
1 

The Story of Blaze 
By Debra Young 

 

I was brand spanking new to the foster 

program with GERL.  BJ Morris and 

Ann-Maxwell Searcy, the Fannin & 

Gilmer County Coordinators had in-

spected and approved my ranch in Oc-

tober, 2010 for foster care.  Gaited 

horses have been a part of my life for 

years; needless to say, I was excited 

and honored to be approved. 

  

Becky Gregory, the Foster Coordina-

tor, called me the week of December 

15th about fostering two seven year old mares that were to be seized by the GDA.  She informed me that one 

of the mares was in very poor condition with a hoof abscess, and that both of the mares were rated a 1.5 con-

dition.  BJ called me and said she and I would be picking up three horses - two mares for me and one young 

gelding for her.   

  

We pulled up to the homestead where we found seven horses being kept in the front yard no more than a 1/4 

acre.  It was on a slope, ankle deep in mud and manure, no fresh water source.  Ray Ziebell met us there to 

help with the transfer of ownership, loading and to give me meds/care instructions.  He was holding a lead 

rope for the injured, very thin mare, Blaze - her right, front hoof was heavily bandaged - the entire leg was 

swollen, she rolled her hoof over to walk and the left knee was showing the effect of bearing too much 

weight.  The vet had taken a large nail out the day before. The owner of these horses was standing nearby cry-

ing saying how she was going to miss them, especially Ginger, the other mare I was going to foster.  Ginger 

stood next to her with a light weight coat on - I didn't take a look under the coat until we got to my ranch. 

   

Georgia Equine Rescue League, Ltd. 

P.O. Box  328 

Bethlehem, Ga. 30620 

770-464-0138 

http://www.gerlltd.org  

reply@gerlltd.org 

   

  
Inside this issue: 

  Let me say this...about that, Patty Livingston...Page 5 

  Volunteer of the Quarter...Page 8 

  Annual meetingéòLetôs talk about moneyò...Page 32, 33 

  GERL Calendar of Events...Page 38 

With Your Help...We Will Make a Difference! 

December, January & February  2011 Newsletter 



2 

The Story of Blaze 
(continued from the front page) 

 

Blaze was doing her best to stand, and the walk from the 

driveway to the horse trailer was painfully arduous.  We 

wondered if she could make the step up - she surprised us 

by loading with little trouble.  The question was could she 

stand for the trip.  The other two horses loaded without 

incident.  The still weeping owner had followed us to the 

trailer, and I assured her that I would take care of them like 

my own.  BJ and I were peeved that she could be so sad, 

and yet let them get into this condition!  Animal cruelty 

has different faces, but they are all ugly.  BJ and I took off 

for my ranch - we had to stop twice to make sure Blaze 

was still standing. 

  

We arrived at my ranch, unloaded the two mares and BJ 

took off for her place.  When Mac, my boyfriend, and I 

came back down to the barn to soak and rebandage Blaze's 

hoof, she was laying down in the stall resting.  Who knows 

when the last time was she had gotten to lay down and 

rest.  The stench when we took the dressing off was 

enough to knock us over!  I have seen many hoof ab-

scesses, but this one was horrendous!  It had to hurt, but 

Blaze was every bit the lady - no kicking, biting or moving 

- she stood there with her leg in a five gallon bucket while 

we petted her.  After 20 minutes of soaking, I put a heavy 

bandage on and went to take a good look at Ginger, the 

other mare. 

  

I removed the light weight coat from Ginger, and my 

mouth fell open!  Her back and sides were covered with 

horse bites and mange!  Some bites were open wounds, 

others trying to heal and she was pitifully thin.  The cold 

weather prohibited a good bath, so we gave her a horse 

spritz bath, applied antibiotic salve, put a cleaner coat on 

her and gave her some much needed petting.   

