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Quarterly Newsletter

By Anne Ensminger

Being an EQUINE rescue organization, GERL not only
provides help for horses in need, but also for ponies,
mules, and donkeys. We are even occasionally called
upon to deal with one of the cross species breeds involving zebra.
I personally, have always been fascinated by donkeys. If
you seek information on these cute, laid back, little creatures, one word that will most certainly be used to describe them is “hardy”. They can work at their slow pace
all day long and survive on very little.
It has been noticeable over the past decade, that livestock breeders in our state have begun to place one or
more donkeys in the pasture with their stock to protect the
heard from coyotes as well as other canine and feline
predators. I understand that this is very effective.

Thus, the donkey population in Georgia has greatly increased. Along with that increase in numbers, comes the
same low value and resulting sub adequate care suffered
by other equine unfortunate enough to be owned by
thoughtless and uncaring owners.
Some years ago, GERL joined the GDA Equine Inspectors in being concerned about a heard of donkeys pastured
on a large tract of land in the Mansfield area. These animals had been there for YEARS and were apparently allowed to breed and reproduce as nature dictated. While
they seemed to have enough grass to eat and a lake from
which to drink, it was unlikely that they were receiving
foot care or parasite control. Injuries and illnesses were
most certainly left untreated. It was a constant source of
concern, not only for us, but for passersby who regularly
called GDA to report that the donkeys were not looking
well.
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Over time it was learned that the owner of the land and
the donkeys no longer even lived in Georgia! He had
“leased” the land to a cattle farmer and thought that they
shared an understanding that the donkeys would be cared
for by the lease holder. Such care, if provided, was not
obvious

and bury the dead animals and he signed over all of the
remaining animals to GERL.
GERL sent for some horse trailers and was able to load
eleven of the donkeys for transport to temporary housing
at the Mansfield Equine Impound. The owner wanted to
transport the two horses and three of the mini donkeys to
his home in New Hampshire. He was given thirty days
to get that accomplished. It has now been more than thirty days and the animals are still on the property and receiving only care provided by GDA Inspectors who are
kind enough to stop by often and see that they have hay
and are okay.

Over the years, some of the donkeys were sold, some
died, and thankfully, the remaining male animals were
castrated. That left quite a few donkeys which, by now,
had been corralled by the owner of the cattle, into a 25
acre tract with access to a lake. That was adequate until
winter arrived, the grass became dormant, and no hay
was provided.
Thankfully, the GDA Inspectors continued to monitor
the donkeys and noted that many of them were very thin.
Upon closer inspection, several decomposing corpses
were found on the property. To make a long story short,
GDA, GERL, and the Walton County Animal Control
Deputy joined forces and contacted the owner of the land
about the animals. He was instructed to IMMEDIATELY have hay delivered to the site. It was cattle hay, but
he did arrange to get it out there. He was then told that
he was facing possible charges for animal cruelty and
failure to properly dispose of animal carcasses. THAT
got him in his automobile and on his way to Georgia!
On the day before the recent extremely cold weather
and icy conditions, a number of GDA, GERL, and Animal Control personnel met with the owner at the property. In all, there were fourteen donkeys (some standard
and some miniature), two adult horses, and a
“zony” (zebra/pony cross) left alive on the property. We
stayed there until the owner, in order to avoid legal consequences, made arrangements for a back hoe to come

...continued on page 3
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GERL has had all of the animals vetted and Coggins
tests performed. We have already placed some of the
donkeys in homes and intend to find homes for those remaining when they are fully rehabilitated. We now plan
to also take the three donkeys and two horses that remain
on the property. The “zony” will be a bit more of a problem since she is wild and untouchable, however, you may
be sure that we will come up with a solution so that she is
not left on that barren property alone.
While we are extremely gratified that these animals are
now safe and will be placed in loving homes, GERL is
also very pleased at the way that GDA, Walton County
Animal Control, and our organization were able to work
together sharing the muscle and know how to physically
deal with the animals along with the legal authority needed to “convince” the owner of these animals to both comply with the law and do the right thing for them. Still, it
makes me angry to think that this man is just walking
away from a problem of HIS creation, with absolutely no
consequences.

During the last conversation with the owner, GERL
President Patty Livingston, asked him if he and his wife
would consider giving GERL a monetary donation to help
with the expenses we've incurred during the involvement
with all of their animals. His answer was "we have just
donated $10,000 in livestock to GERL and feel that is
donation enough." This is why people who neglect and
abuse animals need to be prosecuted!
On a positive note, the available donkeys are all very
gentle, if a bit shy, and quiet in spite of the fact that they
have had very little human contact in recent years. We
have encouraged adopters to take two of them as they are
very social animals and thrive on companionship. If interested in adopting one or more of these delightful donkeys, please contact GERL Adoption Coordinator, CeCe
Cali via email…….. foster@gerlltd.org.
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Who’s Who
Georgia Equine Rescue League, Ltd.
GERL Chaplain—George Lilley

Board Members

(478) 320-5625 / nightstars@cox.net

Patty Livingston, President
(770) 867-0760 / gerlpatty@yahoo.com
Eddy O’Hern - Vice President
(478) 328-8308 / edohern@bellsouth.net
Lynne Yates / Treasurer
(404) 435-5746 / lynnes@gerlltd.org
Anne Ensminger / Secretary
(770) 464-3348 / missanne612@bellsouth.net
Tamma Trump - Alternate
(770) 655-0819 / mswhinney@juno.com

Webmaster / Newsletter Layout - Steve DeMoss
(678) 427-5771 / steve@gerlltd.org
GERL Advisory Board
Billy Myers, DVM
Rhonda Veit, DVM
To report a case of equine abuse, call the Georgia
Department of Agriculture’s Equine Division
Monday - Friday / 8:30 am - 4:30 pm
(404) 656-3713 or (800) 282-5852
If you would like GERL to assist with an

Adoption & Foster Coordinator - CeCe Calli
(706) 376-2410 / foster@gerlltd.org
Volunteer Coordinator—Diana Kelsey
gerlvolunteers@gerlltd.org
Auction Coordinator - Sue Wrensen
(770) 331-6947 / swrensen@comcast.net
Online Auction Coordinator - Alice Enix
info@watercoolerproducts.com
Stallion-Gelding Coordinator
Heatherlee Hammonds / mysticalhor ses@yahoo.com
Public Relations Coordinator - Bob Long
(678) 409-8893 / housek9@windstream.net
Event Coordinator
Jaye Herrington / jaye@ger lltd.or g
Facebook Coordinator
Andee Rogers / andee@gerlltd.org
Grant Writer - Cynthia Anderson
(770) 713-9887 / gomaisfat@yahoo.com
Rescue Challenge Coordinator - Tamma Trump
(770) 655-0819 / mswhinney@juno.com
Merchandise Team
Jaye Herrington - Linda Kundell - Betsy Gilman

Equine Abuse case call (770) 464-0138

Interested in becoming an Area Coordinator?
Area Coordinator Director, South GA.
Debora Hines
(229) 403-9386 / equineharmony@rocketmail.com
Area Coordinator Director, Middle GA.
Eddy O’Hern
(478) 328-8308 / (478) 397-1135
edohern@bellsouth.net

Area Coordinator Director, North GA.
Lynne Yates
(404) 435-5746 / lynne@gerlltd.org

We can still see you

Mama
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Ginny Donkey
Aren’t I cute

Feed Bag
Recipe
Submissions

Quick Cake




Do you have a wonderful, easy recipe
that you would like
to share?

1 box cake mix
1 can pie filling (any fruit variety)
3 large eggs

Beat the eggs slightly in a large bowl. Add the cake mix and the pie filling; stir
to combine. (Batter will be thick.) Grease the bottom only of a 9" x 13" pan;
pour the batter into the pan and bake according to the instructions on the cake
mix box. Super-easy, super-yummy! Makes a great coffee cake or a nice quick
dessert for unexpected company. Can be frosted, but so moist it really doesn't
need frosting!
All flavors of filling do well in a yellow cake mix. For variety, try lemon cake
mix with blueberry pie filling, devil's food cake mix with cherry pie filling, or
spice cake mix with apple pie filling!

Putting On the Feed
Bag is a new section
in our newsletter and
we want your suggestions.
———————
Please submit
your recipe to:
recipes@gerlltd.org
———————

2014 GERL Calendar of Events - Mark Your Calendars Now!
April 26th - Spring Ride
@ Mingo Trail Ride

Mark your calendars so that you don’t miss any
of these wonderful events that will
benefit GERL. It’s a guaranteed great time, a
benefit for a wonderful cause and a way to see
old friends and meet new friends!

May 3rd - Gene Ensminger
Memorial Ride - Round Oak

Visit our website to download flyers and
directions to some of these events.

July 13 - Polo Match - Milton

Nov. 15th - GERL Rescue Challenge
December 13th
GERL Christmas Party
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GERL Area Coordinators List
John Absalon - Bartow, Floyd, Gordon,
Cherokee, Paulding.
(770) 546-9672 / sanstet@bellsouth.net
Cynthia Anderson - Baldwin & Putnam
(770) 713-9887 / gomaisfat@yahoo.com
Amy Aronson-Friedman - Lowndes
(229) 834-2455 / aaronson@valdosta.edu
Rita Benfield - Douglas, Haralson, Carroll
(770) 330-0877 / rita.benfield@yahoo.com
Susie Bond - Newton, Morgan & Greene
(770) 464-4353 / gerlsusie@att.net
Cynthia Brayton - Rockdale & Henry
(678) 490-6266 / leaper12@hotmail.com
CeCe Calli - Hart, Franklin and Elbert
(706) 376-2410 / LCEStables@aol.com
Dotti & Jack Carter - Towns
(706) 896-4997 / (706) 835-5677
frogleap@windstream.net
Marion Cobb - Forsyth
(404) 625-0346 / marioncobbjr@comcast.net
Shalee Cooper - Grady and Decatur Counties
229-221-7397 / painthorses3@gmail.com
Charles & Linda DeVane—Brooks, Thomas &
Cook(229) 263-7714 / (229) 560-0844
Christy Graw - W ayne County
(912) 271-8640 / christy.graw@yahoo.com
Joan Hall—Cobb, Dekalb, Gwinnett, N. Fulton.
(256) 975-7865 / georgiahorsebackrider@gmail.com
Heatherlee Hammonds—Monroe, Bibb, Crawford
(478) 952-5942 / mysticalhorses@yahoo.com
Debora Hines -Thomas, Colquitt and Mitchell
(229) 403-9386 / equineharmony@rocketmail.com
Tanya Kingsley—Jasper, Butts, Monroe,
Jones & Putnam
(706) 468-0794 / twkings@gmail.com
Linda Kundell - Oconee, Morgan, Oglethorpe,
Athens & Clark
(706) 769-6395 / kundell@bellsouth.net
Maria Land—Walton
(770) 207-0280 / marialand01@comcast.net

