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With Your Help...We Will Make a Difference! 

October, November, December 2013  Quarterly Newsletter 

Inside this issue: 

   This was our third year to host the Stallion to Gelding 

Castration Day and I was very grateful to the 18 equine 

veterinarians across the State of Georgia who volun-

teered to participate by hosting a clinic at the reduced 

price of just $100 per horse.  GERL would be paying 

$50 to the vets for each horse they castrated in addition 

to reimbursing them for the drugs they used during their 

clinic.  I really wanted to beat our record of 141 castra-

tions from last year, but would be happy with whatever 

number we could do.   We had a lot of returning vets 

who had participated in the previous two years and were 

able to snag a few new ones as a result of  a mass mail-

ing that we had recently done to every large animal vet-

erinarian in Georgia. 

   If you're not a regular reader of the GERL newsletter  

you may be wondering why I make such a big deal out 

of such an event?  That is simple.  We have over ten 

million horses in this country and that number is grow-

ing by approximately three hundred thousand every 

year!   That is mind-boggling to me, but easily explains 

why you can buy a horse for as little as ten dollars to-

day.  If it is a stallion you can probably get it for free!  

Of course, who do you think typically buys a ten dollar 

horse or takes a free stallion?   My experience for the 

past five years of "being in the trenches" of horse res-

cue , they are usually living in squalor and are on wel-

fare or some other type of government assistance.  They 

have absolutely no idea how to care for a horse and un-

fortunately for the horse, they seldom do. 
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...continued from page 1 

   In an effort to reduce 

the number of horses 

bred and born every 

year, GERL created 

and offers two differ-

ent castration pro-

grams:  our Stallion to 

Gelding Castration 

Day; and our other 

Stallion to Gelding 

program where GERL 

will pay $75 towards 

the castration of any 

stallion in Georgia.  

The owner must fill out 

an application and the 

cost is whatever their 

personal vet charges 

for performing castra-

tions.  This program is 

particularly beneficial 

for equine owners who 

do not have a trailer or the ability to transport their stud to a 

clinic.  In addition, GERL also pays 100% of the cost of cas-

trating every stallion picked up by the Georgia Department 

of Agriculture (GDA) and offers this same service/support to 

local animal controls and law enforcement who agree to 

prosecute the owners of impounded equine. 

 

   Most of my friends would not be the least bit surprised to 

hear me say that GERL's annual castration day is my favorite 

day of the whole year.  After all, I am often referred to as 

"The Castration Queen" and I wear the title, proudly!  But 

this year was a little different because I would be taking Sil-

ver, my little GERL foster mini horse, to the clinic to be 

gelded.  I have been fostering him since I picked him up in 

July and had been waiting for castration day which was the 

first step to getting him to his new "forever home", which 

was already waiting. 

 

   I arrived at Countryside Animal Hospital in Jersey around 

9:00 a.m. to find all of the UGA  College of Veterinary 

Medicine Thenogenology  students and vets already there 

and waiting to get started.  Miss Anne arrived a few minutes 

later and Linda Kundell arrived shortly after her, pulling the 

GERL cargo trailer.  We helped get the GERL booth set up 

with tables, chairs and all of the other necessities and went 

inside to get coffee and donuts. 

 

   By this time, several other clients had started to arrive with 

their stallions and I walked Silver over to an area in the large 

arena where he would be laid down (eventually).  The two 

students who would be performing Silver's castration, Erica 

Rodriguez and Ukachi Ugorji, UGA Sophomores, were very 

excited about the opportunity to operate.  Dr.  Richard Fayrer

-Hosken would be assisting the girls with Silver and he had a 

former college roommate from Illinois who was also a vet, 

standing nearby.  I snapped a few pictures and moved on to 

the other groups of students who were getting ready to lay 

down their first patients.  Dr. Billy Myers was assisting one 

group while Dr. Dan Carter and Dr. Robert Stawicki, Clini-

cal Assistant Professor at UGA, assisted the other two 

groups. 

 

   After hanging out at our booth for a while I thought I'd go 

back and check on how Silver was coming along, and much 

to my surprise, he wasn't even down yet!  In fact, he looked 

exactly as I had left him earlier, not the least bit wobbly.   

Dr. Fayrer-Hosken was sitting on the ground beside Silver 

and coaching the two slightly flustered students while he 

injected the fifth or sixth dose of twilight drugs.  By this 

time, all of the other students were on their second horse, but  

Dr. Fayrer-Hosken continued to reassure them that Silver 

would eventually go down.   Silver had attracted quite an 

audience by now and several of them exchanged stories of 

the perils of castrating minis and donkeys, which was quite 

entertaining. 

 

   Finally, he did go down, but he sure didn't want to stay 

down!  Dr. Stawicki came over and helped sit on him to keep 

him down while Erica and Ukachi prepared everything nec-

essary to start the surgery.  Erica actually performed the sur-

gery and it was a beautiful thing.  She did a marvelous job 

and the smile on her face was priceless!   But, Silver wanted 

to jump up almost immediately after the surgery which had 

everybody surprised, except the veteran vets, of course.  Fi-

nally, he was allowed to get up and he was perfectly fine.  In 

fact, you would have never guessed what he had just been 

through!  Tough little creatures they are. 

Continued on page 3 

The mini horse above was 1 of 12 

castrations that were performed 

at the clinic hosted by Dr. Katie 

Lott-Ellis of Jacksonville Equine. 

Dr Dan Carter assist students with castration. 
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 Dr. Ava Griner Talmage, Amicalola Veterinary Services, 

Talking Rock 

 Dr. Billy Myers, Dr. Dan Carter & Dr. Richard Fayrer-

Hosken - Countryside Animal Hospital, Jersey 

 Dr. Rhonda Veit and Dr. Ross Kittrell, New South Equine 

Medicine, Good Hope 

 Dr. Logan King, King Equine Vet Services, McDonough 

 Dr. Wanda Thompson, Royston Animal Hospital, Royston 

 Dr. Patricia Barnes, Union County Pet Hospital, Blairsville 

 Dr. Chandra Moxon and Dr. Mark Korb, Barnesville Ani-

mal Clinic, Barnesville 

 Dr. Eric Sjoberg, Dr. Brittany Bell and Dr. Jennifer Ad-

ams, - Maggie's Menagerie Veterinary, Ila 

 Dr. Jennifer Baker & Dr. Bill Baker, Equine Associates, 

Hawkinsville 

 Dr. Katie Lott-Ellis, Jacksonville Equine Associates, 

Waynesville 

 Dr. Lois J. Lassiter, Budget Vet, Conyers 

 Dr. Chandra Moxon and Dr. Mark Korb, Barnesville Ani-

mal Clinic, Barnesville 

 Dr. Robin Barrow, Barrow Veterinary Services, Social 

Circle 

 Dr. Charles Graham, Cairo Animal Hospital, Cairo 

 Dr. Hagart, Town & Country Animal Hospital, Mt. Airy 

 Dr. McCord, Bowdon Animal Clinic, Bowdon 

 Dr. Jennifer Gardner, Gardner Veterinary Services, Means-

ville 

 Dr. Donna Wilder, Macon County Vet, Montezuma  

Speaking of minis and donkeys, I spoke to Dr. Ava Talmage 

a couple of days after her clinic up in Jasper and she told me 

that out of the twelve stallions she castrated at her clinic, 

most of them were mini donkeys and they had a really long 

day!  Tamma Trump helped at Dr. Ava's clinic and she men-

tioned that they didn't get out of there until after 7:00 PM! 

 

   It is so gratifying to be able to help make something happen 

that not only benefits many Georgia stallion owners, but also 

benefits the UGA students.  We received a very nice thank 

you card from all of the UGA  Thenogenology  students and 

it made me realize how much they look forward to this event 

every year.  It makes me proud to be a part of GERL. 

 

  GERL was not able to secure a large castration grant this 

year but tremendous thanks goes to Kel-Mac Saddle Club as 

well as to one anonymous donor who each gave large dona-

tions earmarked for our castration program. We are very 

grateful to each of the participating veterinarians, their staffs, 

vet students and instructors from the UGA School of Veteri-

nary Medicine, as well as the many GERL volunteers who 

came together to make this event a tremendous success by 

castrating 114 stallions this year!    

...continued from page 2 

 

Participants on castration day. Melissa King, Logan King 

DVM and Aimee Vaughn (UGA Vet student). 

Dr Billy Myers assists UGA students with castration. Dr. Fayrer-Hosken and Dr. Stawicki help with Silver. 

Below are a list of the equine vets across the state who participated: 
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W h o ’ s  W h o  
Georgia Equine Rescue League, Ltd. 

 

Interested in becoming an  Area Coordinator? 

 

Area Coordinator Director, South GA. 

Debora Hines 

(229) 403-9386 / equineharmony@rocketmail.com 

 

Area Coordinator Director, Middle GA. 

Eddy O’Hern 

(478) 328-8308  /  (478) 397-1135 

edohern@bellsouth.net 

 

Area Coordinator Director, North GA. 

Lynne Yates 

(404) 435-5746 / lynneyates@aol.com 

Board Members 
Patty Livingston, President 

(770) 867-0760  /  gerlpatty@yahoo.com 

Eddy O’Hern - Vice President 

(478) 328-8308 / edohern@bellsouth.net 

Lynne Yates / Treasurer 

(404) 435-5746  /  lynneyates@aol.com 

Anne Ensminger / Secretary 

(770) 464-3348 / missanne612@bellsouth.net 
Tamma Trump  -  Alternate 

(770) 655-0819  /  mswhinney@juno.com  

——————————–-——————- 

Foster Coordinator - CeCe Calli 
(706) 376-2410  /  foster@gerlltd.org 

Adoption Coordinator - CeCe Calli 

(706) 376-2410  /  adopt@gerlltd.org  

Volunteer Coordinator—Diana Kelsey  

gerlvolunteers@gerlltd.org  

Auction Coordinator - Sue Wrensen 
(770) 331-6947 / swrensen@comcast.net  

Online Auction Coordinator - Marge Mabey 

mabey@atnex.net 

Stallion-Gelding Coordinator 

Heatherlee Hammonds / mysticalhorses@yahoo.com 

Public Relations Coordinator - Bob Long 

(678) 409-8893  /  housek9@windstream.net 

Event Coordinator  
Jaye Herrington /  jaye@gerlltd.org 

Facebook Coordinator  

Andee Rogers  /  andee@gerlltd.org 

Grant  Writer -  Cynthia Anderson 
(770) 713-9887 / gomaisfat@yahoo.com  

 

Rescue Challenge Coordinator - Tamma Trump 

(770) 655-0819  /  mswhinney@juno.com  

Merchandise Team 

Jaye Herrington - Linda Kundell - Betsy Gilman 

Webmaster / Newsletter Layout - Steve DeMoss 
(678) 427-5771  /  steve@gerlltd.org 

GERL Chaplain—George Lilley 

(478) 320-5625 / nightstars@cox.net  
 

GERL Advisory Board 
Billy Myers, DVM       

 

To report a case  of equine abuse, call the Georgia 

Department of Agriculture’s Equine Division 
Monday - Friday  /  8:30 am - 4:30 pm 

(404) 656-3713 or (800) 282-5852 

If you would like GERL to assist with an 

Equine Abuse case call (770) 464-0138 

GERL ANNUAL MEETING 

January 11, 2014 

Winder Lion’s Club 

354 E. Broad St., Winder, GA 30680 

GERL MERCHANDISE WILL BE FOR SALE! 

Pot Luck—Please bring your favorite dish to share!   

AGENDA 

We will be eating at noon, please come a few minutes early 

if you are bringing a dish and plan to join us for lunch. 

11:30   Area Coordinator Training 

12:30 Introduction by President Patty Livingston 

1:30 General Meeting  

2:30 Adjourn 

mailto:housek9@windstream.net
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2014 GERL Calendar of Events  -  Mark Your Calendars Now! 

Mark your calendars so that you don’t miss any 

of these wonderful events that will  

benefit GERL.  It’s a guaranteed great time, a 

benefit for a wonderful cause and a way to see 

old friends and meet  new friends! 

 

Visit our website to download flyers and  

directions to some of these events. 

 1 lb. Sausage, mild or hot 

 6 eggs 

 6 slices loaf bread, cubed 

 1 13 oz. can evaporated milk (NOT sweetened 

condensed milk!) 

 2 cups shredded cheese (I like a blend of sharp 

cheddar and Gruyere, but Swiss or colby works 

too) 

 salt and pepper to taste 

Feed Bag 

Recipe 
 Submissions 

 

  Do you have a won-

derful, easy recipe 

that you would like 

to share? 

 

  Putting On the Feed 

Bag is a new section 

in our newsletter and 

we want your sug-

gestions. 

 

 

——————— 

 

Please submit  

your recipe to: 

recipes@gerlltd.org 

 

——————— 

GERL Annual Meeting 
January  11th, 2014 

Winder’s Lion Club 

March 1, 2014 - Poker Ride 

- Dawson Forest 

April 26th - Spring Ride 

@ Mingo Trail Ride 

May 3rd - Gene Ensminger  

Memorial Ride - Round Oak 

July 13 - Polo Match - Milton 

Nov. 15th - GERL Rescue Challenge 

   Cook the sausage, breaking up fine, and drain.  Scatter into the bottom of a well-greased 9” x 

13” dish.  Sprinkle the bread cubes evenly over the sausage.  Beat the eggs, then beat in the milk 

and the salt and pepper.  Pour evenly over the bread and sausage.  Top evenly with shredded 

cheese.  Cover and refrigerate overnight for best results.  (You can make this and bake it right 

away, but giving it time to soak yields better texture.) 

