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Finding Tucker 
By Anne Ensminger 

     If two pictures are worth two thousand words, nothing more 

needs to be said after you see the óbeforeô and óafterô pictures of 

this horse.  However, the happy ending to his story involves the 

efforts of many and I would like to give you a short synopsis of 

what I know of it. How something like this can happen, I will 

never know, but it does.  It happens more often than people, 

who are simply going about their daily lives, could ever imag-

ine. 

    This story began on a hot day late last summer when I was 

made aware by my friend Dennis Bryant, of a very thin horse 

being kept in a bare lot near his home.  He was wondering if 

anything could be done on behalf of the poor animal. Another 

friend, Leisa McCannon and I drove to the location to check it 

out and what we saw broke our hearts.  The horse was 

ñgrazingò near the road.  I use quotation marks because there 

was absolutely nothing except bitter weed for the horse to 

ñgrazeò.  He was, indeed, very thin.  It was easy to adhere to the 

GERL rule not to go onto private property when investigating a 

cruelty case.  The owners of this poor horse had made no at-

tempt to hide their criminal negligence which should have 

caused them great shame.  It was easy to take pictures from the 

road without stepping one foot onto their property. 

      I could hardly wait to get home to call the Georgia Depart-

ment of Agriculture, report the case, and email my pictures.  I 

was told that they would send an Inspector out to investigate.  

Well, when!?  If the Inspector had been in route at the very mo-

ment, it wouldnôt 

have been soon 

enough to sooth 

my anxiety at 

realizing that 

someone could 

let a horseôs con-

dition decline to 

such a level. 

T h a n k f u l l y , 

within a short 

time, I was able 

to learn that the horse had been seized by GDA Inspectors and 

taken to the Mansfield Equine Impound. I could now relax 

somewhat as I knew that he was in very good hands. 

Time went by but I could not get the horse off of my mind.  

Around that same time, we at GERL learned that the Mansfield 

Impound was under strict quarantine because of an outbreak of 

Strangles.  That meant that, as much as I wanted to, it would be 

best if I did not attempt to visit ñmyò horse. 

      I waited, what seemed like forever, until it was safe to visit 

the Impound.  What I found made my heart soar!  The wonder-

ful staff and volunteers at the barn had given ñmyô horse the 

barn name ñKaputò (I guess because he was almost kaput when 

he arrived there!).  As luck would have it, Kaput, on top of all 

of his other problems had contracted the highly contagious 

Strangles bacterium and suffered a severe case but, in the end, 

had come through it with flying colors.  Looking at him now, 

one would have trouble believing it was the same horse about 

which I had been so concerned for the past few months. 

     Kaput now stood before me, body score perfect, revealing 

his lovely conformation. In full winter coat, he was beginning to 

shed but his hair still shone in the sun.  He walked up to me and 

let me rub him all over.  His very gentle nature, the reason he 

was a favorite with the Impound staff, was evident. 
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     It was then that the ñother shoe droppedò.  I learned that the 

Inspectors had evaluated his saddle experience and found him 

to be quite advanced BUT they also discovered lameness in his 

left front foot.  The veterinarian had injected the joint and he 

seemed to be going sound.  What could the problem be?  Of 

course all of this would be disclosed before the bidding began 

but would that mean that he might not find a good home?  

There was a very good chance that the lameness was temporary 

and the result of a minor accident in the pasture.  What kind of 

bidder would be understanding about that and be willing to take 

a chance on this wonderful horse?  My heart was in my throat.  

Oh, how I did not need another horse! 

    Just then the bidding started and there was ñmyò Kaput in the 

ring!  There was a bid of $200.  Who was bidding on ñmyò 

horse?  I strained to see who it was.  Was it that lovely lady 

with the blond ponytail standing beside a young boy?  Yes it 

was!  They seemed excited.  I liked the look of them.  It all 

went so fast!  There were a few more bids but all too soon, the 

gavel fell and Kaput was sold to the pretty lady and the boy.  

Somehow I just knew it was going to be alright. 