Bob & Judy McCrory - Harris, Meriwether,
Marion, Chattahoochee, Talbot,
Troup & Muscogee
(706) 582-3268 / ridgeway12@aol.com
Marla Morris - Lamar, Upson & Pike
(404) 692-9196 / georgiashebear@yahoo.com
Eddy O'Hern - Houston, Bibb & Peach
(478) 328-8308 / (478) 397-1135
edohern@bellsouth.net
Lee Rast - Dade, W alker, Catoosa, Chattooga,
Floyd, Gordon and Bartow
(404) 964-5665 / rastla@aol.com
Annette Raybon - Paulding , Cobb, Bartow
(770) 445-8655 / raybonta@bellsouth.net
Nicki Thigpen - W arren, McDuffie & Columbia
(706) 755-4375 / daydreamfarmga@yahoo.com
Linda Tucker - Jackson & Barrow
(678) 770-7704 / lindahoschton@aol.com
Jessica Wheeler - Berrien, Lanier & Cook
(229) 237-0655 / jdwheeler09@gmail.com
Debbie Whitworth - Elbert & Hart
(404) 805-4409 / rlwdpw@hotmail.com
Michelle Williams - Spalding
(404) 290-8115 / michelle@kuntrylivin.com
Sue Wrensen - Cherokee
(770) 331-6947 / swrensen@comcast.net
Lynne Yates—Cobb, Paulding, Bartow, Cherokee,
Douglas and Fulton
(404) 435-5746 / lynne@gerlltd.org
Ray Ziebell—Dawson & Pickens
(770) 354-0293 / razfences@msn.com
Area Coordinator Director, South GA.
Debora Hines (229) 403-9386
equineharmony@rocketmail.com
Area Coordinator Director, Middle GA.
Eddy O’Hern
(478) 328-8308 / (478) 397-1135
edohern@bellsouth.net
Area Coordinator Director, North GA.
Lynne Yates
(404) 435-5746 / lynne@gerlltd.org
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Georgia Animal Control Association Annual Training and Conference
By Anne Ensminger

On March 7th, GERL was honored to be asked to
be part of a team of presenters at the 27th Annual
Georgia Animal Control Association Training and
Conference in Macon. Speaking on behalf of GERL
was Lynne Yates, GERL Treasurer and member of
the Board of Directors. Mat Thompson, Equine
Manager, represented the GDA Equine Program, and
Sherwin Figueroa, Cobb County Assistant District
Attorney represented JUSTICE for all animals.

horse.
GERL has
been holding educational meetings to
help them become
more
comfortable
around horses and to
know how GERL can
help them in various
ways.

Some may feel that this is a “dry” subject about
which to read. Another meeting, so what? The
GERL Newsletter is designed to keep you informed
about the events and activities of our organization,
but very importantly, and we hope very comforting
to you, we want you to know that progress is being
made toward the fulfillment of the very important,
GERL Get Well Plan. This plan was authored by
Patty Livingston, GERL President and is a path toward solving the problem of equine abuse in our
state.

As these training
sessions began, they
included very basic
information. As time
passed, some outstanding and very
effective
speakers
have been added to
our curriculum. Not
only are animal control and law enforcement agencies agreeing to attend our meetings, but they are
actually requesting that we hold meetings in their
areas.

Animal Control personnel have long felt that equine problems were the responsibility of the GDA
Equine Division. Largely due to budgetary restrictions, both law enforcement and animal control
agencies are being called upon more and more often
to become involved with equine matters. That is not
particularly comfortable for them. Many of them
have never even been close to an animal as large as a

This is the first time that GERL has been asked to
speak to the Animal Control Association and we are
honored to have the opportunity. As Lynne, Mat,
and Sherwin spoke, it was evident that the meeting
attendees were quite interested in everything being
presented. We are not surprised to learn that they
are weary, as is everyone associated
with animal rescue, to work very hard
on behalf of an animal and then to see
the offending owner walk away with
absolutely no penalty for their actions.
GERL, GDA Equine Division, Law
Enforcement and Animal Control agencies, and now an Assistant District Attorney are all on our team! We are going to win this battle and we are going
to insure that animal abusers in Georgia
will be held up as examples to others
who would dare to harm a defenseless
animal.
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For adoption fees and additional information, please
contact CeCe Calli, Adoption Coordinator.
(706) 376-2410 / adopt@gerlltd.org

JESSIE is a 16 year old chestnut Thor oughbred gelding, 16.2 hh. This goodlooking guy is sweet and loves attention;
needs an experienced rider. Loads, stands for
farrier.

ROCKY is 2 year s old ,12hh. He has a
very sweet temperament and is an "in your
pocket" pony. He loves attention and
spending time with people. His is halter
broken and is learning manners very well
on the lead line. He is learning to stand
quietly for the farrier.

DAKOTA is a 19 year old Tennessee
Walker. He is such a gentleman and
still has quite the pep in his step. His
foster Mom is using him to trail ride
and he is doing great. He is very sociable and sweet. He stands well, loads
and has very nice ground manners.

With Your Help…We Will Make A Difference!

LITTLE JOE is a 12 year old gelding pony,
13 hh and a beautiful sorrel paint color. He is
very trusting and “in your pocket” kind of guy
who adores attention. He was originally in our
program in 2011 and was adopted by an elderly couple who had to sell their farm due to
health issues. He was a pasture ornament
while in their care, but is very capable of being
so much more. We have had him under saddle,
but are still evaluating his training level. He
does have an allergy to biting insects and requires a daily dose of medication and we feel
would do best in the northern part of Georgia.

JOKER is a flea-bitten grey Arab, 17
years old, 14.3 hh. He prefers his own
space and can be a bit standoffish. Joker
is VERY smart, and needs a home that
understands Arabs! What a beautiful face
this boy has!
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HALLE is a 3 year old filly just waiting for that perfect person to train her
under saddle.
She has wonderful
ground manners and now needs to go
to the next level. Halle gets along with
other horses and is a great horse to be
around.

For adoption fees and additional information, please
contact CeCe Calli, Adoption Coordinator.
(706) 376-2410 / adopt@gerlltd.org

HOLLY also known as " Twilight," is an
adorable 2 year old Arab cross. She is a fast
learner, loves to be handled and receive
attention. She clips, stands for baths and fly
spray. She is not spooky and will make
someone a great fancy show pony. She currently stands 13.1 hh and will probably
mature at just under 14 hh.

CHINA is an 8 year old bay mare. She
is difficult to catch and will require an
owner with patience. She would make a
nice project for someone who is looking
for a challenge. She is a beautiful girl,
looking for a special forever home!

STARR is a bay 8 year old Mustang.
He is doing very well with his ground
manners and gets along with other horses. Starr has very sensitive skin and
bugs really bug him. He is looking for
that person that can take him to the next
level of his training under saddle.

With Your Help…We Will Make A Difference!

All my friends here are
watered, fed, vetted and
ready for a new
home...just saying.

JESSIE is a OTTB. He is about 17 year s
young. He's looking for that perfect home, someone who will put some time into him and he will
reward you with his talent. He has a nice way of
going in the round pen. Jessie is saddle broke
but will need a good tune up.
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IRISH is an 11 year old sor r el Quar ter
Horse. He has recovered from fractured
withers and is ready to go back into light
training. Irish is very well broke and
with some tuning up will make you a
wonderful riding horse. He loves attention and will melt your heart.

Visit our website for more information:
http://www.gerlltd.org
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6th Annual

Saturday, May 3rd, 2014
Fundraiser to be held at the farm of Ron & Adriane
Cook, Round Oak, GA., near Monticello & Hillsboro.














Cross Country riding in the Oconee National Forest
Lunch provided Saturday
Live Auction Saturday afternoon with Mickey
Farmer - Famous Auctioneer!
Silent Auction starts Saturday morning
GERL Merchandise will be for sale on site
Registration begins at 8:00 a.m.
Ride goes out at 10:00 a.m.
$25 donation includes ride and lunch
One-day ride, but camping is available
Rain or Shine
Start packin’ up, honey!
Negative Coggins Required
We’re gonna have a
blast!

Contact Anne Ensminger @
missanne612@bellsouth.net or 770-464-3348
for more info. Contact Ron & Adriane Cook
at 478-986-4097 to reserve your campsite.
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Rescue Challenge
Thank You for Your Donation
We Need Your Help! Auction
Items are Needed.

Dr. Jan Smith

We have upcoming events that will
include auctions.

GERL took in a Zony (half zebra/half pony) that
was living with the 14 donkeys. He is very shy due
to neglect experienced by a former owner. He is
currently living on a large tract of land with two of
the donkeys that he has grown up with, while his
adoption is pending.

We need you to help by donating auction
items. These items can include new or used
tack, home décor items, gift certificates, etc.
Remember… our auctions are only as successful as the items that we have to offer.
Do you have a beach house? A cabin rental?
Do you have a timeshare that you do not use?
Perhaps you would consider donating a few
nights or a week for one of our upcoming auctions? It’s tax deductible and benefits a great
cause.
Thanks You In Advance For Your Support!
If you have items to donate or
have additional questions please contact:
Sue Wrensen / (770) 331-6947
swrensen@comcast.net

Please Help!
GERL receives money
for the following ...

GDA and Other Updates
For those of you who like to know where GERL
spends your donated dollars:










Please save Proof Of Purchase
seals from bags of these
Southern States feeds …
Legends, Triple Crown & Reliance

GERL accepted two horses impounded by the Henry
County Animal Control into the foster program.
GERL recently took a horse from the Ga. Dept. of
Agriculture that didn't fit their curriculum.
GERL recently paid $3,702 for a tractor trailer of hay for
the GDA impounds.
GERL recently paid $3,272 for feed for the horses at
Mansfield for Jan., Feb and March, 2014.
GERL recently paid $2,630 for vet care for 5 equine at the
Mansfield impound.
GERL recently paid $453 to maintain the John Deere
Gator at the Mansfield impound.
GERL recently paid $1,367 on hay, feed, vet care and
supplies for the Lee Arrendale Prison Impound.
GERL recently paid $238.50 on vet care for a horse at the
Decatur Impound.

and send them to:
Ginny Scarritt
4835 Kendall Court * Atlanta, GA 30342
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LET ME SAY THIS … ABOUT THAT

picture of all of the volunteers together. It was mind
boggling to see so many people supporting our
event. They were a great bunch of volunteers who
drove all the way to Dawsonville to help us host this
annual event. It was very humbling. It was also a
prayer answered.