  

Dr. Zager with Ocoee Vet was scheduled to come out, but 

in the meantime, we continued with the soaking, antibiot-

ics, probiotics, salve and prescribed feeding program.  In a 

couple of days, Dr. Zager assessed Blaze - it was very seri-

ous -  the infection had gone up her leg, he thought the 

bone maybe involved, but wanted to give her a chance.  He 

changed her antibiotics, and instructed me to use a poly 

pipe he had cut in half to try and keep her hoof out-

stretched.  Dr. Zager said if Blaze made it, her name 

should be Noel - from that day on we called her Noel. He 

arrived two days later, and decided to debrade the entire 

hoof - thank goodness he put her out.  Dr. Zager didn't 

have a helper, so it was up to Mac and I to assist him.  I 

have a newfound respect for vet's assistants :)    I was to 

continue with the soaking, heavy bandage and poly 

pipe.  The pipe was not working.  She continued to roll her 

ankle over, so I came up with a new idea - pipe insulating 

cuff.  First wrap the hoof and ankle in cotton batting then 

take the largest size pipe insulator, cut it to hit a couple of 

inches below the knee and use duct tape to keep it all in 

place.  Low and behold, Noel started bearing weight on the 

toe of her injured hoof!  We were so excited!  Dr. Zager 

warned us that she had a long way to go. 

  

Dr. Zager called to let me know he was coming out for a 

recheck.  Just by coincidence, I thought, my good friends, 

BJ and Ann-Maxwell , showed up before he did.  He re-

moved the bandages, and showed me how her tendon had 

atrophied - he was going to have to put her down.  My Dad 

was out to help me clean the barn out, so we had to decide 

where to bury her - I cried like a baby.  My good friends 

had been to Dr. Zager's office earlier, and knew there was 

a good chance Noel would have to be put down, so came 

out to offer moral support - I am blessed to call them 

friends.  We laid her down in a small pasture behind my 

barn.  She went out like a lady - quietly, sweetly.  I called 

another friend to come out to bury her the next morning, so 

my Dad and I covered her with a tarp, weighed it down 

with stones and said our goodbyes - it was January 4th. 

  

Noel didn't deserve the life she had, but I can tell you the 

last days of her life were spent in a small pasture by the 

barn, laying in the sun, munching on grass and hay, bed-

ding down in a clean foaling stall with fresh water and lots 

of TLC.  She was no trouble, but a blessing.  I want to 

thank GERL for allowing me to care of her. 

  

By the way, Ginger is doing great!  The hair is growing 

back, she has put on 80#+, and thinks she is living at the 

Ritz Carlton - LOL!   
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Whoôs Who 
Georgia Equine Rescue League, Ltd. 

 

Board Members 

Patty Livingston, President 

(770) 867-0760  /  gerlpatty@yahoo.com 

Ken Archer, Vice President 

(770) 554-1381  /  gerlken@bellsouth.net 

Diana Kelsey DeMoss / Treasurer 

(770) 267-0867  /  diana@gerlltd.org 

Anne Ensminger / Secretary 

(770) 464-3348 / missanne612@bellsouth.net 

Steven Neal / Alternate 

(706) 342-3422 / gerlsteven@bellsouth.net 

 

Area Coordinator Directors - Jack & Dotti Carter  

(706) 896-4997  /  (706) 835-5677 

frogleap@windstream.net 

 

Foster  Coordinator - Becky Gregory 

(770) 207-4762  /  gerlbeck@aol.com 

Adoption Coordinator - Ruth Sarrett 

(706) 342-4097  /  gerlruth@aol.com 

Events Coordinator - Susan Archer 

(770) 554-1381  /  susangerl3@bellsouth.net 

Volunteer Coordinator - Position Vacant 

 

Education Coordinator - Robin Easley 

(770) 315-0226  /  gerlrobin@yahoo.com 

Public Relations Coordinator - Bob Long 

(678) 409-8893  /  housek9@windstream.net 

Webmaster - Steve DeMoss  

steve@gerlltd.org 

 

Newsletter Editor -  Betty Evenson 

(706) 265-5045  /  gerlbetty@aol.com 

*Call or email for deadlines 

 

GERL Advisory Board 

Billy Myers, DVM 

Kenneth Marcella, DVM 

William Baker, DVM 

Jennifer Baker, DVM 

 

To report a case of equine abuse, 

call the Georgia Department 

of Agricultureôs Equine Division 

Monday - Friday  /  8:30 am - 4:30 pm 

(404) 656-3713 or (800) 282-5852 

 

If you would like GERL to assist with an 

Equine Abuse case call (770) 464-0138 

 

Interested in becoming an Area Coordinator?  