     I couldnôt wait to speak to theméto tell them what a big 

part of my heart their horse held.  It soon became clear to me 

that he was already a part of their hearts as well. Her name is 

Stephanie Emory Doolittle and the young man is her son, Jack-

son Emory.  Stephanie trains Thoroughbreds but they are a bit 

large and strong for Jackson so he had been saving his money 

to buy a horse of his own.  He and his mother had visited the 

Impound days before the sale and had decided that Kaput was 

just the right size and disposition for a young rider.  He was 

also beautiful. They attended the auction solely to bid on Kaput. 

So now the best part of the story begins.  Kaput is in a comfort-

able paddock on their farm near Monticello.  He wears a new 

red halter and has a lovely new name.  Jackson will call him 

Tucker which 

is the surname 

of his late great 

grandparents.  I 

like that. 

     As of this 

writing, Tucker 

has been ridden 

by Stephanie 

and earned rave 

reviews.  It is 

certain that he 

is the right 

horse for young 

J a c k s o n .  

Tucker will 

never know 

another day of 

hunger or the 

weakness that 

comes from 

c a r r y i n g  a 

heavy parasite 

load.  His feet 

will be regu-

larly trimmed 

and he will have 

veterinary and 

dental care as 

needed. 

     He got to 

this place only 

because there 

were people 

who cared and 

because there 

are laws in 

Georgia to pro-

tect equine from 

owners who 

would let the 

condition of a 

horse decline to 

the point of near starvation.  He got there because the staff and 

volunteers at the GDA Impound gave him the kind of excellent, 

knowledgeable care they give to hundreds of starving horses 

that come through their program each year.  I am proud to be a 

part of GERL, an organization that works very hard to support 

the GDA Equine Impound Program which insures that horses 

like Tucker get a second chance after they have suffered uncon-

scionable neglect at the hands of uncaring owners.  The GERL 

Feed a Horse Program has been responsible for the purchase of 

large amounts of feed and hay for the GDA Impounds.  We 

sincerely thank those who regularly contribute to this very im-

portant program and I hope that the story of Tucker will make 

each of you smile.  As for me, my heart is full of joy as I realize 

that Tucker is going to be okay and, as a bonus, I now have two 

new friends in Stephanie and Jackson. I will be permitted to 

follow the story of Jackson and Tucker and see just exactly 

where it leads. That feels good to me. 

     My joy at seeing what a wonderful job the Impound staff 

had done to rehabilitate Kaput, was soon tempered by the reali-

zation that since he was now totally rehabilitated, he would be 

scheduled for sale in the upcoming GDA auction, just weeks 

away.  Who would buy him?  Would they give him the care he 

deserved?  Would they be kind to him?  Would it be necessary 

for ME to add him to my small herd of four which was about all 

a 68 year old woman could manage?  Must I now start to worry 

about him all over again!? 

     Auction day arrived and it was raining cats and dogs.  I ar-

rived early with my GERL friends who were to help with the 

auction.  There was a surprisingly good crowd and the driveway 

was lined with horse trailers.  Kaput was housed in a stall with 

a very pretty Paint as he waited to go into the auction ring. 

OMG!  He was to be FIRST in the sale line-up! 

 

...continued from front page 
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W h o ôs  W h o 
Georgia Equine Rescue League, Ltd. 

 

Board Members 

Patty Livingston, President 

(770) 867-0760  /  gerlpatty@yahoo.com 

Ken Archer, Vice President 

(770) 554-1381  /  gerlken@bellsouth.net 

Diana Kelsey DeMoss / Treasurer 

(770) 267-0867  /  diana@gerlltd.org 

Anne Ensminger / Secretary 

(770) 464-3348 / missanne612@bellsouth.net 

Steven Neal / Alternate 

(706) 342-3422 / gerlsteven@bellsouth.net 

 

 

Area Coordinator Directors - Jack & Dotti Carter  

(706) 896-4997  /  (706) 835-5677 

frogleap@windstream.net 

Foster Coordinator - Becky Gregory 

(770) 207-4762  /  gerlbeck@aol.com 

Adoption Coordinator - Ruth Wilson 

(706) 342-4097  /  gerlruth@aol.com 

Events Coordinator - Susan Archer 

(770) 554-1381  /  susangerl3@bellsouth.net 

Volunteer Coordinator - Position OPEN 

Auction Coordinator - Sue Wrensen 

 swrensen@comcast.net 

Education Coordinator - Robin Easley 

(770) 315-0226  /  gerlrobin@yahoo.com 

Public Relations Coordinator - Bob Long 

(678) 409-8893  /  housek9@windstream.net 

Webmaster - Steve DeMoss 

Newsletter Editor -  Steve DeMoss 

(770) 276-0867  /  steve@gerlltd.org 

*Call or email for deadlines. 