By Patty Livingston, President
The end of my life as I once
knew it occurred on February
11th when I went back to
work. After four years of retirement, it is the hardest thing
that I can ever remember doing. During which time, I have
had to push GERL to the side
in order to stay focused on my
new job.

Back in December I had committed to speak at the
Georgia Animal Control Association annual meeting
that was to be held on March 7th down in Macon.
They sent me a reminder email one week before the
event and I was beside myself, knowing there was no
way I could take a day off. I reached out to Lynne
Yates to see if there was any way she could cover the
meeting on such short notice. No problem. She replied back right away that she would handle it. And
handle it she did! She tweaked the presentation and
drove down to Macon to speak on behalf of GERL.
I heard from several sources that she did a wonderful
job, too!

There have been several GERL events that were
taking place during my first few weeks on the job
and I wasn't able to attend. GERL hosted the largest
multi-county law enforcement training meeting in
Summerville on February 27th. It was the first training meeting I have missed, and you know what?
They did just fine without me. Lynne Yates took the
lead to orchestrate everything and she did an awesome job. GERL Secretary Anne Ensminger handled registration and was a huge part of the planning
committee that made it all happen. In addition, there
were at least 8 Area Coordinators up in the northwest corner of the state who helped, most having
hosted a meeting before. My phone was ringing as
soon as everybody started to drive home from the
meeting. All were raving reports on how successful
the meeting was and how interested the officers were
(as evident by the number of questions they asked).
Officer Kevin Hearst from Dekalb Animal Services
sent me an email telling me how well the meeting
went and how well Lynne did. I wasn't the least bit
surprised, but I was busting at the seams with pride.

Volunteers are our life blood and we cannot exist
without them. Building a network of volunteers
across the entire state cannot be done overnight.
This is something we've been building for five years
now and I feel that we have a great foundation underway. As horse problems pop up all across the
state, more and more people are learning and hearing
about GERL. I've always thought that if you are doing the right thing and everybody likes what you're
doing, they will support you. We are finding that to
be fact.
Things always go better when work is distributed
among a large group of people. Burn-out is so prevalent in this business. Most of the time you're not
going to find everybody on the same page at the
same time. And, everybody has life going on... jobs,
kids, husbands, etc. When the stars are aligned you
can find a few leaders who can afford the time it
takes to take ownership of a project. I feel very fortunate and blessed to be working with such a dedicated group of volunteers who continue to make
GERL look good! And let me say this about that,
they are able to step in and do it without me ever being missed!

The following weekend was our Poker Ride fund
raiser at Dawson Forest. I did attend this event since
it was on a weekend, but I didn't have to play the role
of a volunteer. In fact, I was able to participate and
enjoyed riding my horse along with the other riders.
Everything went smoothly and everybody seemed to
enjoy themselves. When it was all over the volunteers packed up everything and left. I stayed behind
with several other people who camped for the weekend. When I got home Sunday evening I downloaded the pictures from my camera. There was a group
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GEORGIA EQUINE RESCUE LEAGUE

Feed A Horse Program
Starved and neglected horses impounded by the Georgia Department of Agriculture
need your help! Donations will be applied directly towards feed and hay for impounded horses. Currently, the cost for rehabilitating a horse is approximately $150
per month, per horse.
Make your TAX DEDUCTIBLE donation through the Georgia Equine Rescue League,
Ltd. “Feed a Horse” program. We need your help so that these horses can live.
Get involved! Ask your friends, family, co-workers and others to help raise money to
feed the horses!

Before

After

I would like to make a donation of:

□ $150.00 per month for 4 months to rehabilitate one horse.
□ $600.00 one time donation to rehabilitate one horse.
□ $____________ per month to help rehabilitate the horses.
□ $____________ any donation is gladly accepted!

“Feed a Horse”
Program
www.gerlltd.org

Name: ______________________________________________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________ City:_____________ State:____ Zip:_________

Telephone #: _____________________ Email: ________________________________
Make check payable to:
GERL
Mail to: P.O. Box 328
Bethlehem, GA 30620

THANK YOU!
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Your donation is
tax deductible!

Vacation Dates:
Saturday, August 23, 2014
Through
Saturday, August 30, 2014

2 Bedroom 2 Bath Condo accommodating up to 6 people.
Vacation Dates:
Friday, August 1, 2014
Through
Friday, August 8, 2014

2 bedroom, 3 Bath Villa accommodating up to 8 people.

To Purchase Tickets:
Send Name, Address and Phone Number with Check or
Money Order to GERL, PO Box 328, Bethlehem, GA
30620. Your tickets will be mailed to you.: For questions,
contact Dr Jan Smith (404) 516 0639.
fiftystarranch@aol.com
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Ticket Price $20.00
6 For $100.00
Drawing Held May 3rd, 2014
(Need Not Be Present to Win)

Woody's Rescue Story
by Dr. Rebecca Gimenez
A male donkey was reported loose in early December by local residents of Stallings Road in Jones County. I received several calls from the Sheriff's Department asking for assistance
because Animal Control in Jones County does not respond to
issues of large animals or strays. I gave them some options and
people that might be able to assist (because I was out of town)
and assumed that they had figured out a way to deal with it. I
was told the donkey was "aggressive" to officers and a stallion,
and that no one in the neighborhood wanted it, that they had
identified the original owner who had supposedly given it to
someone else who didn't want it now.
In late December I received another call. The donkey was
still loose and officers were chasing it, so I called Ms. Anne
Ensminger with GERL asking for assistance. Again, I was out
of town and was not able to assist, but I did ask my fire department members that are TLAER (Technical Large Animal
Emergency Rescue) trained to pick up the portable fencing and
my trailer to make an attempt. After consultation with Animal
Control and the Sheriff's department, the Fire Chief told unit
members to stand down and not assist because neither of the
responsible organizations had a budget to help with feeding,
transport, vet care of the animal , nor did they have a place to
put it.
On January 17th I received yet another desperate call from
the Sheriff's department that they had another complaint about
the donkey in a woman's yard. I loaded up my trailer and gear,
including portable fencing and went to the location. Sure
enough, there was a donkey. He was not aggressive, but
showed signs of being chased by people. He was willing to
come eat hay I threw on the ground and eat feed out of a bucket. Unfortunately, there was only me and a sheriff's officer, so
we set up a trap with the portable fending to encircle the donkey while he was eating, next to a solid fence with other equines on the other side. He watched us and then walked up to
the portable fence, shoved his head under it and walked away!
Obviously, smarter than horses! With only two people, I knew
this was not going to work, so we left him some hay in the trap
area and in the back of the trailer. As dusk settled, we agreed to
try again the next day.
The next day, I mobilized several members of my Fire Department who have had TLAER training with me, as well as my
significant other, Damian, and his eight year old daughter, Brie.
We called the Sheriff's department who agreed to send an officer and assist; with this many people it should go pretty
smooth. In addition, I took two corral panels to use to push him
into the trailer in case he was strongly opinionated. When we
arrived, Damian distracted the donkey with offerings from the
bucket, which he slowly warned up to the idea, but was still not
willing to take it from his hand. Meanwhile, we were rebuilding our trap with the corral panels and the portable fencing and
organizing all of the people.
Just when we got the trap set and the feed bucket ready, here
comes the homeowner to "help" us by clapping her hands and
yelling at him; which, as you can imagine, did NOT help. We

got control of her and calmed the donkey down by walking
away, at which time he walked into the trap to eat. Yay!! With
a little manipulation and moving the fence, we convinced him
to get into the trailer without any problems.
I immediately called Dr. Jennifer Proctor, my veterinarian in
Monticello and asked her if we could bring the donkey to her
for castration, shots and a Coggins. All were to be paid for by
GERL, per my conversation with Ms. Anne Ensminger. Since
we now had him in the trailer, we drove directly to the vet. I
was able to get a halter and lead on him quite easily and led him
(with a small amount of motivation from behind) into a stall.
Dr. Proctor's initial impression was that the donkey was in excellent shape, not to mention the fact that he is very handsome,
and should be quite easy to find a home.

...continued on page 17
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Woody’s Rescue — The Rest of the Story
by Patty Livingston and Anne Ensminger
continued from page 16
The donkey was castrated by
Dr. Proctor on a Sunday, the
day after he arrived at her clinic. We received a call from her
office asking for a name to put
on his Coggins and since he
spent so much time in the
woods during his time on the
lam, it was decided that his
name would be "Woody".
Miss Anne and I made preparations to pick him up the following Thursday, which turned out
to be a very cold and windy
day. We wondered how in the
world we were going to load
him and hoped that there would
be somebody around to help. We arrived at the clinic early and
entered the barn to check out our new ward. He was a munching quietly on a flake of hay and didn't seem the least bit rattled
by the barking dogs that were in the adjoining stalls. He was,
however, backing away from us! We spent a little time outside
his stall trying to get him to come closer, while assessing the
situation. After making no progress, we walked back to the
truck and waited for Dr. Proctor to arrive.
A little while later, Dr. Proctor arrived and while she was
taking care of a couple of appointments that were waiting, her
assistant decided to see if she could catch Woody and get a
halter on him. He kept turning around so that she couldn't
reach his head and after twenty minutes or so, she finally gave
up. Dr. Proctor came over with a stiff lasso, made a big loop
and walked into the stall with Woody. She dropped the loop
over Woody's head, tightened up the rope and he immediately
stopped moving around. She was able to get a halter on him
and then led him out of the barn. He immediately started to
bray when he walked outside in the sunshine and saw the horses in a nearby pasture. Dr. Proctor led him to the back of the
trailer and without much hesitation he put his front two feet in
the trailer. We couldn't believe how easy this was going! With
a few nudges from behind with a broom he was in the trailer
within ten minutes and we drove away. I dropped Miss Anne
off at her house and Woody and I headed to Bethlehem.
When I arrived at my farm I pulled the trailer into the back
yard so that I was closer to the paddock where Woody would
be living until he was adopted. When I opened up the back
door to the trailer he started to move towards me, or possibly
towards "freedom". I held it open just enough to get my body
through and held it there while I devised my plan. He had a
drag line on the rope halter and I figured I could grab it when
he started to come out. I had a bucket of feed to entice him,
just in case. Everything went as planned and within a few
minutes Woody was standing at the end of the lead line in my
back yard. I used the feed to get him to follow me to the paddock. When he was inside and the gate was shut I had a chance

to reflect on how easy it had
been in comparison to what I
had imagined for a donkey
that had run loose for several
weeks.
Within a couple of days I
opened the gate so that
Woody could go out into the
pasture. He was starting to
feel comfortable with his
twice a day feeding schedule
and I felt certain that he
would come back to the barn
at meal times. I was right.
Woody loves his grain and by
day 3 he would bray when he
saw me coming with the yellow bucket. By day 5 he was my alarm clock, braying promptly at 7:30 to let me know he was waiting to be fed. During this
time we had an adoption pending on Woody and I knew that he
would soon be leaving to go to his forever home. I had hoped
that I would be able to handle him before moving day, but the
weather wasn't cooperating and I wasn't able to spend as much
time with him as I would have liked. However, my neighbor
was coming over and she was able to get him to take carrots out
of her hand. He was always very cautious not to touch any part
of her hand while doing so. We had a nice break in the weather
just a couple of days before Woody was to go to his new forever home and I took the opportunity to try my luck at getting him
to take a carrot from my hand. He would approach very cautiously, but finally his desire for the carrot finally got the best
of him and he did take it from my hand. He was still wearing
the rope halter that Dr. Proctor had put on him two weeks previous, but the drag line was no longer there to grab, having
come off the first night he arrived. I attempted to grab the halter several times, but Woody was quick and always eluded me.