   Preheat oven to 350.  Bake, uncovered, for 45 minutes.  (If cheese begins to get too brown, 

cover lightly with foil during the rest of baking time.)  Let casserole stand about 10 minutes, 

then slice and serve.  

Make-Ahead Breakfast Casserole 
*Perfect for Christmas morning brunch! 
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GERL Area Coordinators List 

 

 

Area Coordinator Director, South GA. 

Debora Hines (229) 403-9386 

equineharmony@rocketmail.com 

 

Area Coordinator Director, Middle GA. 

Eddy O’Hern 

(478) 328-8308  /  (478) 397-1135 

edohern@bellsouth.net 

 

Area Coordinator Director, North GA. 

Lynne Yates 

(404) 435-5746 / lynneyates@aol.com 

Cynthia Anderson - Baldwin & Putnam 
(770) 713-9887  /  gomaisfat@yahoo.com 

Amy Aronson-Friedman - Lowndes 
(229) 834-2455 / aaronson@valdosta.edu 

Rita Benfield - Douglas, Haralson, Carroll 
(770) 330-0877 / rbenfield@printpack.com 

Susie Bond - Newton, Morgan & Greene 
(770) 464-4353  /  gerlsusie@att.net 

Cynthia Brayton - Rockdale & Henry 
(678) 490-6266 /  leaper12@hotmail.com 

CeCe Calli  -  Hart, Franklin and Elbert  

(706) 376-2410 / LCEStables@aol.com 

Dotti & Jack Carter - Towns 
(706) 896-4997  /  (706) 835-5677 

frogleap@windstream.net 

Marion Cobb - Forsyth 

(404) 625-0346  /  marioncobbjr@comcast.net 

Shalee Cooper - Grady and Decatur Counties 
229-221-7397  /  painthorses3@gmail.com  

Charles & Linda DeVane—Brooks, Thomas & 

Cook(229) 263-7714 / (229) 560-0844 

Janine Gosselin  - Gwinnett, Dekalb, Cobb 

(818) 259-6627  /  janinemarie2003@hotmail.com 

Christy Graw -  Wayne County 
(912) 271-8640 /  christy.graw@yahoo.com 

Heatherlee Hammonds—Monroe, Bibb, Crawford 
(478) 952-5942 / mysticalhorses@yahoo.com 

Debora Hines -Thomas, Colquitt and Mitchell  

(229) 403-9386 / equineharmony@rocketmail.com 

Tanya Kingsley—Jasper, Butts, Monroe,  

Jones & Putnam 

(706) 468-0794 / twkings@gmail.com 

Linda Kundell - Oconee, Morgan, Oglethorpe, 

Athens & Clark 

(706) 769-6395 / kundell@bellsouth.net  

Maria Land—Walton 

(770) 207-0280 / marialand01@comcast.net  

Bob & Judy McCrory  -  Harris, Meriwether, 

Marion, Chattahoochee, Talbot,  

Troup & Muscogee 

(706) 582-3268  /  ridgeway12@aol.com 

Candace Meadows - Paulding , Floyd, Bartow 
(678) 767-9071 / shogunsgirl@gmail.com 

Marla Morris - Lamar, Upson & Pike 
(404) 692-9196  /  georgiashebear@yahoo.com 

Eddy O'Hern - Houston, Bibb & Peach 
(478) 328-8308  /  (478) 397-1135 

edohern@bellsouth.net 

Lee Rast  - Dade, Walker, Catoosa, Chattooga, 

Floyd, Gordon and Bartow 

(404) 964-5665 / rastla@aol.com 

Annette Raybon - Paulding , Cobb, Bartow 
(770) 445-8655 / raybonta@bellsouth.net 

Nicki Thigpen - Warren, McDuffie & Columbia 
(706) 755-4375  /  daydreamfarmga@yahoo.com 

Linda Tucker - Jackson & Barrow 
(678) 770-7704  /  lindahoschton@aol.com 

Jessica Wheeler  -  Berrien, Lanier & Cook 
(229) 237-0655 / jdwheeler09@gmail.com 

Debbie Whitworth - Elbert & Hart 
(404) 805-4409 / rlwdpw@hotmail.com 

Michelle Williams - Spalding 
(404) 290-8115  /  shelly@kuntrylivin.com 

Sue Wrensen - Cherokee 
(770) 331-6947 / swrensen@comcast.net 

Lynne Yates—Cobb, Paulding, Bartow, Cherokee, 

Douglas and Fulton    
(404) 435-5746  / lynneyates@aol.com  

Ray Ziebell—Dawson & Pickens 

(770) 354-0293 / razfences@msn.com 
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GERL Volunteer Coordinator Needed 
 

The volunteer coordinator will be responsible for securing volunteers for all GERL events and booths that require assistance. 

What are the requirements? 

You must have a computer and be proficient using email. 

You must be a self-starter, meaning that when you are asked to get volunteers for an event, it has to be done in a timely 

manner and followed through until the event is over. 

You should have access to the Internet and know how to create a Google Excel spreadsheet. 

You do not have to attend events, but it is always a plus to have the Volunteer Coordinator present at large events. 
You do not have to live in a specific area in the State, 99% of this job is done on the computer! 

 

Please contact Diana Kelsey @ diana@gerlltd.org or 770-267-0867 if interested! 

   On Saturday, November 23, 2013, the Athens Area Hu-

mane Society held its 4th Annual Charity Chili Cook-Off 

at the Terrapin Brewery on Newton Road in Athens.  

GERL was invited to attend and set up a information 

booth and compete in their chili cook-off.  It started at 

5:30 and ended at 7:30, so that would give everybody 

enough time to walk around and sample all of the chili 

that had been prepared by the participating non-profit or-

ganizations, who mostly rescued dogs and cats.  I believe 

that GERL was the only horse rescue that attended this 

year. 

   Linda Kundell agreed to help out with this event by 

cooking up a pot of chili and I cooked up a secret batch, 

myself.  Miss Anne Ensminger also volunteered to help us 

out and she arrived at my house a couple of hours early so 

that we could get there before it started to get our booth 

set up.  Neither of us had ever been to Terrapin Brewery 

before, but we had our printed instructions and a GPS to 

ensure that we would get there without a lot of wrong 

turns. 

 

  When we arrived most of the other non-profits were al-

ready set up along a stockade fence that surrounded the 

brewery.  (That's where all of the power was located.)  

Wouldn't you know, our extension cords were about fif-

teen feet short of reaching our booth, so our second chore 

was to find someone with a longer cord who could help us 

out with keeping our chili hot.  We got that worked out 

and were in the chili business!  A live band started play-

ing to kick off the event and pretty soon folks started 

moving from booth to booth to get a sample taste of the 

chili.  We all had been furnished with little tiny cups to 

serve the chili and spoons.  Our two chilis were named 

"mild and wild" and we enjoyed meeting all of the folks 

who came around  to sample them.    Everybody showed a 

great deal of interest in the GERL display board that we 

had set up in front of our table that displays "before and 

after" pictures of many of the horses we have helped. 

 

   Tickets were given to everybody for the purpose of vot-

ing for their favorite chili and at the end of the event the 

non-profit with the most tickets in their little bucket 

would receive a prize of $300.  Unfortunately, that was 

not us.  We got one ticket in our bucket, but had a good 

time, anyway.  The weather had started to turn cold and 

we didn't dally breaking down our booth and loading eve-

rything into the GERL cargo trailer to head home. 

GERL ATTENDS CHARITY CHILI COOK-OFF 

by Patty Livingston 
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ROCKY is 2 years old ,12hh. He has a very 

sweet temperament and is an "in your 

pocket" pony. He loves attention and spend-

ing time with people. His is halter broken 

and is learning manners very well on the lead 

line. He is learning to stand quietly for the 

farrier. 

JESSIE is a 16 year old chestnut Thor-

oughbred gelding, 16.2 hh. This good-

looking guy is sweet and loves attention; 

needs an experienced rider. Loads, stands for 

farrier. 

For adoption fees and additional information please 

contact CeCe Calli, Adoption Coordinator 

(706) 376-2410  /  adopt@gerlltd.org 

JOKER is a flea-bitten grey Arab, 17 years old, 

14.3 hh.  He prefers his own space and can be a 

bit standoffish.  Joker is VERY smart, and needs 

a home that understands Arabs!  What a beauti-

ful face this boy has! 

ANGEL is a 19 year old registered QH fleabitten 

gray mare, 15.2 hh.  She has extensive trail rid-

ing experience, but requires an experienced rider.  

She is an Alpha mare  and will be dominant 

when put with other horses.   

LITTLE JOE is a 12 year old gelding pony, 13 hh 

and a beautiful sorrel paint color. He is very trusting 

and “in your pocket” kind of guy who adores atten-

tion. He was originally in our program in 2011 and 

was adopted by an elderly couple who had to sell 

their farm due to health issues. He was a pasture or-

nament while in their care, but is very capable of 

being so much more. We have had him under saddle, 

but are still evaluating his training level. He does 

have an allergy to biting insects and requires a daily 

dose of medication and we feel would do best in the 

northern part of Georgia. 
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For adoption fees and additional information please 

contact CeCe Calli, Adoption Coordinator 

(706) 376-2410  /  adopt@gerlltd.org 

CHINA is an 8 year old Bay mare.  

She is difficult to catch and will re-

quire an owner with patience.  She 

would make a nice  project for some-

one who is looking for a challenge.  

She is a  beautiful girl, looking for a 

special forever home!  

DAKOTA is a 19 year 

old Tennessee Walker. 

He is such a gentleman 

and still has quite the 

pep in his step. His fos-

ter Mom is using him to 

trail ride and he is doing 

great. He is very socia-

ble and sweet. He stands 

well, loads and has very 

nice ground manners. 

HOLLY  also known as "Twilight," is an 

adorable 2 year old Arab cross. She is a 

fast learner, loves to be handled and receive 

attention. She clips, stands for baths and fly 

spray. She is not spooky and will make 

someone a great Fancy Show Pony. She 

currently stands 13.1 hh and will probably 

mature at just under 14 hh.  

KEISTER  is a rose grey Arab, 22 years old, 

15 hh.  He is a bit mischievous, and as sweet 

as they come!  He tends to crib and is a bit of a 

hard keeper, so he will need a home that un-

derstands his special needs.  The right adopter 

will be so lucky to have this handsome fellow!  

Update on Samson 
By Patty Livingston 

 

   You may remember that earlier this year Becky Gregory adopted  a black TWH named Sam-

son from GERL.  He originally had come from the GDA Mansfield impound barn.  He had 

been returned a couple of times by "new owners" who discovered that he was just too much 

horse, which is why  he came into the GERL program. 

 

   I received a phone call from Becky recently and she had just gotten back from a weekend trail 

ride up in north Georgia.   She told me that she was in love with Samson and he was the best 

trails horse.  He had no fear of anything they encountered on the trail, his manners were great 

and he was just the best boy!  If you know Becky, you know that there was about 20 more min-

utes of describing what an awesome horse he is, so I'll just leave it at that!  I love success sto-

ries! 

Thanks, Becky! 

Samson and Becky's friend, 

Maria Land  

Conclusive Jim, "CJ" is a 14 

year old registered Quarter 

Horse sorrel gelding who was 

returned to the GERL foster pro-

gram when his adoptive parents 

had to sell their farm.  He is a 

very sweet boy who gets along 

well with other horses.  We are 

working with him to tune-up his 

riding skills and he is progress-

ing very nicely.  CJ will make 

someone a great trail horse.  He 

is calm and laid back. 
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   I set my alarm to go off at 4:00 am on Saturday, October 5th 

and forced myself into bed early knowing that there was a big 

day ahead.  I arrived at Miss Anne’s house at 5:30 the next 

morning and off we drove to meet Cynthia Anderson in Mil-

ledgeville. 

 

   Cynthia, GERL Area Coordinator and grant writer extraordi-

naire, had been contacted by a 66 year old man who owned 

thirty to forty horses.  He didn’t even know exactly how many 

horses he had!  It had been his twenty year dream to produce 

good endurance prospects by crossbreeding Mustangs, Arabs, 

and Quarter Horses.  Due to severe COPD and other health 

problems, he realized that it was time for him to start thinking 

about dispersing his herd and reluctantly, he asked GERL for 

help.  That was both the first and the last thing he did that made 

sense to us. 

   We have long been aware that there are large herds of horses 

in our state that are kept by people who do not go to the trouble, 

or are unable to train or even properly care for them.  The 

horses are allowed to breed each year and the herds continue to 

grow.  One example is the Pike County herd of near 100 horses 

impounded by the Dept. of Agriculture several years ago.  We 

at GERL knew that we would eventually be asked to get in-

volved with such cases and we wanted to be prepared. 

 

   This would be the day that Miss Anne, Cynthia, and I would 

have our eyes opened wide concerning the extent of the prob-

lems we might face.  It was our plan to meet with the owner of 

the horses and his veterinarian to choose about 15 mares and 

babies, halter or contain them, help the vet pull blood for Cog-

gins, photograph, and paste worm each one in preparation for 

the next step toward finding new homes.    How naive we were! 