Contact Jack or Dottie Carter  

(706) 896-4997 / (706) 835-5677 

or  frogleap@windstream.net 

 

Dr. Pattie Barnes D.V.M. 

for fostering Curious George 

 

Valerie Puryear 

for fostering Thunder 

 

Anthony Robinson 

for fostering Alf, 

Hammer & Bossy 

 

Debra Young 

for fostering Ginger 

 

Susan McCullar 

for fostering Trigger 

 

Jacquelin & Phil Twiss 

for fostering Lizzie 

 

Helen Abercrombie 

& Donna Williams 

for fostering Ladybug 

 

Natalie Thorn 

for fostering Bette & Bud 

 

Allison Altman  

for fostering Maggie Mae 

& Casey 

 

Debora Hines 

for fostering Big Jim 

 

John Absalon 

for fostering Silver 

 

Linda Kundell  

for fostering Captain Jack 

 

Alline Jones  

for fostering Jenna 

 

April & Stoney Goss 

for fostering Highway 

 

Debbie & Robert Whitworth  

for fostering Spanky 

 

Tiffany & Greg Bergdorf  

for fostering Lucky 

 

Steven Neal 

for fostering Smokey & Sable 

 

Kim Smith  

for fostering Hay Baler 

 

Cheryl Popiel 

for fostering Charity 

 

Lisa & Randy King  

for fostering Lil Lady 

& Gray Baby 

 

Tamma Trump 

for fostering Hope 

 

Linda Fears 

for fostering Roma 

 

Deborah Dickinson 

for fostering J.D. 

 

Patty Livingston 

for fostering Red Man 

& Bandit 

 

Ken & Susan Archer 

for fostering Barley & Cracker 

Jack 

 

Patty & Nick Howard  

for fostering Kyra & Rosie 

 

Jackie Moore 

& Leslie Lambert 

for fostering Vandy 

 

Anne Ensminger 

for fostering Honor 

 

Chad Moore 

for fostering Bo & Tie 

 

Marla Morris  

for fostering Mayday 

& Popcorn 

 

Michael Peck 

for fostering Apache 

Thank You To Our Foster Homes 

mailto:housek9@windstream.net
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Rita Benfield - Douglas, Haralson, Carroll Counties 