...continued on page 18
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...continued from page 17
We have since followed up to see how Woody has adjusted
and got a great report about how he has settled in with Walter
and the goats. We even received a picture of Woody and Walter running through the pasture, which made me smile. That's
what this is all about!

Woody’s Rescue—The Rest of the Story
by Patty Livingston and Anne Ensminger
Finally, delivery day arrived and Miss Anne and two of her
friends, as well as new GERL Area Coordinator Adrianne Kies
arrived to help me load Woody. They were able to put a lasso
around Woody's neck but he was not willing to lead, so with
one person holding the rope and another walking behind him
they were able to get him to the gate. I backed the trailer right
up to the gate and with a little "feed persuasion" he got on.
Miss Anne, Adrianne and I thanked our extra helpers and off
we went to deliver Woody to his new home.
Woody would have the company of another donkey named
Walter and several large goats and they all came to investigate
when we unloaded him into the large pasture that would be his
new home. It was funny to watch Woody chase after them
when they ran from him. They finally settled down and started
grazing which was our sign to load up and head home. We felt
good about Woody's new "forever home" and the family who
would be taking care of him.

Walter and Woody running through the snow.

Woody’s new family, the Lindseys.

Woody, you handsome devil.
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Happy Trails White Cloud and Grant
By CeCe Calli
Gerl received a call on our hotline the week of October 14, 2013 regarding 2 horses we adopted out a few years ago. It seems ill
heath had forced the Smiths to try and find new homes for Grant and White Cloud. After a few phone calls and emails I learned
that Grant was a very well trained horse and his partner White Cloud was blind. At the time of this call, our foster program was
busting at the seams and I could not find anyone who would take in a blind horse. On Facebook, I had been following Red Clay
Rescue and Sanctuary run by our own Lee Rast. So I sent Lee an email and she agreed to take in White Cloud. Yeepie for her.
Then disaster struck it was thought that Lee’s farm had a case of strangles. Yikes. To the relief of everyone it was not strangles.
Lee would place her farm on a 30 quarantine just to make sure all was well. Well Karma is a good thing. I received a call from
Carrie Bartele with Chastain Horse Park looking for a few horses that might fit into their program. YES! Carrie set up an appointment with the Smith’s to ride out Grant. Grant did a great job for her and she chose him to be one of their therapy horses. So now
Grant has a wonderful job helping children at Chastain Horse Park and White Cloud has some brand new pasture mates at Red Clay
Rescue and Sanctuary. Now what could be better than that!
Hello Blaze
Another hotline call and some real strange doings with this one. The owners of Blaze were moving to Panama TOMORROW.
They were unable to find a home for the 18 year old grade QH that may or may not be in foal. REALLY! Poor Blaze. Home alone
with some hay and water and her owner out of the country. Ok, so now I have to find a foster home for Blaze, in foal, maybe not.
Beth agreed to foster Blaze when she was current on her vac’s and her coggins was clean. Blaze is now settling in at Beth’s and is
not in foal. Now this is a good thing.
Out of the Woods: Woody
I received a call Saturday January 16 to tell me about a donkey that got out of his owner’s paddock and was on the run, but at long
last had been caught. He went on to be gelded and Patty Livingston picked him up and took him to her place to recover from his
surgery. We put the word out that Woody (lame huh?) needed a home. Cat & Lincoln Lindsey were lightning fast at contacting us
and getting their adoption application filled out. Debbie Whitworth wasted no time in doing the farm inspection and bingo, bango,
bongo, Woody has a new forever home. The Lindsey’s already have one Donkey named “Walter”. Woody is one lucky little dude
to find such a wonderful home. I just love a happy ending!
It is a far, far better thing I do: Keister
You all know Keister, the white Arabian that has been in GERL foster for a bit. Well, happy news for him. He also has been
adopted by Chastain Horse Park. Carrie Bartele thought he would be a perfect fit for their therapy program. Keister has settled in
so nicely and the group at Chastain just love him! Good for you Keister….……..
C.J. all tuned up and ready to GO!
Patty Livingston delivered C.J. to our new foster Casey Whitaker for a riding tune up. Casey did a wonderful job with C.J. Such
a great job, that a young man named Billy Abrahamsen took a real shine to C.J. Now Billy is the new adopted “Dad” of C.J. Happy Trails C.J & Billy

GERL Volunteer Coordinator Needed
The volunteer coordinator will be responsible for securing volunteers for all GERL events and booths that require assistance.
What are the requirements?
You must have a computer and be proficient using email.
You must be a self-starter, meaning that when you are asked to get volunteers for an event, it has to be done in a timely
manner and followed through until the event is over.
You should have access to the Internet and know how to create a Google Excel spreadsheet.
You do not have to attend events, but it is always a plus to have the Volunteer Coordinator present at large events.
You do not have to live in a specific area in the State, 99% of this job is done on the computer!
Please contact Diana Kelsey @ diana@gerlltd.org or 770-267-0867 if interested!
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Slow Feeding for Better Digestion
By Carolyn Crew

Feeding the way Nature intended is the best way to
nurture your horse and improve digestion.
Consider free-roaming horses living in the wild
who spend the majority of their waking hours searching for food. History and research show that these
horses are seldom sick or have problems with their
feet.
In the wild, horses travel up to 25 miles a day, eating little bites, grazing 18 to 20 hours each day.
Their digestive tracts classify them as trickle feeders,
eating only enough to be satisfied and never to be
full.
From the time humans first began to confine horses
and restrict free access to forage, they created a problem. It wasn't until the last few decades that horsemen really understood just how troublesome this issue is for the horse. The concept of slow feeding is
now becoming more popular.
The equine digestive system continuously produces
and secretes stomach acid. This is not a problem
when horses graze most of the day. However, when
the stomach is empty, that acid can eat away at the
lining, causing painful gastric ulcers and digestive
upset which can lead to colic.
Feeding hay free choice can duplicate natural grazing
to some extent, and it definitely has a favorable impact on behavior. Horses who are allowed to eat as
much hay as they want are generally more relaxed
and content. However, horses have small stomachs
for their body size, and overfilling the stomach is a
recipe for disaster. Providing frequent small meals is
a much safer plan than allowing a horses to gorge on
unlimited feed.
It is important to remember the underlying biology
of the animal when determining what to feed, how
often, and in what quantities.
DIGESTION - The horse is a hind gut fermenting
grazer. The digestive process begins as his teeth pull,
tear and chew forage, stimulating the flow of saliva
which lubricates feed prior to its passage to the remainder of the digestive tract. As horses chew, their
slightly alkaline saliva helps to buffer the acidity in
their stomach. The pH of the stomach is quire acidic
and a horse will produce digestive acids whether or

not he is eating.
The unprotected upper portion of the stomach is not
as well shielded. As long as the stomach contents are
buffered by saliva and fiber, the horse's digestive
tract remains healthy.
When horse owners try to compensate for lack of
forage by feeding more concentrate, they can unintentionally overload the horse's digestive system,
leading to excessive fermentation and gas in the hindgut. This can cause colic or diarrhea, or even gastric
rupture, which can be fatal.
THE SLOW FEEDING CONCEPT - Think about
when you haven't eaten all day and come home famished. You completely overeat anything you can get
your hands on. Then, because your brain hasn't
caught up with your stomach, you are still hungry
when you go to bed.
When you throw your horse two or three flakes of
hay he will eat it until it is gone, then be hungry well
before you get home to feed him again at night, when
he'll devour his grain and finish his hay before you
shut the barn door. If he eats too fast he will not feel
content and full when he is supposed to, which leads
to overeating. Because he is not chewing properly,
he thinks he's still hungry which in turn can cause
him to be nervous, edgy and disobedient.
The concept of slow feeding employs a continuous
feeding method that allows your horse to constantly
forage, thereby stimulating his digestive system and
his mind. Under these conditions the horse's body
will work in better balance, as nature has intended.
Slow feeders decrease the rate of consumption and
therefore more closely replicate natural grazing. The
digestive process is slowed down and nutrients in hay
can be absorbed much more efficiently.
In addition to reducing horse boredom, allowing the
horse to eat more continuously has metabolic and
other health benefits. Providing food in a few meals
rather than spread out evenly can result in higher insulin responses to feeding. Horses with metabolic
conditions, such as Cushing's disease, insulin resistance, hypothyroidism and laminitis benefit when
they can eat small amounts on a continuous basis.