 

    Upon arriving on the property, we pulled over to view a small 

group of horses contained in a rickety, falling down, barbed 

wire fence.  All were gathered around a nice looking round bale 

of hay but, while some of them appeared to be of a normal 

weight, some of them were very thin.  There was an older stal-

lion, several mares, and some younger colts and fillies.  All of 

the mares appeared to be in foal and the youngsters exhibited 

both dull hair coats and “pot bellies”, indicative of a heavy para-

site load.  We would soon be introduced to multiple similar 

groups of horses contained by the same inadequate and down-

right dangerous fencing, scattered over the property. 

 

    We were met by the site of a very run down shack that was 

half old house trailer and half poorly constructed additions 

hanging on the front and back.  Old cars, trucks, and pieces of 

vehicles were strewn over the yard.  A very skinny, hunched 

over, older man with a cigarette hanging from his mouth quietly 

appeared.  That would be Tom.  This was the real beginning of 

our, never to be forgotten, experience with a true hoarder. 

 

    I could easily write a book about the four hours we spent with 

Tom and his horses but it would wrongly be placed in the fic-

tion section of any library.  I will attempt to condense my 

memories of the experience. 

 

   As Tom very SLOWLY walked us from one group of horses  

to the next, he described his health issues in detail.  The stal-

lions were gentle to approach but untouchable.  Some of the 

mares were healthier looking than others but all were in foal.  

The young horses were skittish and afraid to get near us or the 

stallion. There was one mare about which we were very con-

cerned.  She was extremely thin and while she chewed hay con-

tinuously, she seemed unable to swallow.  This was evidenced 

by globs of “cud” lying around her on the ground.  When asked, 

Tom aged the mare at three years.  We began to doubt the accu-

racy of his record keeping and/or his memory when he told us 

that each horse we discussed was a three year old. 

Lessons Learned from a Large Herd Dispersal Attempt 

by Patty Livingston and Anne Ensminger 

Continued on page 11 
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    While we waited for Dr. Steve, the veterinarian, Tom let us 

know that we knew nothing about his horses and gave us in-

structions to move slowly, keep our hands below our waists and 

our mouths shut to avoid frightening them.  The latter two in-

structions were delivered in those exact words.  He left little 

doubt that, in his mind, he was an expert concerning horses.  As 

he attempted to give us the impression that he was also an ex-

pert on other subjects ranging from baseball to politics, and 

even religion, we were becoming more and more amazed and 

underwhelmed by his arrogance. 

 

   Along the way I picked up a piece of barbwire that had curled 

itself into a ball and placed it against a pump house.  He saw me 

do this and told me to put it back where I found it!  His reason-

ing?  The horses would get into the wire if it was out of the 

way, but if it is lying in the middle of the yard where they could 

easily see it, they will go around!  OMG!  I put it back but I was 

not happy.  I looked at Cynthia and Miss Anne and rolled my 

eyes while he continued babbling about this horse or that one.  

He called them by name, many were names from the Bible. 

 

   As the vet arrived, we were unloading several bags of senior 

feed, some halters of various sizes, and a case of paste wormer 

which we hoped to use for this day’s project.  A young filly 

watched over a thrown together paddock fence, constructed 

using wooden pallets and hay string.  She was thin.  Cynthia 

explained that this was one of two extremely emaciated fillies 

about which she had been especially concerned.  She had asked 

Tom to put them up in a separate pen so that they could receive 

the nourishment required to bring them back to an acceptable 

body score.  For some reason, Tom had only put one filly up.  

We learned that the other had died the week before.  The re-

maining filly had gained about 80 pounds, according to Cyn-

thia.  Still, as a very small yearling, her growth was perma-

nently stunted. 

 

   It was sarcastically noted by Tom that the vet was fifteen min-

utes late.  This man was beginning to grate on my nerves.  Even 

though we had been there for only a very short time, I felt no 

sense of appreciation toward us, Dr. Steve, or for the fact that 

we were all there at 8 AM on a Saturday morning solely to help 

this man get his horses ready for new homes! 

 

    Predictably, Tom took charge immediately and told us that 

we would start with the stunted filly in the pen.  She was the 

tamest of all the horses on the property.  Out of his pocket, Tom 

pulled a long cord with a snap at one end.  He made a noose 

which he quickly slipped over the surprised filly’s head.  He 

then made another loop and put it over her nose.  When she felt 

the pressure, she immediately started to resist and he wrangled 

with her until he got over to a pine tree that was growing inside 

the pen.  He then wrapped his end of the rope around the tree.  

He would “choke her down” as he explained to the four of us 

who were standing outside the pen in wide eyed amazement.  

Tom’s plan dictated that Dr. Steve was to quickly rush in, draw 

the needed blood sample, and worm the filly.  Realizing that his 

very life could be in peril, Dr. Steve had to do all of this “on the 

run” because the poor filly was not standing still for any of this.  

After approaching the young horse four different times and hav-

ing to jump back out of the way of her thrashing body and 

hooves, he actually managed to obtain a blood sample and 

worm her.  This was a bit unnerving to all of us as we realized 

that this little filly was much smaller than any of the other 

horses to be handled going forward and she wasn’t exactly a 

piece of cake! 

 

   Our suggestion that Tom use some of the nice halters we 

brought was quickly dismissed because “those things are not 

worth a darn”.  I guess he favored the “choke method” which 

none of us wanted to ever see again. 

Continued on page 12 

Continued from page 10 
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   I could write for days about all that came next but judging 

from the description of how dealing with the smallest and gen-

tlest of the horses went, you can imagine that it only got much 

worse and that we were unable to even get near our goal for the 

day.  In the end, we managed to catch and pull blood on only a 

few of the most gentle and debilitated mares.  How could it 

have been only four hours that we had been in the presence of 

this unbelievable man?  We were totally horrified, aggravated 

and frustrated.  Dr. Steve kept looking at his watch and, no 

doubt, praying he would receive an emergency call so that he 

could leave. 

 

  Our original plan was that we would return to the property on 

November 9th. (GERL Stallion to Gelding Day), bring corral 

panels, and extra helpers so that Dr. Steve could castrate the 

nine or so stallions on the property.  As the morning slipped 

away and we had accomplished so little, we had to face the 

realization that this was not anything like what we had expected 

and we were full of doubt that we would be able to help. These 

were mostly mature, unhandled horses.  Most importantly, it 

would be impossible to work with this owner. 

 

   As Tom threw a coffee can full of feed into a large rubber tub 

on the ground, all of the horses from one of the groups crowded 

around trying to grab a bite of the feed.  Tom was right in the 

middle of the pushing, shoving, kicking, and biting horses try-

ing to slip one of his little ropes over a mare’s head.  As we 

observed this failed routine for at least the tenth time, Dr. Steve 

wisely announced to us that he would not be participating fur-

ther in the project, including the castration of the stallions.  We 

totally agreed with him in feeling that it was simply too danger-

ous. 

 

   We were all mentally exhausted and relieved as we left the 

property but we definitely left with lasting concerns regarding 

the horses.   We discussed reporting the situation to the GDA , 

Equine Division.  They would send an Equine Inspector out 

who would be forced to report that there was adequate hay and 

water available.  They would most likely find feed in the barn.  

They would maintain an open case file but their hands are actu-

ally tied when it comes to such things as dictating that horses 

receive minimal training which would be the first step in being 

able to provide basic dental and foot care, or parasite control. 

Actually, the most basic nutritional needs of these horses are 

being met.  The problems arise from Tom’s unwillingness to 

acknowledge that it is the strongest horses that dictate which of 

the others may approach the food source.  All of the stallions 

were fat and shiny.  The older mares and young horses were 

thin. 

 

  Even if Tom had met his goal of producing a perfect group of 

endurance prospects, his demeanor, as well as the condition of 

the horses and the property would prevent any serious buyer 

from taking a second look.  It’s an impossible situation. 

 

The lessons we learned: 

 Hoarders have a problem with their thinking and unless 

they are removed from the premises, a successful dispersal 

cannot occur. 

 Horses, at a minimum, must be halter broke.  Ninety-nine 

percent of equine veterinarians refuse to work with wild 

horses. 

 Mares and stallions in the same herd must be separated.  

Adequate containment facilities must be available. 

 Lastly, a personal realization; Just the strong desire to help, 

is not nearly enough. 

 

I guess this story has no ending for now but if it did, it certainly 

would NOT be “and all lived happily ever after.” 

Continued from page 11 

Dear Georgia Equine Rescue League, 

 

We wanted to say thank you so much for sponsoring the Castration Day event where veterinary students can 

become involved.  Because of this, we were able to get out of the classroom and into the real world of a local 

veterinary hospital.  It is also such an amazing experience getting to interact with clients, gaining practical 

and technical knowledge and getting to meet all the wonderful people involved in the equine veterinary field 

(including GERL)!  We strongly believe experiences like these are what will lead to the production of excel-

lent future veterinarians!  It was a pleasure working with you and we hope to continue to do so in the future! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

UGA Phenology Club 

 

Editors Note:  The note above was sent to GERL in a  very nice thank you card that was signed by all of the 

students who participated in the Georgia Stallion to Gelding Castration Day on November 9th. 
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   As we approach the end of 

2013 I can't help but reflect 

back on how much we have 

accomplished.  Several years 

ago I wrote a project plan 

listing all of the things I 

wanted to put in place within 

GERL and I feel very good 

about where we are right 

now.  Everything from that 

plan is in place today.  GERL has been promoting 

Georgia's Get Well Plan for the past three years 

and we are finally starting to see some fruits from 

our labor.   My  goal for GERL going forward is 

to build an army and get a higher level of support 

for the Get Well Plan.  My thoughts on how to 

accomplish that are BIG!   

 

   I  recently heard from a friend of mine that there 

was an open Board position available on the Agri-

culture Commodity Commission for Equine 

(ACCE).  This is the organization that is in charge 

of the funds that come from the sale of the Geor-

gia equine license plate, which has been in exis-

tence for approximately seven years now.   He 

suggested that I might want to look into it.  Never 

ignoring an open door,  I did just that.   The appli-

cation they required asked for a short summary of 

why I wanted to fill a position on the ACCE 

Board and I didn't mince words to say my interest 

was solely to get exposure and support of the 

Georgia Get Well Plan.  Of course, I attached a 

copy of the plan.  My thoughts were that I might 

as well be up front, and if I got the position, great.  

And, if I don't get the position, nothing lost there, 

either, since I already have a plate full.   But I 

have been looking for the right vehicle that could 

best take this important plan to a higher level and 

it seemed that this might be it.  

 

   After a month or so I received a formal letter 

signed by Commissioner Gary Black thanking me 

for applying for the position, but letting me know 

that it had gone to someone else.   No problem.  I 

know that no matter what, we're still marching 

forward with the message.  A couple of weeks 

passed and that same friend called me, again.   He 

explained how the positions of the ACCE are se-

lected by the House of Representatives, the Sen-

ate and the Commissioner.  He said that they had 

come up with the idea of creating an Advisory 

Committee to the ACCE Board who would be-

come familiar with the goals of the organization 

and might also serve as Board members in the fu-

ture when other positions  were open for appoint-

ment .  Again, he suggested that I apply.  I did ap-

ply for and received one of the Advisory posi-

tions. 

 

   Though I have never been much on politics, I 

believe that this organization would be the perfect 

way to get the support and promotion that the 

Plan needs.  Of course, it is also the organization 

that should be helping to support our State equine 

program.  I would love for everybody else to rec-

ognize how great Georgia is because we do have 

this program!  It is not a liability; it is unique to 

any other.  This is NOT about horse rescue, but it 

is about making a difference for horses!  I don't 

want GERL to be the only one promoting castra-

tion day.  I also don't want us to be the only ones 

who support the GDA Equine program.  Here is a 

chance to make some changes and I am like a dog 

with a bone.    

 

   I am a firm believer that we are here on this 

earth to glorify God.  And, let me say this about 

that...I have no other motivation.  Through GERL, 

I am committed to make a difference for horses 

and God is opening doors every day to make it 

happen! 

LET ME SAY THIS … ABOUT THAT 
By  Patty Livingston, President 
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Starved and neglected horses impounded by the Georgia Department of Agriculture 
need your help!   Donations will be applied directly towards feed and hay for im-
pounded horses.  Currently, the cost for rehabilitating a horse is approximately $150 
per month, per horse. 
 
Make your TAX DEDUCTIBLE donation through the Georgia Equine Rescue League, 
Ltd. “Feed a Horse” program.  We need your help so that these horses can live. 
 
Get involved!  Ask your friends, family, co-workers and others to help raise money to 
feed the horses! 

I would like to make a donation of: 

□  $150.00 per month for 4 months to rehabilitate one horse. 

□ $600.00 one time donation to rehabilitate one horse. 

□ $____________ per month to help rehabilitate the horses. 

□ $____________ any donation is gladly accepted! 

 

Name: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________ City:_____________ State:____ Zip:_________ 

Telephone #: _____________________  Email:  ________________________________ 

THANK YOU! 
Make check payable to:  

GERL 

Mail to: P.O. Box 328 

Bethlehem, GA  30620 

“Feed a Horse” 
Program 

Before After 

www.gerlltd.org 

Your donation is 

tax deductible! 

 

Feed A Horse Program 
GEORGIA EQUINE RESCUE LEAGUE 
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GERL Christmas Party 2013 
By Anne Ensminger 

 

   Can it have been a whole YEAR since the last GERL Christ-

mas Party?  Time flies for many of us and sometimes seems to 

be in short supply but attending this annual event is something 

that we all manage to squeeze into our busy holiday schedule.    