 

GERL Advisory Board 

Billy Myers, DVM 

Kenneth Marcella, DVM 

William Baker, DVM 

Jennifer Baker, DVM 

 

To report a case  of equine abuse, 

call the Georgia Department 

of Agricultureôs Equine Division 

Monday - Friday  /  8:30 am - 4:30 pm 

(404) 656-3713 or (800) 282-5852 

 

If you would like GERL to assist with an 

Equine Abuse case call (770) 464-0138 

 

Interested in becoming an Area Coordinator?  

Contact Jack or Dottie Carter  

(706) 896-4997 / (706) 835-5677  

or  frogleap@windstream.net 

Greg and Tiffany Bergdorf 

for fostering Lucky 

Anne Ensminger 

for fostering Honor 

Patty Livingston 

for fostering Red Man 

Jacki Moore 

 & Leslie Lambert  

for fostering Vandy 

Dr. Pattie Barnes D.V.M. 

for fostering Curious George 

Donna Williams 

and Helen Abercrombe 

for fostering Ladybug 

Leslie Gassman 

for fostering Bo and Tie 

Kim Smith  

for fostering Hay baler 

Allison Altman  

for fostering 

 Maggie Mae & Mattie 

Alline Jones 

for fostering Jenna and Alf 

Barbara Arnold  
for fostering Breeze 

Steven Neal  

for fostering Bossy and Sable 

April & Stoney Goss 

for fostering Highway 

Patty & Nick Howard  

for fostering  

Eryzeka & Rosie 

 

Jacquelin & Phil Twiss 

for fostering Lizzie 

Lisa & Randy King  

for fostering Lil Lady 

Ken and Susan Archer 

for fostering 

Barley and Cracker Jack 

Shelley MacMillan 

For fostering Captain Jack 

Debra Young 

for fostering Ginger. 

Marla Morris  

for fostering  

MayDay and Popcorn 

Ruth & Tommy Wilson  

for fostering Bette and Bud 

Elaine Bishoff 

for fostering Smoke 

Linda Fears 

for fostering Roma 

Thank You To Our Foster Homes 

 Happy Birthday to  

Barbara Hawley!   

Thank you for your 

donation to GERL 

from your friends in 

lieu of presents! 

With Your HelpéWe Will Make A Difference! 

 

mailto:housek9@windstream.net
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Rita Benfield - Douglas, Haralson, Carroll 