...continued on page 21
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Continued from page 20

Pat and Linda’s Great Adventure!
By Linda Kundell

SLOW FEEDING BENEFITS - Horses need to eat
frequently for both physical and mental health. A
horse's stomach is small, and empties within an hour.
A slow feeder system provides constant foraging,
reducing stress and allowing the intestinal bacteria to
remain balanced, therefore reducing the likelihood of
colic or loose stools.
Continuous slow feeding will, in most cases, eliminate vices such as cribbing, weaving, aggression, and
feed anxiety.
TYPES OF SLOW FEEDERS - Each slow feeder
offers a unique design that can help your horse eat
the way nature intended.
Feeder Toys: Utilizing feeder "toys" within tubs or
on clean corners of a mat, owners and barn managers
can feed grain rations along with supplements. These
toys allows the horse to drop his head, build saliva
and work (nose the feeder) to get a hay cube or a
handful of hay pellets at a time. Meals that took seconds to inhale can now last 15 minutes to even hours.
Box Feeders: With a Box Feeder the horse is
"grazing" through a grid system. The hay is confined
inside a box or tub with a metal or plastic grate on
top. The small openings allow the horse to "graze"
for his hay in a much more natural way. The weight
of the grate keeps it pressed against the hay, and the
horse uses his lips to grab, pull and tear wisps of hay
through the grate. Instead of gulping down big
mouthfuls, he has to work for the hay, going from
square to square.
Hay Nets and Bags: While traditional hay nets and
bags have mesh large enough for a horse to stick his
muzzle in and get a big mouthful, slow feed designs
have mesh sizes typically between 1 3/8 and 1 5/8
inches. Such tiny openings necessitate nibblefeeding. The horse coaxes a stalk or two out with his
lips, then grasps the stalks with his teeth and pulls
them out with a quick, sideways motion that mimics
the action of grazing. These nets can be helpful
when you want to provide a more natural, healthful
way for your horse to eat but you can't run out to feed
every hour.
Though all horses eat similar things (grass, hay,
grain products), each horse will have specific needs,
and should considered as a unique individual with a
customized feeding program.

It started out as a normal day. Well, as normal as a day
can be when it starts at 5:00 am. I had the merchandise
trailer hooked up and ready to go to the GERL poker ride.
I fed the horses. My rescue horse Starr looked at me like I
was a little off center of the bubble. He likes to eat, but
really, 5:00 am? So after that I just waited for Pat Allen to
show up. She lives about 45 minutes from my house and
had decided to go with me instead of driving by herself.
We pulled out at 6:20 am: plenty of time to get to Dawson
Forest. The GPS said to go on Rt.129 but I knew the way
by going on Rt. 53. O.K., so I had a little argument with
GPS lady. I won, I turned her off!!
From here, things started to go down hill. As we crossed
over I-85 the trailer unhooked from my truck. Wow, a new
experience! Thank goodness the chains held and we got off
the road across from a Cracker Barrel. Well, I didn’t understand exactly what happened, but we had to hook it up
again and get going. A very nice man came across the road
to see if he could help. He knew what I had done and had
me look at the underside of the trailer hitch. O.K., it seems
that even though it looked like it was on the ball, it wasn’t;
even though it locked like it should, it didn’t. Anyway,
after just about laying on the road to see what he was talking about, we got it hooked up right and we were back on
the road. That was our great adventure for the day, we
thought—but no, more was to come.
We got to Dawson Forest; we unloaded the trailer and
got the merchandise set up. It was cold but Valarie, Pat and
I talked and worked and met some nice people. We ate
lunch, the riders came in and the door prizes were awarded.
Wait a minute, I actually won a door prize right after I told
the man standing next to me that I never win anything. So
now I have to say I almost never win a door prize. Wait
another minute, we heard that some one came off her
horse, an ambulance had been called and she was taken to
the hospital. Her friend had her horse and everything was
O.K.
After lunch Valarie, Pat and I got the trailer loaded up
and ready to go home. I drove down to the “ladies room”
and parked the truck. A gentleman came around the front
of a trailer and asked if we could help the person with the
hospitalized woman’s truck. I talked to Rachel Andrews
and her friend was the person who had broken her arm in
the fall. I found out that she had the keys to the truck, but
she had never pulled a trailer and she really didn’t want to
start now!! We can handle this. Pat usually pulls a bumper hitch trailer and I usually pull a gooseneck. Pat could
take my truck and I could take Rachel’s—well, actually
Amanda Hooks’ truck since she was still in the hospital.
Amanda’s truck was on very large tires and was jacked up.
Continued on page 30
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It has been over five years since Patty Livingston
allowed herself to be harnessed with the GERL Presidency. I don’t use the word ‘harnessed’ to indicate
that Patty would describe her office as a burden but
to emphasize how totally she threw herself into the
role from day one.

A Note from the
Secretary’s Desk
By Anne Ensminger
Inching. Inching is
a word that, in my
mind, describes the
progress GERL has
made over the past 20
years. Is that pitiful?
Is it sad? No! I am honored to be a part of any progress made toward ending the equine abuse which
was the reason GERL was formed in the first place.

Patty is a natural leader, a great thinker, and has the
ability to express her thoughts in a way that I greatly
admire just as I did the previous two GERL Presidents. She has been able to adopt Betty’s vision and
Brian’s awareness concerning the importance of organization and documentation. At the same time
she has managed to broaden the mission, success,
and direction of the organization. Patty has achieved
the formation of a genuine working relationship with
the GDA, our Commissioner of Agriculture, and
many of the GDA Equine Inspectors while also realizing the importance of seeking the help of local law
enforcement and animal control agencies all over the
state to insure that our animal protection laws are
enforced. How do we enlist their help? We commit
to helping them!

I deeply appreciate Betty Evenson and friends who
first embraced the vision that would become GERL.
They identified the problem which, as I learned in
psychology, is the first step in problem solving.
They worked very hard for years to solve the huge
problem of equine abuse in our state. The organization grew and many horses benefitted.
Then when it became too heavy for Betty to carry
any longer, the baton was passed to Brian Dees who
kept the vision alive. I was privileged to be a member of Brian’s GERL Board of Directors. Our mission, as we saw it, was very similar to that of the first
Board of Directors; however, Brian and I could never
agree on the importance of GERL working toward a
partnership with the Department of Agriculture, Equine Division. Still, Brian was passionate and tireless in his efforts to insure the protection of equine as
required by Georgia law.
I appreciated his
knowledge of organization and can hear in my mind,
his frequent caution to us concerning the
“reinvention of the wheel”. It took me a while to
understand the meaning of his words. He knew that
his tenure would not last forever but he wanted to
insure that GERL would be around for as long as
there was a need.

Yes, we are still inching, but so much progress has
been made. Certainly, we still physically and financially support the GDA in their efforts to impound
and rehabilitate starved and abused horses and our
GERL Foster Program remains very active but Patty
Livingston has taught us that rescue alone is not the
answer to the problems faced by many unfortunate
equine today. The need is so great that it will never
be met by our pitiful attempts to save every horse.
What single organization could bare such a financial
burden? In Patty’s mind, the solution is simple. We
must reduce the number of horses by discouraging
the practice of indiscriminate breeding while placing
heavy legal and financial penalties on those who
starve or otherwise mistreat their horses. Period.
End of story. My words are not new but it is important that they are repeated again and again so that
we might keep inching.
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GERL Recognized in NickerNews.net
By Anne Ensminger
If you have not been exposed to Nicker News, you
are missing a wonderful opportunity to learn from,
and be entertained by award winning blogger, Maddy
Butcher Gray. She is a tireless researcher and writer
who is an extremely well connected and experienced
horsewoman. She combines these traits to produce
an excellent online magazine where she shares the
results of her unquenchable thirst for all knowledge
concerning the horse.

They distribute an excellent quarterly newsletter
with updates on rescues, fundraisers, educational
seminars, and success stories. The group fairly oozes
with good will, strong efforts, charity and focus.
They recognize the connection between over breeding and horse neglect by sponsoring Stallion to Gelding Castration Days. Fifty bucks to castrate your
stud!
In today’s world, groups don’t get far without an
effective website. GERL’s home page features rotating images of horses “before” and “after” their
GERL rescues. I can’t think of any better way to
convince visitors to get involved.

Recently GERL was honored to have our organization recognized by Maddy in NickerNews.net. This
was a complete surprise and we are very pleased to
share the article with our readers while encouraging
them to visit NickerNews.com online and support
Maddy’s work by subscribing.

There are also pages devoted to available horses,
adopted horses, personal rescue stories as well as educational pages, a Horse Hotline link, and wellness
pages. They have a cool 2014 horse calendar for sale,
a painless way to contribute to GERL.

GERL gets things done by Maddy Butcher Gray
One of the great rewards of running NickerNews and
BestHorsePractices is rubbing elbows with good people and good organizations. The Georgia Equine
Rescue League, Ltd. is one of them. Boy, do they get
things done!

Hats off and best wishes to GERL, its leaders,
members, and volunteers. Keep up the fine work.
http://nickernewsblog.com/gerl-gets-things-done/

2002 BEE GOOSENECK HORSE TRAILER FOR SALE
This trailer was donated to GERL 3 years ago by a middle Georgia therapeutic riding organization with
the caveat that it was to be used in the middle Georgia area. It has been at the Pulaski prison impound
since being donated, but because it is steel and heavy they are unable to pull it safely with their older
model 3/4 ton trucks. They have contacted GERL to see if we would consider selling it and buying them
something that they can use. The trailer
was new when purchased and cost
$14,392.00. It is a 4 horse straight load
with side doors. It has a small dressing
room with A/C that works great. Tires
are good. We are asking $7500.00 OBO.
More pictures available upon request.
Please contact Patty Livingston at 770867-0760, if interested.
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GERL Hosts Law Enforcement Meeting
Written by Lynne Robinson Yates

The Georgia Equine Rescue League (GERL) started
hosting law enforcement training meetings about three
years ago. The meetings are to train law enforcement
officers in various aspects of handling equine cases. It
is part of a “get well” plan that Patty Livingston, President of GERL, wrote to outline the steps needed to
solve the problem of equine neglect and abuse in Georgia.