The party is hosted each year by Patty Livingtston.  She truly 

has, and knows how to inspire, the TRUE Christmas spirit.  Her 

home is decorated to the hilt with festive lights and Christmas 

trees in almost every room.  She loves giving personal tours of 

her home, both to show off her spirit, and to make her guests 

feel welcome. 

   Each year Patty issues a very wide invitation to, not only 

GERL members, but to her neighbors, and any guests that any-

one wants to bring.  The invitation asks everyone to bring a 

favorite beverage and a dish to share.   

 

   SO…..arrive they did, and BRING they did!  Most folks ar-

rived right at 7 PM and each presented with an arm full of 

scrumptious looking dishes, a brown bag that held heaven 

knows what, and a huge smile on their face ready to receive 

warm greetings and special hugs.  Many drove a fair distance 

on a very gloomy evening but it was well worth the effort.  Yes, 

the Christmas season has now begun! 

 

   Because it had been such a rainy and dreary day, the tradi-

tional HUGE bonfire was not blazing outside the dining room 

window.  The wood had been delivered in readiness but the 

weather just did not cooperate.  Undaunted, everyone found out 

how nice it was to stay inside and be so close that one was 

forced to talk loudly to be heard.  Since everyone was elbow to 

elbow, it was wonderful to turn slightly and there was a friendly 

face with something new and interesting to chat about. 

Susie Bond,  Jessie and Tom Murray 

Reponda Bailey, Jan Wilson, Amy Cox,  

Thomas Threatt and Mickey Farmer 

Party goers having fun! 

...Continued on page 25 

Patty Livingston and Sue Wrensen 
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   This is Cartell. He was found starving and was impounded by GDA with 10 other horses. Cartell was sent 

to the Mansfield Impound Facility for rehabilitation.  His arrival weight was 676 lbs. Cartell was very shy 

and wanted nothing to do with people. However, he did get along very well with the other horses. He eventu-

ally grew to trust people and seemed to enjoy all the attention he was getting. When Cartell was sold at the 

GDA auction, he weighed over 800lbs. His new owner says he is a loving horse and will do anything asked 

of him on the ground and under saddle. GDA wishes them both the best and looks forward to more pictures 

in the future! 

GDA Success Stories 

2002 BEE HORSE GOOSENECK TRAILER FOR SALE 
 

This trailer was donated to GERL 3 years ago by a middle Georgia therapeutic riding organization with 

the caveat that it was to be used in the middle Georgia area.  It has been at the Pulaski prison impound 

since being donated, but because it is steel and heavy they are unable to pull it safely  with their older 

model  3/4 ton trucks.  They have contacted GERL to see if we would consider selling it and buying 

them something that they can use.   The 

trailer was new when purchased and cost 

14,392.00. It is a 4 horse straight load 

with side doors.  It has a small dressing 

room with A/C that works great.  Tires 

are good. We are asking $8500.00.  

More pictures available upon request.  

Please contact Patty Livingston at 770-

867-0760, if interested. 



17 

*Directions traveling Hwy 400 North from Cum-

ming.  Go through lights at Hwy 369 / Hwy 306 and 

Jot Em Down Road.  Go left on Dawson Forest Road 

at Dawson Premium Outlet Mall.  Cross Hwy 9 and 

follow signs.  Go through gate and turn right into 

Dawson Forest parking lot.   

Lots of Prizes Awarded! 

 

A donation of $25.00 includes lunch and one poker hand. GERL 

MEMBERS WILL RECEIVE 1 EXTRA HAND AT NO 

ADDITIONAL COST (JUST SHOW US YOUR GERL 

MEMBERSHIP CARD TO DRAW YOUR EXTRA HAND). 
Additional poker hands are available to all for a donation of $5.00 per 

hand. You must show us your horse’s negative coggins test  at the 

time of registration.  Water is available on the trail, but not at the trailer 

area.  WE RECOMMEND THAT YOU BRING WATER FOR YOUR 

HORSE! Please call Anne Ensminger @ (770) 464-3348  or 

missanne612@bellsouth.net  for further information.  Come ride  

against horse abuse and help us raise money for the starved and abused 

horses in Georgia. ALL PRIZES WILL BE AWARDED AT 2 

PM!!!  *Dawson Forest has a $7 trail fee.  If you do not have an 

annual pass you will be required to pay an additional $7 for this 

ride.  GERL will collect this fee and forward it appropriately.   

TO BENEFIT THE 

GEORGIA EQUINE RESCUE LEAGUE, LTD. 

Saturday - March 1, 2014 
Dawson Forest 

Dawsonville, GA 
Registration begins at 9:00 a.m. 

 the ride begins at 10:00 a.m. 

Rain or Shine. 
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We Need Your Help!   

Auction Items are Needed. 
 

We have upcoming events that will  

include auctions. 

 

We need you to help by donating auction 

items.  These items can include new or used 

tack, home décor items, gift certificates, etc.   

Remember… our auctions are only as success-

ful as the items that we have to offer. 

 

Do you have a beach house?  A cabin rental?  

Do you have a timeshare that you do not use?  

Perhaps you would consider donating a few 

nights or a week for one of our upcoming auc-

tions?  It’s tax deductible and benefits a great 

cause. 

 

Thank You In Advance For Your Support!

If you have items to donate or 

have additional questions please contact: 

Sue Wrensen  /  (770) 331-6947  

swrensen@comcast.net 

 

 

Get Well Wishes 
 

GERL wishes a speedy recovery and total healing 

for David Dean.  We also wish strength and 

peace for wife, Pat.  David recently underwent 

major surgery and we pray that his positive out-

look will carry both of them.  We love you, 

David. 

In Memory of: 
 

Freckles by Linda Stringer 

Glory by Barbara Decker 

Chloe (Marian Finco’s goat) by Sue Ware 

Carolyn Smith by Margaret Carden 

Stetson by John Absalon 

Seeking Horse Training Information 
By Anne Ensminger 

 
   As many of you know, the Georgia Department of Agricul-

ture, Equine Division has formed a partnership with two Geor-

gia women’s prison facilities.  One is located at the Arrendale 

State Prison near Gainesville, GA and the other is at Pulaski 

State Prison near Hawkinsville, GA.  An equine holding facil-

ity has been built at both locations.  Certain inmates earn the 

right to become a part of the team which cares for, and spends 

time with the horses.   This came about because of awareness 

that many impounded horses, after suffering sometimes a life-

time of starvation and/or abuse, are in desperate need of proper 

human interaction if they are to ever trust humans again. 

 

   At the last equine auction held at the GDA Mansfield Im-

pound Barn, horses were brought from Pulaski Prison and were 

accompanied by their inmate handlers.  The inmates rode the 

horses so that bidders could see that they are ridable and quiet 

under saddle.  Since this program has been in place the price 

received for rehabilitated, impounded horses has risen signifi-

cantly. 

 

   It just happened that GERL was holding a yard sale in con-

junction with the horse sale, to benefit one of the GDA horses 

needing expensive surgery on that day.  One of the items do-

nated to our sale was a book of training instructions written by 

John Lyons.  I was very moved when one of the prison guards 

came over and bought that book with her own money so that 

she could give it to the prisoners to study.  She told me that 

they were just like little sponges when they had access to any 

material concerning caring for, handling, riding, or training 

horses.   

 

   At that moment, I realized that I had shelves full of VCR 

tapes, CDs, and books on these subjects that I seldom use any 

longer.  I know exactly what I am going to do with those mate-

rials and I am writing to ask if any of our readers might join me 

in starting a library specifically for use by the devoted inmates 

who work hard and are very proud to be a part of the Equine 

Programs at the two prisons. 

 

   We are seeking instructive materials of any kind concerning 

BASIC horse handling. If you can help, please contact me.  My 

contact information can be found on the “Who’s Who” page of 

every issue of the GERL Newsletter.  We will chat about the 

best way for you to get the materials to me or to one of the 

prisons.  Remember that the fair market value for all donated 

items to GERL, is 100% tax deductible.  You will be furnished 

with written verification of your donation for your tax records. 

 

   This is one more way we can help horses while, at the same 

time, helping these inmates look toward the future whether or 

not they continue to be involved with horses.  I have always 

known that we learn how to treat each other as we experience 

love and caring for the happiness and welfare of our animals. 

mailto:swrensen@comcast.net
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   SoPhar Ranch is a beautiful equine boarding facility 

in Powder Springs that offers lessons, training and 

various equine events in addition to full and pasture 

board.  It is run by Megan Foose, Owner and Jessy 

Sovoda, Equine Services Director.  Megan and Jessy 

contacted GERL to see if we would be interested in 

being a part of their Horsemanship Challenge sched-

uled for October 26, 2013.  They planned to raffle a 

decorative headstall with all proceeds going to GERL. 

 

   I arrived at the Ranch early Saturday morning and 

set up my informational booth.  It was cold that morn-

ing but pretty soon the participants began arriving.  

There were youth classes, adult classes, a bareback 

ride and a buddy ride.  They offered both novice and 

advanced classes. From my vantage point, I could see 

the horses going through the obstacle course. 

 

   Throughout the day, people came by my booth to 

find out more about GERL and then stopped into the 

cantina to buy a raffle ticket to win the headstall.  The 

raffle was held at the end of the day and over $200 

was raised for GERL. 

 

   My thanks to Megan and Jessy for picking GERL to 

receive the proceeds from the raffle and for allowing 

me to hang out at their beautiful facility.    For more 

information about SoPhar Ranch, you can check out 

their webpage at https://sopharranch.com or give 

them a call at 404-358-4767. 
 

SoPhar Ranch Horsemanship Challenge - GERL Receives Proceeds from Raffle 
October 26, 2013 

Written by Lynne Robinson Yates 

Bullet Has His Forever Home  
By Patty Livingston 

   Bullet must be one of the luckiest horses on this planet! Not only did he get rescued and beat the odds of survival (with the help 

of one of the largest fan clubs I have ever witnessed), but now he has found the perfect "forever home" to live out his years.  

   You may recall that Bullet's story graced the cover of our last quarterly newsletter.  Well, he has fully recovered from his surgery 

to remove an infected tooth and was ready to leave the Mansfield impound where he 

lived for the past nine months. GDA Inspector, Jessie Murray, delivered Bullet to his 

new home with Lynne Mills from Lindale, GA on Tuesday, Sept. 24th. Lynne was kind 

enough to reach out to GERL during our campaign to secure donations for Bullet's sur-

gery and offered to adopt him after his recovery. She has two horses on the property and 

one in training. So, Bullet has two new pasture friends, already. 

   Thank you so much to everybody who supported, prayed or promoted this little horse. 

BECAUSE OF YOU, WE MADE A DIFFERENCE!! 

https://sopharranch.com
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Diary of a Skittish Horse Part Two 
By Eddy O’Hern 

   Well it sure has been an awesome journey with Payday.  

As most of you all know he came to us as a horse that was 

in such a state of fear that he was almost given up on.  This 

is a continuation of his story from our last newsletter.  I 

hope you all enjoy the update. 

 

   As some of you may already know, I have been training 

Sarah Schelkoph to train horses.  She has been the individ-

ual that has been working with Payday under my tutelage.  

Sarah is a natural and is doing wonders with Payday. 

 

   Since our last update a lot has happened with Payday, as 

Sarah came in September she has worked with Payday on 

desensitizing him to many different objects.  He will now 

allow us to throw the plastic tarp all over his body and to 

cover him with it along with waving a plastic bag on a 

stick and throwing ropes all over him.  Since we have got-

ten him to accept these items his fear has subsided to al-

most non existent.  He still watches everything closely but 

takes most everything in stride now. 

 

15 October 2013 
   This month we started working Payday with the Jeffers 

Method of getting a horse used to someone being on his 

back.  The procedure is to begin by jumping up and down 

beside the horse on both sides to get him used to that par-

ticular movement.  Once he is good with that we then put 

our arms over his back and pull our feet off the ground to 

have our body weight on his back.  Once he became used 

to the weight we then jump up and lay over his back while 

rubbing all over his body.  We then progress to lying 

straight across his back with our feet crossed and sticking 

out past his tail.  When we get off we start getting off at his 

side and slowly progress to sliding off over his tail end.  

Once he got used to that we started adding the saddle.  So 

he has done really well. 

 

22 October 2013 
   We started the process of getting on Payday today, Sarah 

stepped up in the saddle and leaned over and rubbed him 

all over.  She did that several times on both sides.  She has 

also now taken him to the fence and worked him with her 

on the fence so he will get more used to her being above 

him.  Once he was used to her being there we decided it 

was time for her to put her leg over into the saddle.  She 

did that several times from each side and then actually sat 

down in the saddle with one hand and foot still on the 

fence in case Payday couldn’t handle it.  Payday did great. 

 

 

 

23 October 2013 

   Well since Payday did so well with Sarah sitting on his 

back off of the fence and since he is now desensitized to 

the stirrups being flapped on his side we have decided it’s 

time for his first ride.  Sarah brought her helmet in this 

morning and after some ground work (very important to 

do) we saddled up and began the process of the first ride.  

Sarah stepped up in the saddle stood straight up then got 

down.  She then did the same on the off side.  Once we 

saw Payday was good with that she then laid across the 

saddle on both sides while rubbing him all over.  He did so 

well that she then stood up in the stirrup and put her leg 

over and sat down.  After about 2 seconds she got off.  Af-

ter doing that several times on each side she then sat in the 

saddle for about 5 minutes.  Payday did so well that we 

decided to try for some forward movement.  I directed him 

as though I was free lunging him and he moved right out.  

So the first ride was a success with no problems at all. 