(770) 489-0212 / ritabenfield@yahoo.com 

Annette Raybon - Paulding , Cobb, Bartow Counties 

(770) 445-8655 / raybonta@bellsouth.net 

Susan Wrensen - Cherokee County 

(770) 331-6947 / swrensen@comcast.net 

LeighAnn Holton - Glynn, McIntosh, Wayne, 

Brantley & Camden Counties 

(912) 267-0912 / jpj_associates@comcast.net 

Bob & Judy McCrory -  Harris, Meriwether, Marion,  

Chattahoochee, Talbot, Troup & Muscogee Counties 

(706) 582-3268  /  ridgeway12@aol.com 

Lynn McMinn - Gwinnett, Walton, Oconee Counties 

(404)/372-9245 / lynn.mcminn@yahoo.com 

Tanya Kingsley - Jasper, Butts, Monroe, Jones 

& Putnam Counties 

(706) 468-0794 / twkings@gmail.com 

Susie Bond - Newton, Morgan & Green Counties 

(770) 464-4353  /  gerlsusie@att.net 

Kriston Glushko - Polk & Floyd Counties 

(678) 757-1138 / krgs@earthlink.net 

Cambria Moon - Haralson, Polk, Floyd Counties 

(770) 597-4438  /   info@willowhillfarmllc.com 

Victoria & Mark Eubanks - Banks & Franklin Counties 

(770) 363-0401  /  (404) 452-4073 / victoria_is@yahoo.com 

Judy Ricketson -  Lowndes County 

(229) 300-9926 / gerljudy@hotmail.com 

Deborah Stewart - Bartow County 

(770) 334-2672  /  dstewart4768@yahoo.com 

Ray Ziebell - Dawson & Pickens Counties 

(770) 354-0293 / razfences@msn.com 

Marion Cobb - Forsyth County 

(404) 625-0346  /  marioncobbjr@comcast.net 

Dotti & Jack Carter - Towns Counties 

(706) 896-4997  /  (706) 835-5677 

frogleap@windstream.net 

Charles & Linda DeVane - Brooks,  

Thomas & Cook Counties 

(229) 263-7714  /  (229) 560-0844 

Christina Gilham - Coweta & Heard Counties 

(770) 605-6753  /  spotnnotfarm@bellsouth.net 

Rosa Allen - Habersham. Rabun & White Counties 

(706) 782-5969  /  (404) 316-9417  / rpallen@windstream.net 

Debbie Whitworth - Elbert & Hart Counties  

(706) 283-0802  /  (404) 805-4409  /  rlwdpw@hotmail.com 

Cynthia Brayton - Rockdale & Henry Counties 

(404) 374-2980  /  cebrayton@comcast.net 

Linda Tucker - Jackson & Barrow Counties 

(678) 770-7704  /  lindahoschton@aol.com 

Nicki Thigpen - Warren, McDuffie & Columbia Counties 

(706) 755-4375  /  daydreamfarmga@yahoo.com 

Suzanne Economopoulos - Fulton County  

(404) 948-1041  /  (770) 377-4363  /  zan2970@mindspring.com 

Kristen Hopkins - Toombs, Montgomery, Emanuel, 

& Candler Counties 

(912) 614-7893  /  hopkins.kristen@gmail.com 

Marla Morris - Lamar, Upson & Pike Counties 

(770) 584-9554  /  georgiashebear@yahoo.com 

Cathy Hackle - Twiggs, Bleckley, Wilkinson Counties 

(478) 957-3875  /  chackle@windstream.net 

Eddy O'Hern - Houston, Bibb & Peach Counties 

(478) 328-8308  /  (478) 397-1135  /  edohern@bellsouth.net 

Ann -Maxwell Searcy -  Fannin & Gilmer Counties 

(706) 838-4268  /  (cell) 770 363-4589  /  

am@eastwestmorgans.com 

Debora Hines - Thomas & Mitchell Counties 

(229) 403-9386  /  dhines@mchsi.com 

Michelle Williams - Spalding County 

(770) 229-4892  /  (404) 290-8155  /  shelly@kuntrylivin.com 

Angela Hughes - Pierce, Bacon, Appling, 

Tattnall, Long & Liberty Counties  

(912) 202-8554  /  info@helphorses.net 

*Area Coordinator Lead for District #10  

Cynthia Anderson - Baldwin & Putnam Counties 

(770) 713-9887  /  gomaisfat@yahoo.com 

Darla Money - Gordon, Whitfield & Murray Counties  

(678) 986-3386  /  dmoneycat@yahoo.com 

Helen Abercrombie - Union County 

(706) 781-9215  /  helenaber1@yahoo.coim 

Donna Williams - Union County 

(706) 781-9111  /  dtuttlew@windstream.net 

Kim Bruce - Lumpkin County  

(770) 855-5727  /  kimbruce@dahlonega.org 

Kathleen Hales - Fayette , Coweta,  

Henry & Clayton Counties 

(770) 713-0684 /  chat2kat@bellsouth.net 

Michael Sanders - Houston, Bill & Peach Counties 

(480) 241-2383  /  mike.hybrid@gmail.com 

Cami Miranda - Richmond, Burke, Jefferson, Glascock, 

Washington, Johnson, Laurens & Emanual Counties 

(706) 833-7545  /  camimiranda1@gmail.com 

Linda Kundell - Oconee, Morgan, Oglethorpe,  