We have never received a call from anyone in law enforcement requesting a meeting so we took that as a sign
that our hard work for three years was starting to bear
fruit. Before long, the date was set and the planning
was in full swing.
Sgt. Powell found the perfect location in Summerville.
The meeting would be held at the county Agriculture
Building. GERL Area Coordinator, Lee Rast, drove to
Summerville and inspected the location and reported
that it would meet our needs perfectly. We had two
conference calls to make plans, mailed out 60 letters of
invitation to 30 counties (1 for Animal Control and 1 for
Sheriff’s office), and then crossed our fingers and hoped
for the best.
By the morning of February 27th, we felt sure that our
meeting would be well attended. We had over 50 officers from a dozen counties pre-registered. We actually
had 43 officers attend the training.
That morning, the dedicated GERL volunteers arrived
to get everything ready. Annette Raybon picked up the
breakfast goodies from Michelle Meyn, the owner of
Bumble Bee Bakery. Michelle is the sister of our Foster/Adoption Coordinator, CeCe Calli. Michelle donated all the breakfast items and we cannot thank her
enough. She recently opened her bakery at 1948 Hiram
Douglas Highway in Hiram, GA. If you are in her area,
drop by and thank her for her support of GERL. She
can be reached at 770-485-2164 or thebumblebeebakers@yahoo.com

There are five parts to the plan:







Reduce the number of horses being born
Find homes for the horses in neglectful and abusive situations. Make them more marketable through training.
Provide financial support to GDA and law enforcement
Provide education to law enforcement and the community
Push for prosecution of neglectful and abusive owners

The last two points listed above are the reason why
GERL believes these law enforcement training sessions
are so important. It is GERL’s belief that owners must
be held accountable for neglectful and abusive behavior.
We had conducted a meeting in September and did not
have another meeting planned when Patty received a
call from Sgt. Powell in Chattooga County. He had not
been able to attend the meeting in September and he
really wanted to get his staff trained to be able to respond to calls related to equine in his county. Sheriff
Schrader was very supportive of helping GERL host
another meeting as soon as possible.
…Continued on page 26
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I started the meeting with a presentation about
GERL. Next up was Mat Thompson, Equine Manager of the Georgia Department of Agriculture. He
gave a presentation about equine laws, horse handling and body scoring in addition to information
about past cases handled by the GDA. Kevin Hearst
was the final speaker before lunch. Kevin is the
Field Supervisor/Chief Cruelty Investigator for
Dekalb Animal Services and Enforcement. Kevin
spoke about the details of investigating an animal
cruelty case. Kevin speaks nationwide on the subject
and GERL is lucky to have his support. After lunch,
the officers received some hands-on experience with
real live horses under the tutelage of Mat Thompson
and field investigators Adriane Cook and Jessie Murray. The final speaker of the day was Sherwin
Figueroa, Asst. District Attorney with Cobb Judicial
Circuit. She spoke about building a case for a winning prosecution. I think the officers were very interested in hearing about the prosecution of equine
cases from the solicitor’s point of view.

…Continued from page 25

We had several volunteers who came out to help
us. Lee Rast took the lead to meet with Sgt Powell
for the location planning. She also brought chili and
cornbread for lunch and kept the food preparation
and serving running smoothly. Ray Ziebell brought
all the coffee supplies and had the coffee perking in
no time. John Absalon was there to help get the
chairs and tables in order and the handouts in place.
Phil Rast was in charge of the camera and I thank
him for the pictures. We could not hold this meeting
without Anne Ensminger who handled registration
and the preparation of certificates. There were other
volunteers who could not attend the meeting but
helped with the planning: Cathy Spivey, Rita Benfield, Debbie Whitfield, Joan Hall and Patty Livingston. This was the first law enforcement meeting
that Patty missed but she was certainly there in spirit.
Cathy Spivey donated one of the $25 gift cards to be
given away as a door prize and Anne Ensminger donated two of them. My thanks to Cathy and Anne for
their generosity.

GERL would like to thank all the volunteers,
speakers and attendees who made the meeting a success. We would especially like to thank Sgt. Powell
and Sheriff Schrader for their support. Hopefully,
each officer will take what they learned back to their
respective counties. Perhaps they will be more willing to seek prosecution in cases of equine abuse and
neglect.
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Best of the Best: GERL loves horses
By Cathy Best, Columnist for the Morgan County Citizen

Editors Note: The article below featuring GERL ran in the Morgan County Citizen newsletter on January
16, 2014. A big thank you to GERL foster mom, Susan McCullar, and to Cathy Best, who wrote the article.

Cowboy, a chestnut colored horse with a sweet
disposition, was 15-hands high. I rode him once a
week during the three years my father was stationed in El Toro, California at the Marine Corps
Air Station. We arrived in California the latter part
of my fifth grade year and remained there until my
father returned to Vietnam. My mother packed up
the four girls and moved back to Texas for the duration of his 13-month tour of duty.

ter care for their horses so they can keep the horse.
If this isn't possible the owners often sign the horses over to GERL. At this point "foster parents" like
myself take the horses into their care at their farm
to rehabilitate the horse. GERL raises funds to pay
these expenses including feed, hay and veterinarian
care. My love and tender care is provided free of
charge. The horse stays with the foster until it is
rehabilitated at which time it is put up for adoption.
The prospective adoption process includes an interview with the prospective owner and a visit to the
farm to insure that the horse will be in a safe and
healthy environment."

Cowboy was the hardest part of leaving California. He did not belong to me. I paid 50 cents per
hour to ride him at the base stables; he belonged to
the base recreation department. I'd walk the half
mile to the stables, in hand-me-down boots, ride,
and brush him down after circling the pasture until
my 50 cents or, if I was lucky, dollar was up. It felt
like he was mine; I pretended he was. I loved him.
For a girl who desperately wanted a horse, that didn't fit into military life, Cowboy was a Godsend.
I'm reminded of him often, and the joy he brought
me when I pass chestnut quarter horses in a field.

Volunteers, like Susan, do this out of love for
horses. Her current rescue is a two year old that
lacked much human contact. Susan loves on this
baby so that some day it will make a wonderful
horse to adopt.
The GERL website offers important facts and
suggested guidelines for people struggling to care
for their horses in this current economy. You'll
find information on marketing the horse for sale,
pricing, advertising, getting the proper paperwork
together, vaccines and screening potential new
owners. Email your advertising flyer to info@gerlltd.org and GERL will circulate the flyer
for you.

Most of the horses I see ambling through the
fields are healthy and loved but some are neglected.
The neglect can be for a variety of reasons, including the downturn in the economy. GERL (Georgia
Equine Rescue League, Ltd.) is available to help
rescue and place horses for adoption within the
state of Georgia.

I encourage anyone that has a love of horses and
an interest in using their empty field to foster an
abused or neglected horse, or would like to support
the organization, to contact GERL. As you take a
look at charitable organizations to support this new
year, consider GERL.

Susan McCullar is a foster parent to horses rescued by GERL. In her words, Susan shared
GERL's mission with me: "Georgia Equine Rescue
League is a non-profit organization with the focus
of rescuing abused and neglected horses as well as
educating the public on these issues. When GERL
learns of a situation of abuse or neglect, trained
volunteers are sent to check out the situation. If
possible, the owners are educated about how to bet27

GERL Education Director

Loganville Middle School Students Help Horses

When Sue Vetch learned
about the 2014 Rescue
Challenge that GERL is
planning, she immediately
wanted to become involved. Sue, a very busy
realtor specializing in horse
properties, has been deeply
involved with many aspects of the Georgia horse
community for years. She
knows EVERYBODY having anything to do with horses from our legislators to
many of those prominent in the Georgia equine industry, to numerous 4-H kids with their first horse.

For the third year in a row, GERL is grateful to be
chosen to benefit from an annual fund raising project of the Positive Referral Club at Loganville
Middle School. The PRC, under the direction of
Mrs. Jody Wisdom, is comprised of students who
positively excel in the areas of behavior, citizenship, and academic performance. Membership is
by invitation only. GERL is both appreciative and
honored to enjoy a relationship with this fine group
of young people and their leaders.

In addition to taking a major role in planning and
producing the upcoming Rescue Challenge, Sue expressed and interest in taking on a position which
GERL has been seeking to fill for quite some time,
that of Education Director. She is very aware of the
importance that education plays in the GERL “Get
Well Plan” for eliminating equine suffering in Georgia. We can’t think of a more qualified, well connected, or energetic person to fill the position. We welcome Sue as one of our very important Directors and
look forward to working with her as she creates ways
to not only educate the public on proper horse care but
also our law makers and enforcers on the importance
of legal consequences for those who would starve or
otherwise abuse horses in our state.

Miss Anne got in the donkey spirit along
with everybody else and adopted
"Festus". He is a great addition to her farm.

Thank You For Your Foster Homes
Jackie Moore/Vandy
Ann Murphy/China
Alicia Mohr/Dakota
Susan McCullar/Halle Barry
Tamma Trump/Holly & Irish,Quickstep
Tiffany Bergdorf/Lucky
Beth Eavenson/Blaze
Melissa Moore/Little Joe

Heatherlee Hammond/Rocky
Linda Kundell/Starr
Anne Ensminger/Honor
Chris Altizer/Jessie James
Steven Neal/Amber
Billy Abrahamsen/Coal
Patty Livingston/Star, Mama
and a couple other donkeys

With Your Help…We Will Make A Difference!
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Honorariums

GERL Participates in Kroger's
Community Rewards Program

Leslie & Joe Martin and
Nancy & John Smith
- by Marilyn Christiano
Lisa Sikes by Judy Gore
Donna Pieper by Steven Horn
Barbara Clark and Sandy Freeman
- by Martha Shepherd
Joker and Kiester by Susan Eberhart
Though GERL has only been signed up to participate in Kroger's Community Rewards program a
short time, we have already received our first
check in the amount of $268.63 for Quarter 1 of
the 2013-14 program year. To support GERL in
this program all you have to do is enroll by linking
your Kroger
plus card to GERL at http://
www.krogercommunityrewards.com. Sign up today and start helping GERL earn money every
time you shop at Kroger!

dinator when there is a need for a facility inspection
in the counties you are willing to cover. You might
be asked to perform 1 or 2 inspections a month, or 1
or 2 inspections a year; it really depends on the activity in your county. You can always decide whether
or not you want to do an inspection simply by replying to the email and letting the Foster/Adoption Coordinator know about your availability.

Volunteers and Area Coordinators
desperately needed in South Georgia
If you have ever considered volunteering for
GERL, now is the time to get off that fence and get
involved. The biggest need we have is for individuals who would be willing to perform facility visits. Whenever someone wants to become a foster
home for GERL, or whenever someone wants to
adopt a GERL horse, we always have someone perform a facility inspection. The inspection itself only
takes about 15 minutes. We look and make sure the
fencing is in good shape and the barn is going to
stand up for the foreseeable future. We make
sure there is a clean water source and that there is
shelter available. We make sure there is enough pasture to support the number of horses on the property
and that our horses will not be going into a hoarding
situation.

The facility inspection task is part of a larger group
of activities that our Area Coordinators perform. If
you only want to do facility inspections and do not
want to be an Area Coordinator, that is certainly
okay. If you think you might want to be an Area Coordinator, please visit out website at http://
www.gerlltd.org and take a look at the Area Coordinator job description. You might find that it is volunteer opportunity you have been seeking.
If you would like more information, please contact
Lynne Yates by calling 404-435-5746 or emailing
lynne@gerlltd.org.

If you are willing to perform this service, you will
be contacted by email by the Foster/Adoption Coor29

Continued from page 21—”Pat and Linda’s Great Adventure!”