 

2 November 2013 
   Well here we are now with Payday doing so well that we 

are riding him out in the pasture with a hackamore and he 

is doing amazingly well.  He has surprised both me and 

Sarah.  I have barrels set up in the pasture for an obstacle 

course and he is moving through them very well.  All of 

our ground work preparation has certainly made his pro-

gression smother.  All of the flexing left and right and 

lunging while changing directions has taught him to follow 

his nose.  When we pull left, he knows to go left and so on.  

That was all learned from the ground.  Folks, “GROUND 

WORK IS THE KEY TO SUCCESS”  in anything that 

you want to teach a horse. 
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14 November 2013 

   Today we decided to put the snaffle bit on Payday and 

let him wear it under the hackamore so he will get used to 

it being in his mouth.  He, as all horses will do, played 

with it and didn’t really seem thrilled about it but took it 

in stride.  After riding with him for a while he came to 

accept it and settled down.  We will ride him this way for 

a while and then take off the hackamore and just use the 

bit. 

 

12 November 2013 

   Our first trail ride with Payday, he did so well that we 

have decided that we will take him on the trails as often as 

we can from this day forward.  He was very calm and 

acted as though he just loved being out there.  I do not 

have any still pictures of him on the trail; I wish I did. I’ll 

try to send some.  Mostly I have videos, if anyone would 

like to see them they are on facebook on my page called 

“Eddy O’Hern Horsemanship” you can see all the pro-

gress there.  Like the page and you will get all updates on 

your page. 

 

21 November 2013 

   We took off the hackamore today and went with just the 

Round Ring Snaffle bit and Payday is doing wonderfully 

with it.  We went out on the trails and he is doing great. 

 

29 November 2013 
   Payday is moving forward at such a pace that we are 

now riding at a walk and trot.  He is doing figure 8’s, and 

weaving in and out of the barrels and backing through our 

figure L made out of PVC pipes on the ground.  What a 

great little guy. 

 

2 December 2013 

   Payday is doing so well that it won’t be long that he will 

be able to be put up for adoption.  We are now working on 

him with the stick and flag while riding and the plastic 

tarp while riding.  So, I feel very confident in saying that 

most of his fears are no longer with him.  As I said when I 

first got him here to work with him, “He has turned into a 

wonderful horse that strives to please.” He loves people 

and longs for attention.  He sees us coming and he comes 

to the gate or the fence and acts like he just can’t wait for 

us to get there to rub on him. 

 

4 December 2013 
   Well what more can I say about Payday he has done so 

well that all there is left to do is refine some of his train-

ing.  We will be riding and refining his walk, trot, and 

canter.  Oh yes! I forgot to add that we are now able to 

pick up his back feet.  It took a while for him to give up 

that part of his flight response but he is there now.  I will 

be trimming his back feet soon.  
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   If you read noth-

ing else in this issue, 

please read Patty’s 

article concerning 

the large herd dis-

persal in which 

G E R L  b e c a m e 

somewhat involved.  

This is not an isolated type of situation.  We are 

very concerned about hoarders and the effects 

they have on large numbers of horses and other 

animals.   

 

   Our Stallion to Gelding Day was again a re-

sounding success.  We are very grateful to the 

veterinarians, vet students, and UGA faculty who 

participated.  Once again this year we received a 

small grant from the Unwanted Horse Coalition 

to help with this very important project.  Next 

year we will be applying for additional grants as 

we find philanthropic entities which recognize 

our Stallion to Gelding Program as a viable solu-

tion to the present problems created by an over-

abundance of horses. 

 

   I want to call the attention of our membership 

to some who send very generous donations to 

GERL on a very predictable schedule.  Some of 

these donors are members and some are not.  

They are obviously committed to our efforts on 

behalf of many unfortunate horses in need of 

help.  Whether or not Miss Anne, your Secretary, 

gets acknowledgements in the mail for these do-

nations in a timely manner, the donations con-

tinue to regularly appear.  I find it overwhelming 

and heartwarming.  Their names are always 

listed in our newsletter but I often wonder if 

many of us recognize how often they appear.  

Anyway, those of us who receive the donations 

by mail or via PayPal have come to recognize 

these names with a warm feeling of gratitude.  

EVERY donation is hugely appreciated but those 

that appear so regularly bring a special inspira-

tion for us to keep on keeping on.  

 

  We have been discussing holding a membership 

drive.  Heaven knows, we could use more mem-

bers but I think that such an effort would not be 

necessary if every member would tell just one of 

their horse loving friends about GERL and invite 

them to consider becoming a member. 

 

   It’s an organization where participation can be 

as much or as little as members feel they want to 

become involved.  Just the yearly membership 

dues and occasional attendance at one of our 

events is a tremendous help.  It doesn’t take long 

to realize that the more you put into anything, the 

more reward you receive in return. 

 

   For the first time in twenty years, GERL did 

not hold a fall weekend trail ride.  It was not our 

fault.  We planned it and even had some faithful 

members send their registrations in anticipation 

of our usual fun get together.  The Forestry Ser-

vice notified us, at practically the last minute, 

that they were not honoring our application to 

hold our event at Bull Mountain because deer 

hunting season would open that weekend and it 

would not have been safe for us to have riders on 

the trails.  After much strife and consternation, 

your Board of Directors realized that it was too 

late to reschedule so the event was cancelled.  

Actually, I suppose it was a blessing.  It gave us 

an opportunity to step back and evaluate the rea-

son for a decreasing attendance at our “same old, 

same old” events.  We have done the same type 

of thing each spring and fall since GERL was 

formed.  Your Board of Directors looks forward 

to planning something new for next fall and we 

welcome suggestions from the membership.  We 

are seeking opportunities for families to come 

together and enjoy each other and our horses 

while, at the same time, raising money to con-

tinue our care of horses in need.  Let us hear 

from you! 

 

A Note from the 

Secretary’s Desk 
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RANGER’S SURGERY 

 
   Ranger is a Georgia Dept. of Agriculture (GDA) horse 

that came into the State program several months ago. He 

had a large hernia underneath his belly.  Surgery was per-

formed by Dr. McCommon down at Ft. Valley to repair it.  

However, aftercare is crucial after hernia surgery and stall 

rest is required.  Ranger was living down at the Pulaski 

Prison Impound at the time and they do not have the abil-

ity to stall a horse. It is assumed that Ranger was over-

active during the healing process which caused the protru-

sion you see in the pictures.  He was moved from the Pu-

laski impound to Mansfield where GERL was contacted 

requesting approval to get a vet to check him out.  In or-

der to get good x-rays to see exactly what was going on 

ended up requiring a trip to UGA.  We received an esti-

mate of $800 - $1200 to repair the hernia, depending on 

what they found when they operated. 

 

    The GERL Board of Directors voted to use the leftover 

money that was donated for Bullet, another GDA horse 

who recently required an operation to remove a bad tooth.   

Bullet's story graced the cover of our last quarterly news-

letter.  Luckily, we received more donations than were 

needed to pay for Bullet's surgery and there was just the 

right amount left over that would cover the cost for 

Ranger, or most of it.  We gave the approval and the sur-

gery was performed.  Everything went very well and the 

hernia was successfully repaired.  Ranger is doing great 

today and is all healed. 

This is picture of Ranger's side view before surgery  

Ranger after surgery.  

Kel-Mac Saddle Club Donates to GERL 

By Patty Livingston 

 

   I was invited to attend the Kel-Mac Saddle Club's annual Awards Banquet on December 8th at Bonner's Triple B Restau-

rant in Buckhead.  This is the location of their banquet every year and the food is always delicious!  We were invited in order 

to receive a donation they were making to GERL.  Kel-Mac has donated money to GERL for the past three years and we are 

very humbled and very grateful to be on their donation recipient list.   

 

   For me, the highlight of the evening was the recognition of a young girl  named Gabriella, who rides in the Special Olym-

pics.  She was presented with  the Sportsmanship award which had her beaming from ear to 

ear.  She received a Kel-Mac jacket and her non-profit organization also received a check. 

 
   Kel-Mac members raise money by putting on horse shows, which has been their specialty for 

years.  They were established in 1976 and are one of the longest continuously running clubs in the 

state of Georgia.   I couldn't help but notice the large number of kids in attendance, which is proof 

to me that horse shows are what turns kids on!   Hmmm.  Food for thought.  They are also a trail-

riding club and organize rides all over the southeast just for the enjoyment of their members. 

 

   The money that is donated by Kel-Mac has been delegated for GERL's Stallion to Gelding Cas-

tration Day for the past two years.  It is one of the best programs that we sponsor (in my opinion) 

and a place where we can always use funds.   I spent the time before the banquet  started to walk 

around to each of the tables full of Kel-Mac members, passing out a copy of the GERL newslet-

ter.  I thanked them for their hard work in raising the money and selecting GERL as one of their 

recipients.  I let them know that we were able to help turn 114 stallions into geldings this year at 

our annual castration day.  They seemed extremely pleased and surprised by the number, which 

only made my smile bigger!  THANK YOU, KEL-MAC! 
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UGA Students Help GERL With Horses 

By Patty Livingston 

 
   It has long been a dream of mine that one day GERL foster 

horses and UGA students could somehow get together and re-

sult in something wonderful.  Then, suddenly, one day I re-

ceived an email from Jeanne Barsanti, DVM, a former UGA 

veterinarian, offered to send out a communication to the UGA 

DVM Candidate students to form a team to work with some of 

the GERL foster horses in close proximity to Athens. 

 

   Shortly after that, I was contacted by a young lady named 

Hannah Fearing, who is a DVM Candidate at UGA .  Hannah 

told me that she uses the clicker method of training, with which 

I was somewhat familiar.   We set up a time for her to come out 

to my farm and meet CJ, my current GERL foster horse.  CJ 

was one of the horses that  was returned to GERL by his adop-

tive parents due to health issues in their family.  They were 

older folks who never rode, and at 12 years old, we were told 

he is a riding horse; we just have never witnessed it.   I was 

thinking "bless you Hannah", and hoping she would click with 

him.   No pun intended. 

 

   It was drizzling rain the day Hannah was supposed to come.  I 

actually expected she wouldn't come because of the weather, 

but there she was.  She didn't care.  I sat on my front porch and 

watched her working with him for a little while.  It was obvious 

in a very short time that CJ LOVED HANNAH!  He paid atten-

tion to her and learned very quickly what she wanted him to do.   

My neighbor and I had been working with CJ a little, so I was 

able to give Hannah a small list of things where he needed im-

provement. 

 

   The top of the list was trailer loading.  In fact, his forehead 

was still healing from the injury he did to himself when I 

picked him up from Blue Ridge.  I still have no idea why he 

suddenly refused to load that day.  Perhaps it was the fact that 

he has been hauled from one corner of this state clear across to 

the other too many times.  Also on that list was picking up his 

hind feet. 

     In between her studies and everything else she does, Hannah 

usually finds time to come and work with CJ once a week.   She 

has spent 3 or 4 sessions with him, already, and we are seeing 

much improvement in all areas.   In fact, Hannah has her own 

saddle and is already on his back and riding around the pasture 

a little.  We have plans to go on a short trail ride together soon.  

I will ride my mare, who CJ adores, so I'm sure things will go 

well.  He really is a nice horse, he just needs a tune-up.  Hannah 

is doing a wonderful job and she really seems to enjoy working 

with this sweet boy. 

 

    There were other students who signed up to help with GERL 

foster horses, but there is a lack of foster horses in the Athens 

area at this time.  Nonetheless, the connection has been made 

and I hope it can exist for years to come! 

 

    Thanks so much to Jeanne Barsanti for making this happen 

for GERL and CJ!  As I said, this is truly a dream come true for 

me.   The biggest thanks of all go to...Hannah! 

In between all of this hugging, chatting, and enjoying Christ-

mas cheer, everyone 

managed to consume a 

huge plate of tasty food 

and some of the many 

sinful deserts.  Yes, it 

was a great time of fel-

lowship and if you 

missed it, we hope you 

will make it a point to 

join us next year!  Merry 

Christmas! …………..or 

however you traditionally 

express the same senti-

ment. 

GERL Christmas Party...continued from page 15 

Merry Christmas from GERL and friends! Jessie Parker and Betsy Gilman 
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Fox 5 News Story about GERL 
By Anne Ensminger 

 

   In early October of this year, photojournalist, Chris 

Rosenthal traveled from the Fox 5 offices in Atlanta 

to the farm of Patty Livingston, GERL President, in 

Bethlehem GA to do a story on GERL and the cur-

rent sad plight of many horses in our state.  Chris did 

an outstanding job 

of both filming the 

horses and inter-

viewing Patty at the 

same time.  He 

asked very pertinent 

questions which just 

happened to concern 

Patty’s favorite sub-

ject so she had little 

difficulty, with ab-

solutely no pre-

planning, in confi-

dently  providing 

enough information 

for five such inter-

views! 

 

   This interview was an unexpected and outstanding 

opportunity to introduce GERL and our mission to 

the general public.  The GERL Board of Directors is 

grateful to have a chance to let people know the ex-

tent of the need for intervention on behalf of many 

starved, abused, and unwanted horses.  Most people 

like or admire the beauty of horses but have no idea 

how many are suffering at the hands of ignorant or 

uncaring owners.   