Athens & Clark Counties 

(706) 769-6395  /  kundell@bellsouth.net  

Randy Watson - Madison, Franklin, Elbert,  

Oglethorpe & Jackson Counties 

(706) 612-0231  /   jane.watson@merial.com 

GERL Area Coordinators 

 

mailto:info@willowhillfarmllc.com
mailto:zan2970@mindspring.com
mailto:hopkins.kristen@gmail.com
mailto:georgiashebear@yahoo.com
mailto:chackle@windstream.net
mailto:edohern@bellsouth.net
mailto:am@eastwestmorgans.com
mailto:kundell@bellsouth.net
mailto:jane.watson@merial.com
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Two thousand eleven is off to a 

running start for GERL.  It is 

down right exciting!   Much of 

my excitement comes with the 

realization that GERL is help-

ing lots of horses.  There seem 

to be horses needing help that 

we learn about almost every 

single day.   Weôve been taking 

in quite a few horses at the re-

quest of Georgia Department of 

Agriculture, as two of their 

equine impound facilities have 

been under quarantine; there-

fore they have been unable bring in new horses.  As is often 

the case, many of these horses were living in deplorable condi-

tions and needed to be moved immediately.  The fact that 

GERL has an opportunity to help GDA and these horses is 

gratifying.  The fact that these horses come into our care as 

ñowner releasedò is what concerns me.  This means that ne-

glectful owners have been allowed to simply DUMP responsi-

bility for their animals on someone else, in this case, GERL.  

These people will receive not so much as a slap on the wrist 

for allowing their horses to become emaciated to the point 

where intervention is required. 

     

   Last September I had an experience which began changing 

my thinking about how the widespread problem of equine ne-

glect in our state must be approached.  As part of a training 

seminar for law enforcement which I attended in Moultrie, 

GA., I had the opportunity to hear Dekalb County Animal 

Control Officer, Kevin Hearst speak.  His presentation was 

quite impressive and certainly one that got my attention.  The 

budget shortfalls experienced by the GDA Equine Program 

each year are legendary.  You can imagine why Officer Hearst 

had my full attention when he announced that the Dekalb 

County Sheriffôs Department (under which exists Animal Con-

trol), ended the year 2010 UNDER BUDGET and returned 

$811,170 to that countyôs general fund.  Furthermore, this is 

the tenth year in a row that this has been the case!  If Dekalb 

County has figured out how to do this, and it appears they 

have, GERL would like to encourage all agencies charged with 

the enforcement of equine protection laws in Georgia to follow 

their example!!  How did they do it?  Very simple.  They im-

pose FINES on neglectful animal owners and follow through 

in the collection of these fines.   

 

   Pardon me if I share my ongoing outrage at the realization 

that deadbeat equine owners have been allowed to escape all 

consequences for the misery they have caused for many inno-

cent animals.  During my term as GERL President, I have been 

personally involved as walking skeletons were seized just in 

time to save their lives, and loaded onto GDA or GERL trail-

ers.   I have tried to accept it each time I was told that the own-

ers were too poor to be able to pay the fines which legally 

could have been, but were not, imposed.  I was told that these 

people had children which needed food and shelter and those 

fines would further embarrass an already distressed financial 

situation.  In my mind, these fines are no different than those 

imposed when traffic laws are broken.  Traffic violation fines 

are collected without regard to an offenderôs financial situa-

tion.  In fact, if the fines are a tremendous hardship, they serve 

as an extremely effective deterrent to future offences. 