We got to my house, Pat got her stuff, got in her car and
left. I went to feed the horses (some days that’s all I do)
and talk to Starr who basically said go away, I’m eating. I
sat down in the living room to sorta decompress. Answering machine was blinking. It was Pat. She left her GPS in
my truck. I just laughed, it was the end of a long day. Bed
was looking better and better!!

It was looking bigger all the time. Her trailer was a steel
trailer—very long, very wide and very heavy. It was a four
horse with a good size dressing room in the front. They
live off of Rt. 129 (looks like the GPS lady was right, I was
going on that road no matter what). As we were getting
ready to go, Pat realized that there was no hook up for the
brakes and lights for the trailer. That truck and trailer was
looking bigger and bigger all the time. I told her to go slow
since I wasn’t sure that I was real happy about no trailer
brakes. Well, we made it. We got to Rachel’s house
dropped her horse off and then had to go about 10 miles
back and drop off the truck and trailer with Amanda’s
horse. O.K, we were ready to get home.

GERL made some money; Rachel, horses and the truck
got home safely; Pat and I got home safely; and as I thought
about it, we were the only ones who were driving together
who could get Rachel and the truck home without going out
of the way too much. So it seems to me, that was enough of
a great adventure for the day

has given up and died a relatively peaceful death. I also have
checked out lots of things that we might want but my trailer and
horse can only carry so much stuff! I’m thinking new T-shirts
but just haven’t come up with a design that we all like. Do you
have some design thoughts? If you do, feel free to pass them to
me.
In case you haven’t noticed, this morning my favorite word is
“stuff.” I am the merchandise lady and “stuff” is my business.
I hope everyone is having a great time with their horses. It’s
getting light out and the horses are staring at the house. Every
morning the same thing. Feed me. Feed me. So the dogs and I
will go feed and maybe the rain will hold off and maybe it
won’t but my horses and dogs will have a good day.

I AM the merchandise lady!
By Linda Kundle
I’m trying to write and my dogs are running around the house
playing and I can’t think!! Well, who can think at 6:00am?
Two forty pounders running and growling at each other
(friendly growling noises, thank goodness). Understand that
6:00am is my usual time to get up if not at 5:00am or 4:00am
but I just don’t do a lot of thinking. So this morning I am trying to think. I’m an early bird and do my best “stuff” in the
morning. So, watch out, this is my best “stuff” coming at you.
I’m trying to think about vanity plates. I have a couple of places that I’m checking out. Also I have ordered rain jackets.
With all the rain that we have had in the past year, my rain coat

Donated saddle helps GERL and a Rescue Horse
GERL Received a very nice Ortho Flex saddle as a donation last year and our On-line Auction Coordinator, Marge Mabey, was
recently able to sell it on Ebay. Below is a letter that Marge received from the lady who purchased the saddle for her rescue horse.
Hello Marge!
Please find enclosed a check for additional postage and handling for the saddle I purchased for my horse on Ebay. Thank you so
much! The saddle will be used on a horse who was driven to not let anyone ride him because of damage in his back caused by poor
saddle fit. Then, he was so bad the people didn't feed him appropriately so he became emaciated. He's on a better road now and
hopefully, the Ortho Flex will solve this and we can start using him as a riding horse again.
People today don't really know about the original MO Len Brown Ortho Flex saddle. I've picked up a few of them and all have
been in awesome, almost new condition. I know the value of the original MO Len Brown Ortho Flex saddles as he made a custom
one for me over 20 years ago and I would never have anything else.
For those of us who are "animal poor", meaning we put more into our animals than anything else, these saddles can be Godsends
to horses with back issues caused by poor saddle fit.
Thank you, again. We truly appreciate having this saddle!
Sincerely,
Valerie Brown
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•

2013
Income
and
Expense Report

LET'S TALK ABOUT THE MONEY
We provided the GDA with $41,920 in goods &
services.


Mansfield and Decatur Impounds $32,222



Lee Arrendale Prison Impound –
$3,910



Pulaski Prison Impound - $5,788

·

We spent approximately $3,126 to assist individuals
with lost jobs and health issues to feed and vet their
horses.

·

We spent $1,230 to assist Georgia Animal Control
agencies with the care of impounded horses.

·

We spent $11,050 on castrations.

·

We spent $19,885 on GERL foster care.



We spent $6,489 on FUNDRAISING EVENTS.



We spent $2,305 on MULTI-COUNTY MEETINGS.



We spent $884 on MERCHANDISE.

·

We spent $10,230 on the GERL NEWSLETTERS.

·

We spent $13,303 on OPERATIONS (insurance,
postage etc.).

TOTAL EXPENSES FOR 2013 WERE $109,193.

LET'S TALK ABOUT THE MONEY
•

We raised $25,663 at FUNDRAISERS.

•

We received $9,957 in MEMBERSHIPS.

•

We received $33,257 in DONATIONS.

•

We received $2,068 in RESTITUTION.

•

We sold $1,338 in MERCHANDISE.

•

Feed-A-Horse Program brought in $6,213.

•

Stallion to Gelding Program brought in $9,714.

•

Adoption fees brought in $6,150.
TOTAL INCOME FOR 2013 WAS $94,943
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GERL Poker Ride 2014
By Lynne Robinson Yates

The Georgia Equine Rescue League has been hosting a spring poker ride for many years. When planning an outside event, the weather is always on everyone’s mind. The morning of February 27th looked
promising. There was no snow or rain falling and
the weatherman predicted highs in the 60’s. Everyone always looks forward to the opportunity to ride
with old friends and make some new ones. Given
our unusually harsh and wet winter weather, the opportunity to get out and ride was particularly welcome.
All the volunteers gathered early in the morning to
get everything ready. We had 25 volunteers to help
with the event. GERL is so very blessed to have the
support of so many wonderful people. Many of the
volunteers wished they had brought warmer coats
and Linda Kundell stayed busy selling GERL sweatshirts.

Our wonderful volunteers!

over, everyone was envious of Tracy being the one
manning the grill. That was the warmest job available. It appeared the weatherman’s prediction was a
bit off the mark.

Before long, the riders came rolling in and the registration table was hopping with activity. Anne
Ensminger and Dorothy Thomas stayed busy getting
all the necessary paperwork completed while many
of the volunteers went out to set up the card stations.
Before long, the riders were on the trail.
Jaye Herrington and several volunteers set up the
food area and Tracy Merson fired up the grill to
cook chicken and kielbasas. Before the day was

Before long, the trail riders were back and ready to
eat. After a great meal, it was time to find out who
had the best poker hand. Joan Hall had the best
hand and she won the $100 first prize. She promptly
donated it back to GERL and we thank her for her
generosity. Dorothy Thomas won the 2nd prize of a
$50 gift certificate. She also donated her prize back
to GERL which GERL will certainly put to good
use. Thank you Dorothy. The 3rd and 4th place
winners won t-shirts.

Tracy Merson, our cook for the day, and Linda Kundell, John
Lynn and Diana Kelsey help in the kitchen.

Patty Livingston presents Joan Hall
with $100.00 for the winning hand.
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GERL Poker Ride 2014
By Lynne Robinson Yates

We had some special guests at our ride. Amy
Cox, a long time GERL supporter, was there promoting her trail ride to raise money to support the
fight against breast cancer. Her benefit ride, called
“Trotting for the Ta Tas” will be held June 7th at
Dawson Forest. She was there with many of her
supporters as well as her sister, Jane Gilbertson,
who took the pictures featured at the end of this
article. Please come on out and support this worthy cause.
By mid-afternoon, the ride was over and it was
time to pack up and head for home. I would like to
thank the 25 volunteers who came to help put on
this event. I know that everyone was not mentioned by name, but I hope you know how much
your contribution is appreciated.
I also want to thank the riders who came out to
participate in the ride. The money raised will go to
feeding and caring for horses who are facing starvation. Even as the ride was happening, 16 horses
were being impounded in Peach County with the
owner facing prosecution. The money raised at
this ride will likely go to providing care to those
horses, or others that desperately need it.
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Introducing Amber
By Steven B. Neal
Allow me to introduce Amber, one of the newest
members of the G.E.R.L. Foster Care program.

many horses in her condition she is very easy to handle. She even rode an hour in my horse trailer without making a mess so she is also very considerate.
Here she stands in a stall that I’ve set up for her.
Right now there isn’t a lot to say about her other than
she is eating very well, drinks lots of water, and in
the few days she’s been with me as almost completely used up a small mineral block that I’ve attached to
the stall wall. Of course all this leaves me with a stall
to clean out every morning and evening but it’s all
good. I suspect that when Amber puts on some
weight that she will demonstrate that she has quite a
personality. I already know she had quite a mouth on
her which she is quick to use if she thinks I’m being
to slow with her feed. I am posting progress pictures
of her on the Georgia Equine Rescue League timeline on Facebook if you want to follow her progress.

Here is a picture of Amber at the Henry County
Animal Control impound pen.

I’m afraid that I don’t have much firsthand
knowledge of where Amber came from and how she
ended up in the care of the Henry County Animal
Control. I only know that on Wednesday February
26th I heard from Anne Ensminger about some horses
that were coming into the GERL Foster Care program that needed a place to care for them so I volunteered. As it turned out there was only one horse still
needing to be placed so as soon as I received Amber’s Negative Coggins certificate on Friday morning I drove out to Henry County to pick her up. Amber stands 14.1 hands high and from measurements
that I’ve taken using two weight tapes weighs in
somewhere between 744 to 747 pounds. As with

Spring is in the air!
Clean’em up and
let’s go riding!
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PAYDAY’S HAPPY ENDING
By Eddy O’Hern

On the day that we posted the video of Payday
jumping small jumps in our little jump course we got
a face book message from a wonderful lady named
Wendy. She said, “I want him”. So she came to see
Payday and got the paperwork started and on 21 Feb
2014 Payday was picked up and went to his forever
home.
Payday started out at his new home in a paddock
by his self to get used to his new surroundings, then
after the first day was let out with the rest of the
horses on Wendy’s farm. He has adapted very well
and has become part of the family. He has an upcoming appointment with the furrier to get his
hooves trimmed that should go just fine.
Wendy has been working with Payday and has told
me that at times he is a stinker but most of the time
he is a sweetheart. He still loves to be hugged and
brushed and loves all the attention that Wendy and
her family is giving him.

all horses especially the horses like Payday. The day
Payday went to Wendy’s we rejoiced that he was going to a happy home. But while we were happy we
were also very sad. You see, when you have a horse
such as Payday was when we got him, to work with
him and turn him into a trusting and workable horse
you must be able to put your whole self into the relationship. Sarah and I not only got Payday to let his
guard down and trust and love us we also had to trust
and love him. When Payday went to his new home
Sarah and I lost a small part of our selves that day.
But, that is part of being involved with horse rescue
and we are so thankful and blessed for the time we
had with Payday. We wish him and Wendy always
happiness and love.

