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GERL Volunteer of the Month  
By  Patty Livingston  

 
Iõll never forget the first time I 
met Debora Hines.  I had been 
doing a lot of work on the new 
GERL regional plan and was spe-
cifically looking for someone in 
the southern part of the state who 
would take ownership to help im-
plement it.  I was coming back 
from a trip to Florida and re-
ceived a phone call from GERL 
Area Coordinator, Charles 
DeVane, who wanted to know if I 
had time to stop for lunch on my 
way back to Atlanta.  He was very 
excited about a new person that 
he had met and who had a lot of 
interest in finding out more about 
GERL and perhaps volunteering.   
I arrived at the Clarian Inn restau-
rant in Valdosta and met a dy-
namic ball of energy!    We dis-
cussed the regional plan and the 
idea to host a vaccination clinic in 
order to make people more 
aware of GERL and to spend some of the grant dollars.  Debora eagerly accepted the challenge to put it all 
together.  It was a great meeting and I was so excited that I had received that call.  Debora joined GERL imme-
diately and became an Area Coordinator.  Because of her exceptional organizational skills, positive, òget er 
doneó attitude, I knew that we had also found the Area Coordinator Lead we were looking for.   I called Dotti 
Carter on the way home to tell her the great news!  
 
 Debora is also well versed with rescuing horses.  She and her friend, Aimee Vipond have created a Christian -
based horse rescue organization called Equine Harmony and they have rescued many horses in their area.   
In fact, Debora lives on a 30+ acre farm that she shares with several of her rescue horses, her husband, 
Kevin, some dogs and several cats.  She has a huge heart when it comes to animals.  
She is responsible for putting together the first GERL vaccination clinic held recently in Cairo, GA.  She de-
signed and created our vaccination form.  She called all of the vets and talked to them many times about the 
types of vaccinations we should include, clinic pricing, set -up and all of the other details involved in putting on 
a clinic.   The clinic went very smooth and all of the long hours of preparation and planning really paid off.   It 
was a great success and helped a lot of people in the community.   
 
Debora was voted hands down as the recipient of the Volunteer of the Month for all she does for GERL and the 
horses!   My hatõs off to you, Debora Hines!  Thank You! 

 
HAPPY 

THANKSGIVING!!!  
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GERL Members - Out and About  