 

   Now here is the REAL picture as I see it concerning those 

who have their horses taken from them.  When on these 

scenes, I often observe recent manicures with false nails, ex-

pensive tattoos, the very latest in cell phone technology, a sat-

ellite for the best in TV reception, high end automobiles or 

trucks, and enough toys scattered over the yard to furnish a 

small day care center.  Yet these people can not afford to buy 

hay for their horses.   

   It seems to me that they make the choice to spend their 

money on exactly what they want.  There is always the sob 

story about how hard they have tried to find a new home for 

their horses but when you ask them if they have posted notices 

with pictures in local feed stores, or put an ad in a newspaper, 

they have not.  That is because they only WISH that they could 

be rid of the horses but could not be bothered by actually put-

ting out the effort to place them elsewhere. 

   I recently met with our new Agriculture Commissioner, Gary 

Black and presented an overview of who we are and what 

GERL does for the GDA.  I expressed our intention to con-

tinue our support and explained our goals as related to GDA.  

Part of my presentation involved pointing out how much 

money could be realized if every equine impoundment due to 

neglect, resulted in a fine for owners.  Commissioner Black 

explained that monies generated by fines for impounded 

equine, went to the stateôs general fund and did not specifically 

benefit the Equine Program.  I see no reason that this can not 

eventually be changed.  It is my fear that GDA will not be able 

to continue the Equine Program unless a way is found for it to, 

at least, sustain itself financially.  I believe that collection of 

legally imposed fines can even ensure profitability!  I stand 

firm in my belief that people who abuse and neglect equine 

should be punished and fined.  And let me say this about 

thaté.until this happens, we are not going to see any changes 

in what is going on regarding the rampant mistreatment of 

horses across the state of Georgia. 

LET ME SAY THIS é ABOUT THAT 

By  Patty Livingston, President 
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A Note from the 

Secretaryôs Desk 
By Anne Ensminger 

 

The New Year has begun and 
it is now mid January 2011. 
The main concern for the past 
few days around here has been 
the weather.  I know I am 
joined by many who have been 

stuck in the house for several days.  As I vacillate be-
tween ñcabin feverò and being grateful for my warm, 
comfortable home and for the time to reflect on all I 
have for which to be thankful, one of my thoughts is of 
an old horse named Honor and what a joy he has be-
come for me. 
 
You may recall that I wrote an article last year about 
how Honor came into my life.  While he technically 
belongs to GERL and I am just fostering him, he will 
never leave this farm, only over my dead body.  I gave 
him the name Honor because I took him in honor of 
the horses I have lost over the years.  He has since 
earned the name on his own merits.  Honor was dis-
covered somewhere way back in the North Georgia 
mountains by B.J. Morris and Ann Maxwell Searcy.  
They watched his physical condition decline to a point 
where they knew it was time to contact GERL and ask 
for help on his behalf.   
 
They described a near thirty year old, white Arab cross 
gelding, with a low body score, living alone in a small 
pasture with little grass and receiving no care.  The 
elderly lady, who had custody of the horse, was more 
than willing to sign him over to anyone who would 
come and get him.  Because the road would not accom-
modate a truck and trailer, B.J. and Ann Max rode their 
horses in a cold rain for several miles and ponied the 
old horse back to their farm. The next day they had 
him vetted which confirmed that his age was indeed 
near thirty, and placed his obvious low body score at 
around one and a half.  He had probably never seen an 
equine dentist and carried a very heavy parasite load.  
All of this was reversible except for his advanced age.  
Heck, I thought, I suffer from THAT problem and Iôm 
still good! Something in my heart just went out to the 
old horse and, sight unseen, he was delivered to my 
farm by B.J. and Ann Max several days later. 
After one year of good pasture, some needed dental 
care, regular worming, and lots of love , Honor is now 
fat, sassy, and happy.  You would never believe that he 
is of such an advanced age.  I was just standing on my 
back porch watching him carefully pawing the snow 
away from the tender grass to be found below.  While 

my other horses 
stand in the sun 
beside the barn 
waiting for the 
next time I go out 
there to throw hay, 
Honor is busy for-
aging for whatever 
the earth will pro-
vide.  I am certain 
that he survived 
the last few years 
only because of 
this instinct. 
 