 

   In response to Chris’ questions, Patty gave a short 

history of our organization, explained how we work 

with the Georgia Department of Agriculture, Equine 

Division to provide funds for the rehabilitation of 

impounded horses, and even gave a brief description 

of her very important “get well plan” which will, 

when fully implemented, both reduce the number of 

horses being born in our state and insure punishment 

to the full extent of the law, for equine abusers.  Un-

der current conditions, the well known and accurate 

theory of “supply and demand” dictates that horse 

prices remain extremely low; therefore many who 

cannot financially afford horse ownership are able to 

obtain ownership of one or even more equine.  This 

often leads to substandard care of these animals and 

downright abuse. 

 

   Always the most ardent advocate of the work of 

GERL, Patty took great pleasure in describing our 

Foster and Adoption Programs for the rehabilitation 

and placement of many rescued horses.  She was 

quick to express her 

feeling that rescue 

alone is not the an-

swer to this difficult 

problem we seek to 

solve.  It is Patty’s 

strong opinion that 

we must reduce the 

number of horses 

born outside of 

planned breeding 

programs in our 

state and in the en-

tire country.  To im-

plement this out-

come, GERL has 

created our highly 

touted Stallion to Gelding Program which encour-

ages and financially assists stallion owners to obtain 

low cost castration services for their horses.  

 

   The interview was a beautifully photographed and 

edited piece which can still be found on the GERL 

website at www.gerlltd.org.  Reporter, Chris Rosen-

thal left Patty’s farm with a new view of a problem 

which he, and many others, were not aware.  He 

asked us to let him know when GERL holds events 

that Fox 5 might cover.  To be sure, we will let him 

know and we will continue to be very grateful for 

this welcome publicity for our mission.  

 

http://www.gerlltd.org
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Silver Goes to His Forever Home 
By Patty Livingston 

 

   After five months of pure joy of having him around, Sil-

ver moved on to his forever home with GERL's Grant 

Writer and Area Coordinator, Cynthia Anderson, shortly 

after Thanksgiving.  Cynthia and her husband have a 3 

year old granddaughter who has been begging for a gray 

pony!  How did she know we would be taking one in that 

fits her request so perfectly?  And, what a perfect little 

gentleman Silver is.  Nothing seems to rattle him too 

much.  I have a cat that likes to sit on his back and he is 

totally ok with that.  He was 

recently gelded at GERL's 

annual castration day and he 

came through that with fly-

ing colors and at five years 

old, I can already tell the 

difference in his attitude 

since I do have two mares 

living on the property.  He 

had become best buds with 

CJ, my other foster horse, 

who is still hollering for his 

little friend. 

    I know that he will have the best life in the whole state 

of Georgia, living at the Anderson's farm.  They have a 

gelding named Mac that I'm sure will be his New Best 

Forever Friend (NBFF).  He will receive lots of love and 

attention and the best part is that he will actually be ridden 

instead of just a pasture ornament.  In fact, somebody has 

already provided her with a little saddle.  I can't wait to 

see new pictures of him with his "little girl". 

Silver with CJ just before going to his "forever home".  Cynthia leaving with Silver.  

Grayson 
By: Daniella Tomaselli 

 

   What horse-loving girl hasn’t dreamed about having the perfect pony?  We are talking about the kind of pony that you 

can ride with confidence and trust.  The pony that knows it is loved and loves you in return. I want to share my story 

with you of how I found my perfect pony, Grayson, from the Georgia Equine Rescue League (GERL).  

 

   We started out by fostering him, but I fell in love with him and adopted him soon thereafter. We have been together 

now for about 9 months and everyone in my family loves him. He can brighten up anyone’s day with his friendly per-

sonality. My mom and I are currently training him for 

a Pony Club games competition. We are also training 

him in equestrian jumping and dressage. I really, 

really love him. During June, we took Grayson to Pop-

lar Place near Callaway Gardens for an Atlanta Pony 

Club camp, with other regions, and we had lots of fun.  

We are training to qualify for Pony Club Games 

Championships in Kentucky this summer 2014.   

 

   I imagine that most people would think rescue ani-

mals are not perfect.  Even though these ponies and 

horses may not be what you consider as “perfect”, 

with a lot of love and attention, they can be. Perfect is 

not about their looks or even their pedigree. Perfect is 

their eagerness to learn and their enthusiasm for work, 

and in that way I consider Grayson PERFECT! 
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With Your Help…We Will Make A Difference! 

Thank You For Your Foster Homes 

Alicia Taylor/Keister & Angel 

Jackie Moore/Vandy 

Patty Livingston/CJ 

Ann Murphy/China 

Ernie & Leslie Gassmann/Cody & Gracie 

Alicia Mohr/Dakota 

Susan McCullar/Halle Berry 

Tamma Trump/Holly & Irish 

Beth Eavenson/Joker 

Melissa Moore/Little Joe 

Eddy O’Hern/Payday 

Heatherlee Hammonds/Rocky 

Linda Kundell/Starr 

Anne Ensminger/Honor 

Carolyn Laforge/Lucky 

Christine Altizer/Jessie James 

   Someone asked me to be the Merchandise Coordi-

nator.  I answered, ME??  What do I know about 

GERL merchandise?  Not much.  I buy t-shirts and 

denim shirts when I join an organization.  That is my 

way to help them and I wear them a lot.  That’s the 

real easy part because if you ever see me in anything 

except a t-shirt that probably means that I haven’t 

done the wash. 

 

   Well, after three very hot days this summer (that’s 

right they were all VERY HOT) and with the help of 

Diana I am sorta, kinda able to help with this.  I still 

will have to ask questions but I have an idea about 

what I need to do. 

 

   By the way, if you have any ideas about things that 

you might buy with the GERL logos on them, please 

let me know.  Keep in mind that not only you have to 

want them but a lot of times I have to order two or 

three hundred of whatever it is. Who might also want 

one or ten thingamajigs? The trailer is only so-o-o 

big.  It’s probably too late for Christmas but people 

have birthdays.  Well, some years I don’t have one.  

Not because I care about the number but sometimes I 

just forget.  Of course, having two children means 

that they remind me.  That’s not always a good thing 

because they seem to think that I am getting old.  Af-

ter riding in a competition (came in fourth and I am 

so proud!!) yesterday I don’t feel old. 

   With the help of Betsy Gilman, I did order some 

very nice travel coffee cups.  I don’t drink coffee but 

my son-in-law does and he takes it to work.  There’s 

one gone.  At $12.00 each I figure that I can buy one 

heck of a lot of gifts for the year.  Hot chocolate is 

my kind of drink and winter is coming (any tempera-

ture under 80 is winter). 

 

   Most of the time I will have the GERL trailer at my 

house and will be taking it places.  It looks pretty 

nice sitting in the middle of a horse pasture so that 

people can see it from the road.  Of course, I’m not 

putting horses in that pasture at the moment.  They 

have a tendency to chew on “things” and that in-

cludes horse trailers.  I can just hear what they are 

saying to each other.  “I just have to taste it.  Maybe 

it’s a giant treat. Maybe it’ll taste good.  And then 

the last one.  “I tasted it and it’s awful, horrible, and 

terrible and we need to stay at the other end of the 

pasture and maybe she’ll take the hint and move it 

out of our home”! 

 

   Keep in mind that you can call (706-769-6395) or e

-mail (Kundell@bellsouth.net ) me with any ideas.  I 

love to talk to other horse people. 
 

Merchandise Coordinator -  ME??? 

By Linda Kundell 

mailto:Kundell@bellsouth.net
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  Your membership dues help many horses each 

year.  Please take time to renew today so that we 

can continue our important mission to save starved, 

abused and neglected horses in Georgia. 

 

   Fill out and mail the form on the back of this 

newsletter, or go to www.gerlltd.org, click on 

membership and pay via PayPal.  You do not need 

a PayPal account. 

 

   GERL thanks you for supporting our cause!  Tell 

a friend about us! 

Honorariums 

 

Given by Marian Finco in honor of the 2013 Kel-

Mac Saddle Club Show Committee: 

 

Jeanne Barsanti 

Teresa Akins 

Barbara Cumming 

Linda Kundell 

Susie Cottingim 

Susan Walton 

 

In appreciation of your hard work, guidance and 

support during my first year as show chairman—and 

for your love and dedication to  

Kel Mac Saddle Club. 

 

In Honor of: 

 

Bell by Connie Hogan 

Barn Cats 
By Anne Ensminger 

 

   WHAT?, you say!  Cats!  This is an organization dedi-

cated to the welfare of HORSES!  Right.  But where do 

horses live most often?  Answer:  In a barn.  Cats and 

barns go together like sugar and spice…….and everything 

else NICE.  It seemed a perfect service for GERL to let 

our members know about the Barn Cat Program spon-

sored by Planned Pethood in Duluth.  Their mission is to 

save feral and unsocialized cats from certain death at ani-

mal shelters by placing them into outdoor “homes” at 

barns, stables, or anywhere someone has acreage and 

wouldn’t mind one or more cats hanging out.   Cats pro-

vide 100% natural control of pesky mice and certain other 

pests that take up residence where grain feeds are avail-

able. 

 

   All that is required of the caretaker is that they agree to 

provide food and water, shelter from extreme weather, 

and a secure place to hold the cats for three weeks upon 

arrival so they can acclimate to the area and begin to feel 

at home so that they will stay.  These cats have been 

spayed/neutered, received a one year rabies shot, and 

have had one ear tipped to signify that they have been 

fixed.  There are many cats available (both feral and non 

feral) that need a great home.  There is no charge for these 

cats but donations are gratefully accepted. 

  The organization will spay/neuter any feral cat for $25 

which includes the one year rabies shot and tipping the 

ear. 

 

  Contact information:  Elizabeth Burgner, Director  

Phone: (678) 561-3491 Email: 

 e_burgner@plannedpethoodga.com 

Website: http://www.plannedpethoodga.com 

 

   I also want to make our members aware of Left Over 

Pets in Winder GA (next to Barrow Animal Control).  

They also maintain a satellite location in Elberton, GA. 

They are a wonderful resource for low cost spay/neuter 

services for both cats and dogs.  You have to leave a mes-

sage as they do not have a full time receptionist in order 

to keep costs down; however, they are very professional 

and will call you back within two days to schedule an ap-

pointment for your cat or dog.  Phone: (770) 307-3499.  

They are located at 610 Barrow Park Dr. NW, Winder, 

GA 30680 

 

   Be aware that there are low cost spay/neuter clinics all 

over Georgia.  They can be easily found on the internet or 

by contacting your local animal control facility.  Let’s 

make it a personal goal to help stop over population and 

killing of so many unwanted and innocent animals. 

   Sincere wishes for a speedy recovery for Tanya 

Kingsley who recently underwent major shoulder 

surgery.  Tanya is a long time friend and member 

of GERL as well as a faithful volunteer at the GDA 

Mansfield Equine Impound.  We’re thinking of 

you, Tanya! 

mailto:e_burgner@plannedpethoodga.com
http://www.plannedpethoodga.com
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   In early August I received an email from Lori 

Kessler with the Cherokee County Animal Shelter. 

They had three foals; 3 to 5 months old without a 

mare by their sides who desperately needed attention 

by knowledgeable horse people, and a stallion. They 

were looking for volunteers to work with the foals so 

I sent a plea out to the Cherokee horse community 

and volunteers started arriving! The foals were so 

adorable with their long skinny legs and big eyes. 

They were extremely skittish and the two bigger 

ones were not letting the third tiny colt eat. Volun-

teers came and sat with them and slowly they began 

to get closer to them. Eventually the foals were 

transferred to a facility that could care for them more 

adequately. 

 

   The stallion was in a separate enclosure but had no 

shelter. I decided that the foals had enough visitors 

and I spent my time with the stallion who I came to 

call Copper because of his beautiful color. He was so 

sweet, you would have hardly known he was a stal-

lion. I spent my first visit grooming him. He had rain 

rot and his tail was so matted with burrs it took me 

an hour to cut them out and free the rest of his tail 

hairs from the snarl. After an hour and a half he was 

clean from top to bottom and was happily swishing 

his tail! 

   One of the shelter staff members mentioned to me 

that GERL had been contacted regarding assistance 

for a shelter for him. I contacted Patty Livingston 

and Lynne Yates and everything had been arranged. 

GERL was donating $900.00 for a carport type shel-

ter! It took several weeks but Copper finally has his 

new digs to hang out in. Thank you Bethany Tho-

mas, Copper’s new caretaker for taking the picture. 

GERL PROVIDES STRUCTURE FOR THE  

CHEROKEE COUNTY ANIMAL SHELTER 
By Tamma Trump 

Upcoming Changes on the GERL  
Board of Directors in 2014 

 

   There are several changes taking place on the GERL Board of Directors next year.  Diana Kelsey, GERL's Treasurer 

will be leaving that position to do some other things she enjoys, after serving faithfully for the past five years.  She has 

agreed to remain the Volunteer Coordinator for a period of time.  Alternate Board member, Lynne Yates, will be tak-

ing over the Treasurer position from Diana.  Lynne also holds the position of Area Coordinator Director for North 

Georgia.  Tamma Trump will be taking Lynne's position as Alternate Board member and she already holds the title of 

Horse Challenge Coordinator. 

 

   GERL relies 100% on volunteers and our successes are a direct correlation with the people filling the many posi-

tions that are required to operate an organization that not only excels in fund-raising, but several other facets, as well.  

It is a HUGE sacrifice when folks agree to step up and serve. 
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   My name is Shannon Bagwell, I’m 44 yrs old, and I’d 

like to share my story about Rhythum and me.  I basically 

grew-up around horses and I’ve always had that wonder-

ful passion and utmost respect for these most loyal, noble, 

and the most  graceful of all of God’s creatures.  