(770) 489-0212 / ritabenfield@yahoo.com 

Annette Raybon - Paulding , Cobb, Bartow 

(770) 445-8655 / raybonta@bellsouth.net 

Susan Wrensen - Cherokee 

(770) 331-6947 / swrensen@comcast.net 

Leigh Ann Holton - Glynn, McIntosh, Wayne, 

Brantley & Camden 

(912) 267-0912 / jpj_associates@comcast.net 

Bob & Judy McCrory  

 -  Harris, Meriwether, Marion, Chattahoochee, Talbot, 

Troup & Muscogee 

(706) 582-3268  /  ridgeway12@aol.com 

Lynn McMinn - Gwinnett, Walton, Oconee  

(404)/372-9245 / lynn.mcminn@yahoo.com 

Tanya KingsleyðJasper, Butts, Monroe, Jones & Putnam 

(706) 468-0794 / twkings@gmail.com 

Susie Bond - Newton, Morgan & Green 

(770) 464-4353  /  gerlsusie@att.net 

Kriston Glushko - Polk & Floyd 

(678) 757-1138 / krgs@earthlink.net 

Cambria Moon - Haralson, Polk, Floyd 

(770) 597-4438  /   info@willowhillfarmllc.com 

Judy Ricketson -  Lowndes 

(229) 300-9926 / gerljudy@hotmail.com 

Deborah Stewart - Bartow 

(770) 334-2672  /  dstewart4768@yahoo.com 

Ray Ziebell - Dawson & Pickens 

(770) 354-0293 / razfences@msn.com 

Marion Cobb - Forsyth 

(404) 625-0346  /  marioncobbjr@comcast.net 

Dotti & Jack Carter - Towns 

(706) 896-4997  /  (706) 835-5677 

frogleap@windstream.net 

Charles & Linda DeVane - Brooks, Thomas & Cook 

(229) 263-7714  /  (229) 560-0844 

Rosa Allen - Habersham. Rabun & White 

(706) 782-5969  /  (404) 316-9417  / rpallen@windstream.net 

Debbie Whitworth - Elbert & Hart  

(706) 283-0802  /  (404) 805-4409  /  rlwdpw@hotmail.com 

Cynthia Brayton - Rockdale & Henry 

(404) 374-2980  /  cebrayton@comcast.net 

Linda Tucker - Jackson & Barrow 

(678) 770-7704  /  lindahoschton@aol.com 

Nicki Thigpen - Warren, McDuffie & Columbia  

(706) 755-4375  /  daydreamfarmga@yahoo.com 

Suzanne Economopoulos - Fulton  

(404) 948-1041  /  (770) 377-4363  /  zan2970@mindspring.com 

Kristen Hopkins 

 - Toombs, Montgomery, Emanuel  & Candler 

(912) 614-7893  /  hopkins.kristen@gmail.com 

Marla Morris - Lamar, Upson & Pike 

(770) 584-9554  /  georgiashebear@yahoo.com 

Cathy Hackle - Twiggs, Bleckley, Wilkinson 

(478) 957-3875  /  chackle@windstream.net 

Eddy O'Hern - Houston, Bibb & Peach 

(478) 328-8308  /  (478) 397-1135  /  edohern@bellsouth.net 

Debora Hines - Thomas & Mitchell  

(229) 403-9386  /  dhines@mchsi.com 

Michelle Williams - Spalding 

(770) 229-4892  /  (404) 290-8155  /  shelly@kuntrylivin.com 

Angela Hughes 

-  Pierce, Bacon, Appling, Tattnall, Long & Liberty 

(912) 202-8554  /  info@helphorses.net 

Cynthia Anderson - Baldwin & Putnam 

(770) 713-9887  /  gomaisfat@yahoo.com 

Darla Money - Gordon, Whitfield & Murray  

(678) 986-3386  /  dmoneycat@yahoo.com 

Helen Abercrombie - Union 

(706) 781-9215  /  helenaber1@yahoo.coim 

Donna Williams - Union 

(706) 781-9111  /  dtuttlew@windstream.net 

Kim Bruce - Lumpkin  

(770) 855-5727  /  kimbruce@dahlonega.org 

Kathleen Hales - Fayette , Coweta, Henry & Clayton 

(770) 713-0684 /  chat2kat@bellsouth.net 

Michael Sanders - Houston, Bibb & Peach 

(480) 241-2383  /  mike.hybrid@gmail.com 

Cami Miranda  

 - Richmond, Burke, Jefferson, Glascock, Washington,  

Johnson, Laurens & Emanual 

(706) 833-7545  /  camimiranda1@gmail.com 

Linda Kundell -  

Oconee, Morgan, Oglethorpe, Athens & Clark 

(706) 769-6395  /  kundell@bellsouth.net  

Randy Watson - 

Madison, Franklin, Elbert, Oglethorpe & Jackson 

(706) 612-0231  /   jane.watson@merial.com 

GERL Area Coordinators 
Dotti & Jack Carter - Area Coordinator Directors 

(706) 896-4997  /  (706) 835-5677  

frogleap@windstream.net 

With Your HelpéWe Will Make A Difference! 
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mailto:kundell@bellsouth.net
mailto:jane.watson@merial.com
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   I am well into my third 

year as president of GERL 

and recently realized that 

itôs taken two years to get 

in the groove, knowing 

that this is supposed to be 

a three year term.  So 

much has been accom-

plished and we have 

grown in every area.  I 

also realized that I am 

more passionate than ever about my role as president 

and have a huge desire to improve Georgiaôs horse 

problems.  When my feet hit the floor every morning 

my brain starts turning, always thinking of ways to 

improve things or fix problems.  There is no doubt in 

my mind that this is a task that I am supposed to do.  