As the recent bad 
weather raged, I 
separated Honor 
from the other horses because, since he is ñlow man on 
the totem poleò they, in a display of perfectly normal 
horse behavior, would not let him under the shelter and 
heaven forbid his thinking that he should have one of 
the small piles of hay I distributed around. 
 
He now occupies the lot between my house and the 
barn.  He has the entire hall of the barn to himself 
which provides excellent shelter from the snow and 
wind.  He gets all of the hay he wants, plus other small 
meals throughout the day.  Still, when the other horses 
get out of his sight, he worries.  Amazing, isnôt it?  He 
holds no grudge for the way they have treated him.  He 
totally forgives them and continues to seek their com-
pany. 
 
The reason I have loved horses since I was a little girl 
is because of their beauty, the way they smell, and how 
much fun it is to ride them.  Though I donôt ride nearly 
as much any more, I still greatly enjoy their beauty and 
the way they smell.  I now mostly enjoy just caring for 
them and have come to a much better understanding 
and appreciation of the nature of the horse, some of 
which has been regularly revealed to me by my pre-
cious old Honor.   
 
He is humble and honest and he graciously turns the 
other cheek when mistreated.  He is always where he is 
supposed to be and moves out of the way when he 
finds that he is not where he is supposed to be.  He ex-
pects nothing from his friends, yet still loves them un-
conditionally.  He always gives much more than he 
receives.  Many people in this world could learn a 
great deal from Honor.  He is my idea of a true role 
model and there is never a day that I am not grateful 
that he is here.   
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Bob Long ï GERL Public Relations Coordinator 

By Patty Livingston 

 

Have you ever met someone and you knew immediately that you were 

going to be seeing more of that person in the future?  Well, thatôs the feel-

ing I had when I first met Bob Long.  He called to get information about 

the GERL Christmas party and expressed an interest in attending.  You 

really never know if people will follow through after a conversation like 

that, especially with the promise of wintery weather in the forecast.  But, 

Bob did come and it was such a pleasure to meet him and learn that he 

was interested in getting more involved with GERL.   

 

Bob shared with me that he had only recently become a horse owner and 

was discovering how much he enjoyed riding and being around them.   

He also has a pony and two canine friends.  As President of the Winder 

Lunch Lions Club, he invited me to attend their next meeting.  I not only 

attended but was asked to speak to the group about GERL.  After the 

meeting, Bob and I discussed GERLôs need for a public relations person.  With his people and contact skills I 

felt that he would be perfect for the role.  A few days later Bob accepted the position and he has already 

started contacting newspapers and magazines in an effort to get GERLôs name and mission out to the public.  

Please join me in welcoming Bob Long to the position of GERL Public Relations Coordinator! 

Bob & Mystique  

 

Decatur GDA employees and volunteers 

who helped with the recent auction. 

Decatur Impound GDA Horse Auction  

By Patty Livingston 

It was a windy day last December 4th when the Georgia 

Department of Agriculture held a horse auction to find 

new homes for eleven of their equine residents from the 

Decatur impound.  Diana DeMoss and I were pulling the 

GERL cargo trailer to the auction to set up a booth and 

sell t-shirts.  We were a little disappointed to see very 

few vehicles pulling horse trailers in the parking lot.  We 

were a little early, so we werenôt that concerned.  It was 

good to see our impound friends and have the time to 

visit.  However, by the time the auction started, it was 

clear that it would be a challenge to sell all of the horses 

that day.  The bidding was ridiculously low.  Most of the 

horses couldnôt get a bid and six were returned to the 

barn.  The high bid of the day was under $300.  The 

positive side was that there would be five less mouths to 

feed.  Please support the next GDA auction that will be 

held at the Mansfield impound on March 5th! 

Thank You Dr. Ken Marcella 
for providing our membership with such  

informative articles each month. 
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