  I got my first pony when I was 6. Then, when I was 12, 

my Mom and Daddy (Sandy & George Bagwell), bought 

two paint horses--a Welch pony, and a Racking 

horse. Needless to say, I was in HEAVEN!!!!!!! That’s 

the way I spent my teen years  and I loved every moment 

of it!!!!!  Then came time to retire them to a 600 acre pas-

ture, a beautiful place!!!! 

  So, now that it’s been a bit more than 12 years, I started 

looking for a horse to adopt and to give a FOREVER 

HOME to!!!!!!!!!!! So, my parents and I found a couple 

we wanted to go check-out.  Mostly rescue horses that 

still had alot of rehab left.  Other times I'd go see a fine 

looking beauty, but I never felt that "bond-

potential",  none of the horses I spent a little time with 

ever made me feel like I could "click" with them.   

Around this time, my Mom contacted Patty Livingston, 

President of GERL.   We had seen the adoptables page, 

and we asked when we might drive down to meet this 

gorgeous tall, gray gelding...RHYTHUM!!!! So, we lined 

it up for Oct 3rd, on a Thursday, and left early to get there 

by noon.   

   Well, we got there early and met Patty right away!!!! 

She is the sweetest lady! And so kind and willing to 

help!!!!  Rhythum was everything that I ever wanted in a 

horse and so much more.  Patty got on her horse and I got 

on Rhythum and we took a long ride.  She could see that 

this horse liked me a lot and needless to say I was excited 

about him.  It was a great smooth ride on this tall beauty.   

   When we got back to her barn my folks were waiting 

and snapping photos left and right saying  "how was 

it?  Do you like him?"  All I could say was "I am in love 

with this horse."  He kept following me around every-

where and leaning his head on me and over my shoul-

der.  We "clicked."  That was a start to a strong bond. 

   Patty later told me "you belong to that horse as much as 

he belongs to you."  Of course I knew this but it meant so 

much more coming from her.  When we went back home 

I was so excited and was on pins and needles, couldn't 

sleep from excitement because Patty would be bringing 

him to me on Monday.....I couldn't wait. 

   Monday morning my parents and I were at the barn 

early, (Oct 7), awaiting the arrival of my 

horse.  When Patty got there around noon, we were all 

around the trailer as he was unloaded and Patty handed 

me the lead rope and said "Here's Rhythum, he is your 

horse now."  I hugged her and we both began to cry 

happy tears.  As I made my way to the barn and let him 

check out his new stall, I realized that he wanted to go out 

with the other horses.  However, he chose to stay right by 

me!!! My best friend, confidante, my DREAM come 

true!!!! We have built a strong bond; he watches out for 

me, and takes care with me when we ride. Such a gentle-

man, he is!!!!  

   In just 2 days at his new home, he became The 

Leader!!!  "ALPHA", HE IS!!!!!! 

  Rhythum has a filled a void in my life.  No more depres-

sion.  He is my therapy.  Everyone loves him at the sta-

bles!  His entire attitude is "you like me don't you, well, I 

will make you like me.  You can't ignore me, I will not let 

you."  He is such a big beautiful boy with a sense of hu-

mor.  He touches every soul he meets in some sweet 

way.  Not only my life is complete, but my parents are 

just crazy about him.  Rhythum has brought all of us 

closer together.  Rhythum is not only our horse, WE are 

his people...his forever family. 

  

  

GOD BLESS PATTY & ALL  

OF YOU AT GERL!!!!!!!! 

                                                                  

SHANNON BAGWELL 
 

Happily Ever After 
by Shannon Bagwell 
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   Eleven GERL volunteers arrived bright and early the 

morning of the GDA Mansfield Horse Auction.  It was a 

chilly morning so the first order of business was to get the 

coffee pot going.  While the coffee was brewing, we all 

jumped in to get everything set up. 

 

   GERL always 

attends the GDA 

auctions.  Since 

GERL provides 

most of the feed, 

hay, vet care and 

farrier care pro-

vided to the 

h o r s e s  i m -

pounded by the 

GDA, we are 

always interested 

in seeing the new 

owners who take 

these horses 

home. There were 10 horses included in the auction, in-

cluding a flashy Arabian running around the round pen 

with his head and tail held high.   

 

   Once all the volunteers arrived, we started setting up the 

food area, the merchandise area and the flea market area.  

We had four volunteers in the food area:  Steven Neal, 

Tracie Merson, Annie Mitchell and me.  Annie was a new 

volunteer and this was her first time at a GDA auction.  

Tracie had volunteered at the previous auction so this was 

her second time out.   Steven Neal is a long-time GERL 

member and volunteer.  He cooked at the last auction and 

agreed to cook again.  We all got the tent up, got the 

trailer unloaded and started getting everything ready for 

cooking and serving. 

 

   Valerie Puryear and Pat Allen were busy getting the 

merchandise area set up and ready for shoppers.  Anne 

Ensminger arrived with a truck full of flea market items. 

Cynthia Anderson and Cynthia Brayton helped Anne get 

the truck unloaded and the flea market set up.  Susie Bond 

was on hand to help out wherever she was needed.  Patty 

Livingston was there with her camera, taking lots of pic-

tures to be posted on our Facebook page.   The Pulaski 

inmates arrived with their tack and proceeded to the barn 

to start getting the horses ready for the auction. 

 

   Despite the chilly weather, there was good attendance 

for the auction.  Mickey 

Farmer was there as the 

auctioneer and, before 

long, it was time to be-

gin.  I was busy in the 

food tent, but I could 

hear spirited bidding.  I 

could only hope these 

horses would bring a 

good price so that more 

funds would be avail-

able to help even more 

horses.   

Normally when I attend 

the auction, I try to 

meet each person that takes one of the horses home.  I 

give them my card and ask them to send me an email with 

an update on how things are going with their new horse.  

Because I was busy in the food tent, I wasn’t able to do 

that, but I was able to meet a couple of the new owners as 

they were leaving.  After meeting them, I had high hopes 

that these horses were going to a great new home. 

 

   I would like to thank all the volunteers that spent their 

Saturday helping GERL at this event.  GERL could not 

operate without you.   

 

   If you have a horse that you bought at a GDA auction, I 

would love to hear from you and get an update about you 

and your horse.  You can send me an email and a picture 

to lynneyates@aol.com.  I try to write an article each 

quarter called “After the Auction.”  I would love to tell 

your story. 

GDA Mansfield Auction 

November 16, 2013 
Written by Lynne Robinson Yates 

mailto:lynneyates@aol.com
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Thoughts From The Barn 
By Debora Hines 

 
   Those of us who rescue and rehabilitate horses know the 

pain of seeing one that has been abused or starved. Some-

times we get so caught up in the tragedy that we forget the 

joy of the journey when one returns to physical and mental 

health. I had the privilege of caring for a senior horse (23 

years old) named Krystal that was part of a large horse sei-

zure in Thomas County, Ga. in February of 2011. I had 

known Krystal in earlier years through an acquaintance with 

her original owner. She was always a well mannered mare 

and good with children. Sadly, like many people today, her 

owner needed to rehome her , and Krystal would eventually 

wind up in the hands of an extreme animal hoarder. Krystal 

was one of many horses that were kept shut up in concrete 

stalls 24/7 with no food, water and little to no natural light-

ing. Horses being herd animals as well as animals of prey, 

need to have a strong social network surrounding them to 

feel safe and happy. Mutual grooming with one another en-

forces the bonding of the herd hierarchy and family. Alone 

in a stall there are none of these things, not even human 

contact. Over time depression sets in along with other subtle 

hints of mental decline and anxiety. Krystal had developed 

a strong dislike of stalls / trailers or any small dark space 

and would almost immediately begin to weave when asked 

to go into one or try to bolt away in fear.  

 

   The months that followed, Krystal regained her weight 

and strength and once again on the outside became a beauti-

ful horse. The inside was another matter. The scars of sepa-

ration and darkness were embedded deep in her mind from 

being isolated for so long. She wasn’t sure she could 

“really” trust those with two legs again. The longer I am 

around horses, I never cease to be amazed at what precious 

gifts they are to us from our Father God in heaven. They 

show us so many things about ourselves. Since they have no 

verbal language, horses are all body language… emotion if 

you will. I have thought many times in my life, if you want 

to know the true character of a person.. Spend time with 

their animals, especially their horse and then you will know 

who they are.  

 

   As we learned the dance with each other over the next two 

years. Krystal once again began to go through a healing 

process, one not obvious to the untrained eye. She was be-

ing made whole from the inside out. I was consistent day to 

day in my handling and re-schooling her. I was fair, but 

firm, she always knew what to expect and we were both 

rewarded. Krystal could once again go into a stall, relaxed 

and eat without weaving. She would again trailer load with-

out becoming anxious and fearful. I could walk out into the 

pasture in the evenings and call her name and she would 

come. We would simply enjoy one another’s presence, and 

there was always mutual grooming! She had learned to trust 

again.  

 

   So today as I loaded her for her very first time into a ramp 

load trailer and watched her drive away with her new adop-

tive mom, I didn’t cry (not right away). Krystal helped me 

to see that love truly does cover a multitude of sins. Horses 

don’t love, not in the sense we humans interpret it, but they 

can bond and show respect and trust which is what Krystal 

gave me. In turn I gave her affection, my love and helped 

her scars to heal.  

 

    Our Father in heaven wants us to learn to trust Him as 

unconditionally as we expect our horses to trust us. He is 

always fair and firm in His leadership and never changes . 

No matter how deep our scars or how racked with fear, He’s 

always patient, always a gentleman, never judgmental, wait-

ing for us to respond just so He can simply spend time with 

us. Helping us to heal from the inside out.  

 

   What a pleasure and honor it has been to be allowed to 

help Krystal (now 25 years old) succeed and start a new 

chapter in her life.  Thank you GERL!  
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GERL Volunteer of the Quarter 
By The GERL Board of Directors 

(well, MOST of them) 
 

   It has been a long standing policy that members of 

the GERL Board of Directors are considered to be in-

eligible for the honor of being chosen as our Volunteer 

of the Month or Quarter.  Where in the world did 

THAT come from!?  Our Board is composed of some 

of the most dedicated, hard working, and outstanding 

members of the entire organization.  We are very 

pleased to “kick that policy to the curb” for this quar-

ter.  Our Volunteer of the Quarter is Eddy O’Hern, 

who also just happens to be our GERL Vice President 

and a very valuable member of the Board of Directors. 

 

   Eddy is many things.  He is a retired military man 

(thank you for your service to our country, Eddy!), a 

great husband, father, and grandfather, an outstanding 

horseman and horse trainer, and a fine American.  For 

all of the years that he served in the military, Eddy 

held in his heart, his love of horses and working with 

them.  One of the first things he did when that long 

awaited day of retirement came was to let GERL 

know that he was ready to become more involved. 

 

   Knowing this, was an answer to our prayers because 

GERL desperately needed an active presence in mid-

dle Georgia and he lives in Bonaire, GA, which is 

about as middle Georgia as you can get.  Eddy was 

already a member of GERL and had proven that he 

had a deep interest in helping horses in any way possi-

ble.  When asked if he would consider filling the Vice 

President’s role in our organization, Eddy never hesi-

tated and he went to work that day.  Over the months 

that he has been in that role, we have come to value 

his wisdom and appreciate his problem solving abili-

ties very much.   

  

   One of the first things he did was to organize and put 

on a GERL weekend fund raiser trail ride at Mingo 

Trails in Toomsboro, GA.  It was a huge success and 

Eddy is already planning a repeat event this spring.  

Please watch for an announcement in our newsletter 

and plan to join us. 

 

   The other truly outstanding thing Eddy has done for 

GERL and for one particular horse is to have taken a 

very skittish and frightened horse that was practically 

unapproachable because of his uncontrollable fear of 

everything human and turn him into a willing partner 

for some lucky individual who will adopt him in the 

months to come.   

 

   Payday is a beautiful buckskin gelding which had 

been given to GERL by the GDA because he was con-

sidered to be unsellable in their auctions because of 

his extreme fear.  Eddy welcomed the opportunity to 

work with Payday and, as a side benefit, he was able 

to help a budding horse trainer, Sarah Schelkoph learn 

the intricacies of the Natural Leadership Method of 

horse training.  Both Sarah and Payday have come a 

long way as they worked almost EVERY day with 

Eddy over the past six months.  Sarah is a beautiful 

rider and Eddy is a patient and understanding instruc-

tor.  How wonderful that the three of them came to-

gether at a time when it was most needed and benefi-

cial to all. 

 

   Thank you so much, Eddy, for all of those hot and 

humid days, as well as the cold and windy ones that 

you trudged to the barn and round pen to insure that 

Payday’s training was uninterrupted.  Thank you also 

for being a part of the GERL Board and giving so 

freely of your time and wise counsel. 

 

   Check out Eddy O’Hern Horsemanship on Facebook 

and his article about Payday in this newsletter. 
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  Farewell to GERL Treasurer, Diana Kelsey 

By Patty Livingston 
 

  Five years ago, when I first decided that I would 

volunteer to take over as President of GERL,  I 

clearly remember that my second thought was get-

ting the right people on my team.  I knew nothing 

about horse rescue or the daily work load within 

GERL and I had already been told that none of the 

existing Board members wanted to stay.  (Later, 

Miss Anne changed her mind.)  I immediately sat 

down with pen and paper and started making notes.  

Selecting my new Treasurer was the easiest of all of 

the positions to fill because I already knew it was 

going to be Diana Kelsey.  She was the first person I 

called. 