In fact, I often say that everything that I have ever 

done in my life has prepared me for this job. 

   Reducing the number of horses that are born in 

Georgia is definitely one of the solutions and I re-

cently had an idea to create an annual castration day 

all across Georgia. It will be called ñStallion to Geld-

ing Dayò and will take place sometime in November.  

The plan is to send out an invitation to equine veteri-

narians asking if they would like to host a low cost 

castration clinic in their area on that designated day.  

The UGA School of Veterinary Medicine and the 

Georgia Department of Agriculture (GDA) would 

also be partners in this endeavor.  The pre-vet stu-

dents would participate under the supervision of the 

licensed vets in some cases.  Of course, my idea is 

just coming off of the planning board, however, I 

have some specific thoughts and ideas on getting this 

implemented in 2011. 

   Making the GDA impounded horses more market-

able is another new idea Iôve been toying with. I just 

returned from the GDA horse auction at the Mans-

field impound.   The State had about twenty horses in 

the auction and a good many were good riding 

horses.  Of course, there were several that were not 

broke to ride or too young to ride and it was very 

clear that those horses were not desirable when they 

were returned to their stalls as a ñno saleò.  Thus, my 

idea of creating a new program called ñTrain the 

Trainerò where we ask local horse trainers to donate 

an afternoon at the prison impound to train the pris-

onerôs who work with the horses.  Most of the par-

ticipants in the prison equine program come with no 

horse experience, but if they had a trainer come to 

the prison and teach them how to work with the 

horses to make them more marketable, I feel sure 

that the results would be evident at auction time.  

This would also give the women prisoners a level of 

confidence that would help improve their chances of 

never coming back once they are released.  For the 

non-prison impounds, we could solicit for horse 

trainers to come out to those impounds and work 

with the horses on a voluntary basis.  I even have 

some specific ideas on creating a fund that would 

pay them for their out-of-pocket expenses such as 

fuel, just to make the idea more palatable. 

   Without the support of the GERL Board members 

and other volunteers who donate their time to GERL, 

none of this would be possible.  I know that Miss 

Anne and Diana are already wearing multiple hats, 

and the extremely busy schedule that GERL keeps 

has all of our tongues hanging out at times!    The 

truth of the matter is that we are bumping up the pace 

every year with new programs and new events.   

   So, let me say this about thatéwe are in desperate 

need to find some volunteers who are willing to take 

the lead on orchestrating some of our events and pro-

jects.  I hope that if you are currently in a position 

and want to get more involved in a very worthwhile 

cause, that you will contact me and let me know your 

thoughts and time constraints.  Thank You! 

LET ME SAY THIS é ABOUT THAT 

By  Patty Livingston, President 
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A Note from the 

Secretaryôs Desk 
By Anne Ensminger 

 

   Just about the time that the 

Georgia Legislature passed the 

Humane Care for Equines Act 

in 1992, the Equine Division of 

the Georgia Department of Ag-

riculture came into being and 

there began a long overdue flurry of activity on behalf of 

mistreated horses in our state.  Equine Inspectors were 

hired, enthusiastic horse loving volunteers stepped for-

ward to help, and two Equine Impound facilities were 

acquired.  Horses suffering from many forms of abuse 

and/or neglect were seized by GDA State Inspectors and 

taken to these Impounds where they received desperately 

needed care until they were fully rehabilitated, at which 

time they were sold into much better situations than those 

from which they came.  Nice story, isnôt it?  Oh, if that 

were only the last chapteréé.. 

   Because it was soon realized that the cost of operating 

this new program far outdistanced available state re-

courses, Georgia Equine Rescue League was formed and 

began to hold fundraisers largely for the benefit of the 

GDA Equine Program.  Oh, if that were only the last 

chapteréé.. 

   Over the years, there have been disagreements within 

the GDA Equine Division and between GDA and GERL, 

people have been hired and fired, volunteers as well as 

GDA personnel have become disillusioned and moved 

on, and still the basic program has survived. GERL re-

mains the GDA Equine Divisionôs single largest outside 

supporter.  Over the years, the number of horses needing 

help has soared.  Oh, if only the last chapter had come 

before this point in the storyééé 

   Now, after over 40 years with Tommy Irvin as Agricul-

ture Commissioner, Georgia has a new Commissioner of 

Agriculture in the person of newly elected, Gary Black.  