For all that have been following Payday’s journey
to happiness I am happy and thrilled to tell you that
he has definitely found a true and awesome loving
home in South East Georgia.
It was mine and Sarah’s honor and privilege to
work with Payday and we give all the glory to God
for giving us the abilities to speak to and work with

Next Georgia Department of
Agriculture Horse Auction scheduled for May 10th at the Mansfield
Impound. Mark your
calendars and plan to attend!
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WELCOME NEW GERL MEMBERS
New Member

Referred By

Karla Adams
Flinn Anderson
Carrie Collins
Heidi Crawford
Joseph & Judean Drescher
Bryan Gandall
Joan Hall
Jody Kitchen
Cynthia Fuguet Mare
Moira McCracken
Chris Michael
Carol Moore
Erin Murphy
Julia Lynn Pignolet
Cindy Wauhop & Family
Casey Whitaker
Kelly Woodham
Janice Yann
Sandi Simpson
Sherri Hendley

From

GERL
GERL
Andee Rogers
GERL
GERL
Janine Gosselin
GERL
GERL
GERL
GERL
GERL
GERL
GERL
GERL
GERL
GERL
GERL
Pat Allen
Carol Upshaw
GACA

Atlanta
Forsyth
Lizella
Powder Springs
Savannah
Douglasville
Lithonia
Atlanta
Sugar Hill
Dawsonville
Dallas
Marietta
Atlanta
Lawrenceville
Flowery Branch
McDonough
Winder
Lexington
Dawsonville
Sylvester

If you have any questions about when you need to renew contact:
Lynne Yates: lynne@gerlltd.org or 404-435-5746

GERL Volunteer of the Quarter
If James Brown was “the hardest working man in show business”, then CeCe Calli is probably the hardest working woman in our organization. Several months ago
when she agreed to take over the Foster Coordinator position, she very sensibly
suggested that her duties also include those of the Adoption Coordinator. The two
positions have always been very closely associated and required constant communication to insure that every horse coming into our program or being adopted was
properly placed and tracked. The GERL Board of Directors enthusiastically accepted her idea. It was a “no brainer”.
Thus CeCe embarked upon the most time consuming, frustrating, and, at the
same time, rewarding job of her life. In spite of the many hours she spends on the
telephone or the computer on behalf of GERL, we have never heard one complaint
from her or about her.
A very organized person, CeCe has made changes in the way that both positions
are managed. She knows every horse in our program and exactly what type of
home it needs. She knows just where to look for a foster home on short notice and
that is very often required. CeCe is both a “people person” and a “horse person”. She lives on a small horse property
near Hartwell, GA. with her husband, Lou. Although she has worked with Thoroughbred horses for most of her life,
she loves and appreciates all horses and is very knowledgeable concerning their nature and care.
GERL is very fortunate to have someone of CeCe’s caliber in this very important Coordinator position. We are
pleased to single her out to be recognized as our most recent Volunteer of the Quarter. We love working with you,
CeCe and deeply appreciate the hours you spend on behalf of GERL and the horses.
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Renewals due for April 2014
Judy Berringer
Rebecca Bouras
Ken & Sharyn Canady
Amie Close
Jacqueline Conort
Deborah Dickinson
Don & Beth Dillard
Peter & Louise DiTomaso
Marian Finco
Mark & Lynn Garrett
Betsy Gilman
Elaine Hargadon
Craig & Kristy Herak
Jeff Hetsko & Family
Stella Hoyak & Family
Al Chambless &
- Evelyn Ikner
Erin Jones

Renewals due for May 2014
Nancy Atkinson
Natalie Baddour
Carl Berman
Jillian Chamberlain
Ron & Adriane Cook
Paul Frevele, Jr. & Family
April Heiderich & Family
Jennifer Johnson
Geri Kono
John Lynn

LaVon Kern
Bob Long
Steve & Ann McCloskey
Richard Naylor & Louise
Nelson
Beulah Newton
Eddy O'Hern
Layne Oldfield
Michael & Patricia Petelle
Elizabeth Porter
Debbie Powell & Family
Sarah Schelkoph
Robyn Smith
Jim & Sherry Strickland
Don & Tina Vollrath
Brenda Vostreys & Family
Valerie Warburton
Krista Wright

Joan McGinley
Mary Jane McNeill & Family
Donna Pieper &
…….Keith Fleming
Melissa Spatz-Schwartz
Nancy Tyndal
Rita Uglenbrock & Family
Laura Williams
Tommy & Ruth Wilson

Renewals due for June 2014
Amy Aronson-Friedman
Barbara Bendzunas
Laurie Chaisson
Erica Gilmer
Angie Hubbard
Ryann McCrory

Mike & Tracie Merson
Mary Rubins & Family
Nancy Scott
Joanne Symmes
Jessica Wheeler
Donna Williams

Renewals due for April 2014
Sherry Massey
Wendy Angel
Susan Mahoney
Paul & Susan Carlson
Lisa Clark
Peggy Paris
Lisa Casey
Suzanne Cottongim
Kel-Mac Saddle Club
Sydney Lee
Kristine Pinto
Kathleen Oldford
Tammy Peaarson
Elizabeth Jacobs
Melody Jackson
Lori Bell
Michelle Futral
Joni Zeccola
Christina Shirley
Rita Bandt
Sally Guthrie
Dennis Howie
Valerie Warburton
Susan Mead
A.D. Anderson
Donna Harrison
Top Hat Dressage
Linda Kundell

Larry & Betty Altman
Diane Kirby and Family
Hugh & Frances Palmer
Nancy Fitzgibbons
Vanessa Vidal
Joseph & Judean Drescher
Judy McCrory
Susan Hansen
Jane Harmon
Judy McCrory
Susan Hansen
Meghan Cameron
Jody Kitchen
Julia Lynn Pignolet
Moira McCracken
Pamela Wright
Cynthia Fuguet Mare
Sarah Pallas
Carol Moore
Rita Benfield
Christopher Gregory
Peachstate Arabian Horse
Association
Sandra Freeman
Bob Cooper
Tina Marshall
Erin Murphy
Kenneth & Brenda Owens

Loyal supporters, Carol Royer and John Lynn

Thank you for donating to the
“Feed a Horse” Program
Carol Royer
Erik Wittenzellner
Bob Cooper
John Lynn
Nancy Tyndal
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In Memory of:
GERL Stallions to
Gelding Program.

Houston by Marian Finco
Ree Hilley Masters by Tracy Masters
Wilma O’Brien by Deborah Herbert
Chance by Kelly W oodham
Gerald David Longe
by D.J. McPherson and Bud Wilfore
Marcelle by Gina Lance
Ron Williams by Dea W illiams
Alan Dobrowolski by Paulette Dobrowolski
Donation to Quickstep in memory of Sylvia
Mooney by Jackie Mooney

Stallions Gelded
To Date By
GERL: 474

Thank you for your donations
Sherry Massey
Wendy Angel
Susan Mahoney
Paul & Susan Carlson
Lisa Clark
Peggy Paris
Lisa Casey
Suzanne Cottongim
Kel-Mac Saddle Club
Sydney Lee
Kristine Pinto
Kathleen Oldford
Tammy Peaarson
Elizabeth Jacobs
Melody Jackson
Lori Bell
Michelle Futral
Joni Zeccola
Christina Shirley
Rita Bandt
Sally Guthrie
Dennis Howie
Valerie Warburton
Susan Mead
A.D. Anderson
Donna Harrison
Top Hat Dressage
Linda Kundell
Larry & Betty Altman
Diane Kirby and Family

Here is a picture of my beautiful Jackson.
Thx for allowing me to adopt him. I enjoy
him so much.
Rose Dormio

With Your Help…We Will Make A Difference!
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Hugh & Frances Palmer
Nancy Fitzgibbons
Vanessa Vidal
Joseph & Judean Drescher
Judy McCrory
Susan Hansen
Jane Harmon
Judy McCrory
Susan Hansen
Meghan Cameron
Jody Kitchen
Julia Lynn Pignolet
Moira McCracken
Pamela Wright
Cynthia Fuguet Mare
Sarah Pallas
Carol Moore
Rita Benfield
Christopher Gregory
Peachstate Arabian Horse
Association
Sandra Freeman
Bob Cooper
Tina Marshall
Erin Murphy
Kenneth & Brenda Owens
Heard County Saddle Club
Girl Scouts of Greater Atlanta, Inc., Troop 12480
Bonnie Lavoie

BUSINESS CARDS ADS

REACH THOUSANDS OF POTENTIAL CUSTOMERS!
ADVERTIZE YOUR BUSINESS HERE!
Coverage in quarterly Newsletter, year round
exposure on our website!

Yearly Ad Rates:
Business Card Ad: $75.00
1/4 Page: $125.00
1/3 Page: $150.00
1/2 Page: $175.00
Full Page $300.00

Contact:
Lynne Yates
lynne@gerlltd.org
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Georgia Equine Rescue League
PO Box 328
Bethlehem, GA 30620
(770) 464-0138
www.gerlltd.org
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Membership Application
“As a convenience you can renew your membership on our website using PayPal @ http://www.gerlltd.org”
New Member: __________

Renewal: __________

Date:__________________

Name: ____________________________________________________________________________
Address: __________________________________________________________________________

City / State / Zip: ___________________________________________________________________
County: ________________________________
Phone (home#): _______________________________ (cell#): ______________________________
E-mail Address: ___________________________________________ Referred by: _____________
_______ I am a horse owner
_______ Although I do not own a horse, I would like to support the GERL
_______ I am interested in becoming a GERL Foster Home
_______ I am interested in becoming a GERL fundraising event volunteer
Annual membership dues are:
$35.00 Family _______ $25.00 Single ________ $15.00 Junior (12 & under)_______ Age: _______
$50.00 Club, Organization or Business________ $1000.00 Lifetime ________
Misc. Donation: _____________
In Honor of___________________________ for the amount of $ __________________
In Memory of _________________________ for the amount of $ __________________

Make check payable to: GERL
Mail to: GERL - P.O. Box 328 - Bethlehem, GA 30620
Certified 501(c)3 with
the State of Georgia

With Your Help … We Will Make A Difference!
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