 

   I had previously worked with Diana on two charity 

rides that a bunch of us gals volunteered to organize 

for St. Jude Children's Hospital.  Diana was the 

Treasurer both years that we hosted  the ride.  Most 

of us hadn't worked together before that  event, but 

we were very successful, raising a good bit of 

money.  Diana was excellent with finances and we 

all recognized that there should be no other job for 

her. 

 

   Lucky for me, Diana agreed to be the new GERL 

Treasurer and I was very happy!  Therein ensued a 

more personal relationship between us.  We gave 

GERL our lives and in doing so, did a lot of running 

up and down the highways together, picking up or 

delivering horses.  It was always an adventure and 

some of the best times of my life.  I have many, 

many fond memories with Diana and Miss Anne as 

we made the trek down to South Georgia to do vacci-

nation clinics and law enforcement training meet-

ings.  We worked together like a well oiled machine 

and, with the help of a lot of other folks, we have 

taken GERL to a whole new level. 

   

    Diana wears many hats for GERL.  She is our 

Volunteer Coordinator, as well as the orchestrator of 

our hotline volunteers.  She is also instrumental with 

our newsletter  every quarter.  In addition, she was 

our Merchandise Coordinator until just recently.   

Gosh, it's making me tired just thinking about all of 

the stuff she was juggling! 

 

   It seems like we are always saying goodbye to 

folks we have grown close to within this organiza-

tion.  As sad as this makes me, I am always so grate-

ful of the years that they are willing to give to GERL 

and to me.  And, so it is with Diana.  She wants to 

have a life outside of GERL now.  She recently 

bought a boat and she loves the water.  She enjoys 

riding and camping with friends and she certainly 

has earned the right to do all of those things.  She 

will continue to handle the job of Volunteer Coordi-

nator, for now. Diana leaves a BIG pair of shoes to 

fill, but Lynne Yates has graciously agreed to take 

over the job as Treasurer. 

 

   I will certainly miss the daily banter with Diana, to 

which I have grown so accustomed over the years, 

but I know that she will always be a part of the 

GERL family as she has been for the past 20 years.  

Thank you, Diana! 

Adoption Coordinator Change 
 

   It is with great regret but total understanding that we accept the resignation of Ruth Wilson as GERL Adop-

tion Coordinator.  Ruth has done a great job and has been very busy over the time that she served in that ca-

pacity.  She will be missed.   

 

   Ruth’s dear friend and GERL’s new Foster Home Coordinator, CeCe Calli will be handling both positions 

going forward.  Of course, Ruth is always available to help CeCe or GERL in any way. We wish Ruth happy 

trails as she organizes her beautiful new farm and enjoys her own horses, her riding students and her parade 

activities.  Keep those wonderful “Puttin’ on the Feed Bag” recipes for our newsletter coming, Ruth!  Thanks 

for a job well done! 
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WELCOME NEW GERL MEMBERS 

With Your Help…We Will Make A Difference! 

   New Member                                       Referred By                                 From 

 

Christine Altizer 

The Decker Family 

Jennifer Elder & Family 

Pamela Erdman, MD & Family 

Deborah Harrell & Family 

Connie Hogan & Family 

Margot Judd 

Cathy Spivey 

Alicia Taylor 

Laurie Wilson 

Marian Finco 

GERL 

Anne Harris 

GERL 

GERL 

Tammy Pennington 

Matt Thompson 

Rita Benfield 

Facebook 

GERL 

Watkinsville 

Fairburn 

Watkinsville 

St. Mountain 

Alpharetta 

Grovetown 

Douglasville 

Villa Rica 

Forsyth 

Powder Springs 

 

If you have any questions about when you need to renew contact:  Lynne Yates: lynneyates@aol.com or 404-435-5746 

Ormond Beach Raffle Winners 
 

We had a great time! It 

was a much-needed get-

away for both my hus-

band Harry and me. I 

grew up in Orlando and 

spent many a summer 

weekend in Ormond 

Beach, so it was a walk 

down memory lane for 

me. Harry enjoyed just 

relaxing on the beach and our day trip to Animal 

Kingdom at Disney. The condo was adorable and 

at a great location. We greatly appreciated the trip 

and are very happy it raised money for GERL. I'm 

attaching a "selfie" of us that we took the first time 

we walked out to the beach--I made sure I wore 

my GERL tee!  

Joyce Davis 

Michelle Lyle 

Margaret Carden 

Kristina Fournier 

Cynthia Fuguet Mare 

Susie Kessinger 

GERL would like to extend a heartfelt thanks to Bobby & Jan Smith.  Every year, they donate their timeshare 

to GERL and it is such a wonderful donation!  Thank you to all those that have bid on and won 

 this great prize! 

Thanks to all that have donated to GERL 

for Patches’ eye surgery! 
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As a convenience you can  

renew your membership on our 

website using PayPal... 

 

http://ww.gerlltd.org 

 

Renewals due for February 2014 Renewals due for January 2014 

Nelson & Barbara Argo 

Art and Elizabeth Bartlett 

John & Kathy Basnar 

Susie Bond  

Debbie & Jessica Crowe  

Laine Dreher & Family 

Susie Hansen & Scott Harris 

Phil & Patti Henry 

Stephanie Hutcherson 

Karen Kight 

Bill & Wanda Lane 

Susan Prugh & Family 

Martha  Shepherd 

Jennifer Smith & Family 

W.R. & Jean Vandeventer 

Pam Glover & Family 

Tammie Griffith 

Cindy Keen 

Adrienne Kies-Bouchiollon 

& Family 

Carolyn Laforge & Family 

Ann Mitchell 

Morgan Skilling & Family 

Jim & Susan Stevens 

GERL would like to give SPECIAL thanks to the 

following for their generous donations: 

Thank you for donating to the 

“Feed a Horse” Program 

Erik Wittenzellner 

John Lynn 

Carol Royer 

Dee Allen 

Kathy Barkley 

Cindy Beall 

Rita Benfield & Mike Wade 

Virginia B. Bilbo 

Cindy Russell Bounds & 

Family 

Cheryl Bray & Family 

Cynthia Brayton 

Danny & Faye Burton 

Lou & CeCe Calli 

Jack & Dotti Carter 

Judy C. Close 

Bob Cooper 

Gloria English 

Sandra Freeman 

Marcia Geraci 

Lee Hager 

Kathleen Hales 

Phillip & Lisa Henson 

Lara Homans & Jeff 

McHugh 

LeAnn Householder 

Bill Hughes & Family 

Sherry & Dennis Irwin 

Diane Kirby & Family 

Margaret & Richard Korges 

& Family 

Penny Kwirant & Family 

Gina Lance 

Paula LeCates 

Dan & Shawn Liburdi 

George Lilley & Family 

Arline Livingston 

Kelly Lumpkins 

Marge Mabey  

Nanci Mallow 

Bob & Judy McCrory 

Susan McCullar 

Nina Murphy 

Jeanie Norton 

Ken & Brenda Owens 

Sarah Pallas 

Jessie Parker 

Tammis & T.E. Pennington 

Ellen & Margaret Petree 

Carol Royer 

Art and Julie Schwab 

Jim & Jeanne Shelhimer 

Marie Simrod 

Sandy Stephenson 

Carl & Jean Strickland 

Terry & Tina Turner 

Bob & Margaret Wallace 

Todd & Christina Warren 

Kay Watson 

Debbie Whitworth 

Jill Williams 

Ray & Pierrette Ziebell 

George & Charlotte 

Zubowicz 

Pat Allen 

Butch & Marie Babcock 

Phyliss Bowen & Family 

Donna Brorein-Dolphin 

Pools, Inc. 

Kim Fleming 

Ron & Sandy Green 

Beth Power Hinton & Family 

Don & Suzi Kersey 

Jannet King 

Leanne Lundquist 

Janine Powell-Wildfeathers 

Farm 

Cassandra Rogers 

Bill Thrash & Family 

Becky White 

Royston Animal Hospital 

Renewals due for March 2014 

Susan Allen & Family 

Susan & Ken Archer 

Charlene Baldwin 

Danny & Jody Brooks 

Bob Burris 

Judith Clark 

Tanya & Anthony Cochran & 

Family 

Libby Driskell 

Alice Enix 

Verleen Flaig 

Chip & Joan Grant 

Lee & Wendi Griffin 

Andrea Harper 

Larry Howell 

Joray Lockridge 

Boyd McLocklin 

Denise Mortensen 

Steven B. Neal 

Alice Stagg 

Bob & Dorothy Thomas 

Tamma Trump 

Carol Upshaw & Family 

Althea Walker 

Fran Wilde 

Ron & Dea Williams 

Dick & Kay Wrobel 

Anna Altfeder 

Susan Eberhart 

Leah Fox 

Debbie Frampton 

Mary Alice & Ben Hudson 

Jay Hutchinson & Family 

David Lee 

Doramy Morgan 

John Palmer 

Christine Rodick 

Chris Smith 

Bonnie Smith 

Sue Hope Ware 

Paulding County Saddle Club 

Shirley Thomas 

John Kennington 

Nancy Fitzgibbons 

Sherry Massey 

 

Special thanks go out to Caroline Rambusch for 

getting sponsors for her race and donating all pro-

ceeds to GERL! 
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With Your Help…We Will Make A Difference! 

 

 GERL Stallions to 

Gelding Program. 

Stallions Gelded 
To Date By 

GERL: 455 

We at GERL send heartfelt condolences to Sue 

Vetch, her daughter, Danielle, and the entire family 

as they mourn the passing of Sue’s dear mother, 

Wilma June O’Brien on December 3rd.  Sue and 

Danielle have worked for years, and in many ways 

to benefit horses in Georgia.  The entire horse com-

munity joins the family in their time of grief. 

Late, but no less sincere, 

GERL friends of Marion Cobb 

wish to express condolences 

for the deeply felt loss of his 

very special horse, Lil’ Joe.  

Joe was a “premarin baby”, 

which means that his dam was 

bred for the sole purpose of 

producing pregnant mare 

urine, collected and used in the 

manufacture of the female hor-

mone, Premarin.  The foals 

produced are simply a “by-

product” of this practice and 

many are destroyed.  Thank-

fully, with the help of GERL, Marion was able to adopt 

Lil’ Joe before he met such a fate.  Marion and the very 

beautiful and gentle, Lil’ Joe had a true partnership. 

Cheryl Medders 

Cheryl Reed 

Judy Bradberry 

Dawn Maines 

Anne Deangelis 

Thank you for donating to our 

“Stallion-Gelding Program” 

 

Thanks go to Rosalee & Sandy Loudon for donating 

towards Bullet’s surgery! 

Bob & Shirley Guhl 

Lisa Casey 

Peggy Paris 

Lisa Clark 

Gary & Jeana Mullen 

Truist 

Jack Cashin 

Lucinda Farris 

Danny & Valarie Edmondson 

Lorna Bagwell 

Deborah Edwards 

Good Search 

Thank you for your donations 

 

Thank you, Denyse Brackett & Cork-Howard Con-

struction for their donation from sales at  

their snack bar!   

GDA and Other Updates 
 

For those of you who like to know where GERL 

spends your donated dollars: 
 

 GERL  spent over $34,000 on feed, hay and vet care for 

the four GDA impound barns in 2013. 

 GERL spent $2,600 in the form of feed, hay and vet care 

to assist other individuals in 2013. 

 GERL spent $900 to pay for a turn-out shed for Murray 

County Animal Control in 2013. 

 GERL ROCKS! 
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BUSINESS CARDS ADS 

 

REACH THOUSANDS OF POTENTIAL CUSTOMERS! 

ADVERTIZE YOUR BUSINESS HERE! 

Coverage in quarterly Newsletter, year round  

exposure on our website! 

 

 
Yearly Ad Rates:  

Business Card Ad: $75.00 

1/4 Page: $125.00 

1/3 Page: $150.00 

1/2 Page: $175.00 

Full Page $300.00 

Contact: 

Lynne Yates 

lynneyates@aol.com 
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Georgia Equine Rescue League 
PO Box 328 
Bethlehem, GA 30620 
(770) 464-0138 
www.gerlltd.org 

With Your Help … We Will Make A Difference! 

 
 
 
 
New Member:  __________  Renewal:  __________                Date:__________________ 
 
Name:  ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City / State / Zip:  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
County: ________________________________  
 
Phone (home#): _______________________________  (cell#): ______________________________ 
 
E-mail Address: ___________________________________________ Referred by:  _____________ 
 
_______ I am a horse owner 
 
_______ Although I do not own a horse, I would like to support the GERL 
 
_______ I am interested in becoming a GERL Foster Home 
 
_______ I am interested in becoming a GERL fundraising event volunteer 
 
Annual membership dues are: 
 
$35.00 Family _______  $25.00 Single  ________ $15.00 Junior (12 & under)_______ Age: _______ 
 
$50.00 Club, Organization or Business________ $1000.00 Lifetime ________ 
 
Misc. Donation: _____________ 
 
In Honor of___________________________   for the amount of $ __________________  
 
In Memory of _________________________   for the amount of $ __________________ 

 
Make check payable to: GERL 

Mail to:  GERL - P.O. Box 328 - Bethlehem, GA 30620 

PRST STD 
US POSTAGE PAID 

PERMIT #1037 
STONE MOUNTAIN, GA 
  

Membership Application 
“As a convenience you can renew your membership on our website using PayPal @ http://www.gerlltd.org” 

Certified 501(c)3 with 

the State of Georgia 