What will that mean for horses in Georgia?  At this point 

we do not know but GERL is very hopeful that Mr. Black 

will enthusiastically embrace GDAôs long running, very 

important, Equine Impound Program.  We hope that he 

will use his power to support not only the continuation, 

but the improvement of this very beneficial last hope for 

many horses.  We hope that he will join with us in realiz-

ing the importance of prosecution and the levy of heavy 

fines for equine abusers.  Not only would this serve as 

well deserved punishment for those who commit this 

CRIME, but we hope that a way can be found for fines 

collected to go directly toward defraying the cost of oper-

ating the entire Equine Program.  End of story?....oh, 

wouldnôt that be wonderful! 

   While the GDA Equine Division suffers severe budget 

problems and our new Agriculture Commissioner is ex-

periencing the on-the-job training which he must un-

dergo, we at GERL are very aware that hope is not a 

strategy. We join with other active rescue organizations 

in our state to do all in our limited power to help as many 

horses in need as possible.  However, a very real concern 

lives deep in our hearts that Mr. Black will need more 

help than seems to be available to him involving our 

stateôs justice system. 

   Recent Example:  I will try to make this shortéé..In 

late September 2010, close to forty equine suffering vary-

ing stages of starvation, were seized from the property of 

James T. Goss near Clarksville.  He was appropriately 

charged with ñfailure to provide humane careò for these 

animals.  Some of them had to be euthanized because 

they were beyond help.  Others were placed in foster 

homes in the area and have benefited from over 6 months 

of rehabilitation, often at the expense of the foster care-

givers.  To view a pre settlement account of this case and 

pictures of some of the horses involved, go to http://

www.pet-abuse.com/cases/17213/GA/US/ 

   Results from this case have recently been revealed.  

Astonishingly, Mr. Goss was allowed to plead ñnolo con-

tendereò to the only ONE COUNT of abuse brought 

against him.  He received a fine of $275 (who gets 

THAT?) and a one year period of non-reporting probation 

(this requires very little effort on the part of Mr. Goss!).  

He will be required to attend ñhorse care classesò (Where 

in the world are those classes offered?!)  His horses will 

be RETURNED TO HIM (!) and GDA will be required 

to inspect his property and check on the horses every 30 

days for one year.  It seems to me that the GDA Inspec-

tors are suffering the most severe penalty in this case in 

the form of extra work, which they do NOT need.  All of 

this, not to mention concerns for the morale of Animal 

Control personnel who worked so hard finding people to 

care for the horses and building a case against the of-

fender.  There were evidentiary photographs as well as 

statements and laboratory reports from veterinarians 

which were not admitted into evidence, and eye witnesses 

who were never called to testify! 

   I end this writing by saying that I speak only for myself 

as I simply express my opinion that THIS IS JUST NOT 

RIGHT!  Where is the justice for the Animal Control of-

ficers involved, attending veterinarians, foster caregivers, 

those who contributed money, feed, or hay, and ESPE-

CIALLY, where is the justice for the horses? 
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An anonymous donation has been received 

in honor of Dr. Billy Myers of Countryside 

Hospital for Animals, Jersey, GA.  His quiet 

and comforting manner has blessed many 

who have been forced to face the loss of a 

special pet or horse.   

Betty Evenson Then and Now 
 

   We wonder how many of our present members real-

ize that Georgia Equine Rescue League was the 1993 

ñbrainchildò of one woman who holds a truly genuine 

and deep concern for horses in her heart.  The story is 

well known to those of us who have been around since 

GERLôs inception.  Betty Evenson, along with a few 

friends who shared her desire to do something about 

the widespread cruelty and neglect suffered by too 

many Georgia horses, formed an organization which 

was designed to do everything that diligence and hard 

work could do to change the plight of many of those 

horses. 

   Betty served as President of GERL for the first 

eleven years.  That fact alone represents duty ñabove 

and beyond the call of dutyò.  She established an all 

important working relationship with the Equine Divi-

sion of the Georgia Department of Agriculture and 

was instrumental in obtaining our coveted 501c3 

status. An excellent organizer, Betty established three 

large annual fund raisers which are still held each 

year. Our very important and successful Foster Pro-

gram is a product of her vision and hard work.  We 

hope Betty feels great pride in the realization that un-

der her leadership, thousands of horses have been di-

rectly or indirectly helped over the years. 

   When she realized that her family, her profession, 

and her right to enjoy her own horses needed to be-

come a priority, Betty made the difficult decision to 

step down.  Brian Dees took over for the next few 

years and, much to Bettyôs delight, GERL continued 

to thrive.  When it was time for Brian to move on, 

now President, Patty Livingston agreed to carry the 

GERL banner.  At that point, Betty once again became 

very involved with the work of GERL in the form of 

Newsletter Editor.  She has done an excellent job for 

over two years and given uncountable hours in that 

capacity to satisfy her continuing desire to help 

horses. It is once again time for Betty to find some 

time for herself so she has decided to pass her news-

letter duties off for now.  Thankfully, Steve DeMoss 

has the experience and a willingness to try to fill 

Bettyôs shoes. 

    Take a well deserved rest, Betty, but never forget 

that Georgia Equine Rescue League is deeply grateful 

for your past service.  You coined our motto, ñWith 

Your Helpé.We Will Make a Differenceò and you 

have. 

In memory of a special horse owned 

by Rita Uhlenbrock, Midnite, by Julia 

Williams. 

Special thanks to Taylor Brock, Paulding 

Co. 4-H Horse & Pony Club!  Taylorôs 4-H 

project was about GERL and she regularly 

sets up displays and change jars around her 

community ro educate the public about 

abused and neglected horses! 

Taylor, you are the best!! 

GERL 

Thank you, Nancy Fitzgibbons for your 

generosity to GERL! Your consistent dona-

tions are so appreciated! 

 
Happy Birthday, Delores 

Higgins!  Your 2011 GERL 

membership has been paid 

for you by Richard & Paula 

LeCates! 
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GERL Poker Ride a Huge Success! 
By Patty Livingston 

 

   Since the past several GERL Poker Rides have been wet and muddy with very few people showing up with 

horses, it was almost too good to believe that this year we were going to be favored with a nice sunny, beauti-

ful weekend.  People actually started arriving at Dawson Forest on Thursday and setting up camp.  When I 

arrived on Friday and ran into a small traffic jam out on the road I was pretty happy.  When I turned the cor-

ner into the parking lot and saw at least 15 rigs already there, a big smile was definitely on my face.  The 

poker ride gremlins werenôt around!   

   I had brought two of our rescue horses with me and I tied them out in front so that they could be seen by all 

and immediately started setting up my camp.  It was wonderful to see some faces from the old days when we 

used to cover the entire parking lot with trucks, trailers and horses.  I decided to saddle up and go for a short 

ride before dark and visit with some of the other campers. 

   The next morning turned out to be beautiful and it brought out more poker ride participants.  I watched hap-

pily as vehicles pulling horse trailers continued to pull in and register.  The concrete pad where the food tent, 

t-shirt sales and registration were all set up was a mass of activity.  Riders started leaving camp to ride the 

poker ride course.  I was one of the last riders to leave and quickly found a group to go out with when I real-

ized that my horse wasnôt going anywhere without other horses. 

   We took turns remarking about the great weather we had been blessed with and how long it had been since 

we had been able to ride on a GERL Poker Ride.  Everybody was wearing a smile when we finally arrived 

back in camp to enjoy a delicious lunch 

and check out our poker hands.  
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The first place winner with four of a kind was 

Carol Sauers, who won the $100 prize.  The sec-

ond place winner with a flush (cards of the same 

suit) was Laura Homans.  We also recognized 9 

year old Peyton Place with a prize for the young-

est rider on the oldest horse, a 29 year old Arabian 

named Cowboy.  Door prizes were awarded to 

many of the participants who were invited to go to 

a table and pick out their choice of prizes that had 

been donated.  If you enjoyed the poker ride, 

please remember to thank the volunteers. They are 

the life blood of every successful organization and 

without them nothing would happen.  We ended 

up making approximately $3,000.00 on the poker ride registrations and merchan-

dise sales!  It WAS a great day!! 

 


