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  Everyone at GERL is thrilled with the results of the 

2015 Rescue Challenge.  I am honored to have been 

asked to write about the highlights of the event as a 

remembrance for those who attended and as in-

formation for those who did not.   
 
   This important event is produced for several 

very good reasons.  It allows for a number of 

rescue horses from the GERL Foster 

Program and from 

the GDA Eq-

uine Impound 

Program to re-

ceive profes-

sional training 

for a period of 4 

full months.  

That is, at the 

very least, a $2000 value.  The horses in-

volved were legally seized or surrendered by 

various owners who, in addition to starving or 

otherwise mistreating them, either could not af-

ford or were unwilling to provide such training.  

We at GERL are well aware that untrained hors-

es are very difficult to place into new and caring 

homes. 
   As for the Georgia horse trainers who willing-

ly step up to donate their time and expertise to 

ensure that these horses have a good future, 

they do it only for the love of horses and to 

receive a bit of name recognition in the 

small community of Georgia horse 

trainers.  There are monetary awards 

for those who place high in the com-

petition but not nearly enough to 

compensate them for four months 

of hard work with these horses 

during the hottest and most hu-

mid part of the Georgia summer.  

Simply put, they are just GOOD 

people who love horses and 

want to help. 
 

   This year, there were six trainers working 
with six rescue horses.  Each horse was ex-
pertly handicapped by Stacy McCoy before 
the horses went to the trainers.  She worked 
from a list of pertinent qualities which were 
either demonstrated or failed to be demon-
strated as she examined each horse.  This list 
was designed to determine the temperament 
and previous training level of each horse to 
ensure that the competition was as fair as 
possible for each trainer. 
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   After the long months of teaching and hard work, the 
trainers all gathered on September 26th. at the UGA 
Livestock Instructional Arena near Athens, GA. so that 
the trainer who had accomplished the most toward in-
suring that their rescue horse would be placed into a 
permanent and loving home, could be determined. The 
horses, trainers, and their equipment were spit shined 
and the excitement began to build. 
 
   After an exciting and moving opening ceremony 
which included a performance by The Central Georgia 
Mounted Color Guard and remarks by Patty Livingston, 
GERL President, and Matt Thompson, GDA Equine 
Director, each trainer took the microphone and told a bit 
about their personal experience during the training of 
their rescue horse.  That added great interest to the pro-
gram as the audience began to pick a favorite for which 
to cheer. 
 
   Each trainer performed with their horse for the judges 
and audience three different times during the day.  They 
completed an obstacle course with their horse “in hand”, 
another very difficult obstacle course performed astride, 
and then an individual “free style” routine in the saddle 
which they designed and performed to music which they 
chose.   
 
   Laurie Wilson riding her talented mule, Toby, was our 
mistress of ceremonies again this year and also the de-
signer of both of the ‘diabolical’ obstacle courses.  Our 
volunteer “ring crew” did an outstanding job of quickly 
constructing the obstacle courses and placing necessary 
props all day.  
 
   Our honored judges this year were Ed Dabney 
(renowned Georgia horse trainer and clinician who also 
judged last year’s Challenge), JoAnn McBride (who 

won the Challenge last year on the young dun mare, 
Faye Dunnaway and is an excellent trainer, rider, and 
teacher), and last but not least, Betsy Moles (who is 
very successfully involved with Mustang Makeover 
competitions, teaches riding and trains horses for the 
public). 
 

   During the competition, there was lots of activity go-
ing on all over the facility.  Both silent and live auction 
items were displayed and constantly being viewed by 
prospective bidders.  Many, many GERL volunteers 
were busy cleaning up, checking in ticket holders, sell-
ing GERL merchandise, shoveling horse poop and 
sweeping in the stable area, assisting and directing visi-
tors, and selling programs.  
 
   There were near thirty vendors who presented mer-
chandise of interest to those who are interested in horses 
and their care.  At times, it was difficult to walk through 
the crowded isles of the vendor area. 

 

 

...Rescue Challenge Continued on page 7 

Rescue Challenge Continued from page 1 

Jugdes Joann McBride,  Ed Dabney, Betsy Moles 

Redman and Jordan Faulconer 

Peaches and Elaina 
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GERL Area Coordinators List 

 
John Absalon - Bartow, Floyd, Gordon,  
Cherokee, Paulding.  
(770) 546-9672  /  sanstet@bellsouth.net 
Cynthia Anderson - Baldwin & Putnam 
(770) 713-9887  /  gomaisfat@yahoo.com 
Amy Aronson-Friedman - Lowndes 
(229) 834-2455 / aaronson@valdosta.edu 
Rita Benfield - Douglas, Haralson, Carroll 
(770) 330-0877 / rita.benfield@yahoo.com 
Susie Bond - Newton, Morgan & Greene 
(770) 464-4353  /  gerlsusie@att.net 
Cynthia Brayton - Rockdale & Henry 
(678) 490-6266 /  leaper12@hotmail.com 
CeCe Calli  -  Hart, Franklin and Elbert  
(706) 376-2410 / LCEStables@aol.com 
Dotti & Jack Carter - Towns 
(706) 896-4997  /  (706) 835-5677 
frogleap@windstream.net 
Marion Cobb - Forsyth 
(404) 625-0346  /  marioncobbjr@comcast.net 
Shalee Cooper - Grady and Decatur Counties 
229-221-7397  /  painthorses3@gmail.com  
Charles & Linda DeVane—Brooks, Thomas & 

Cook(229) 263-7714 / (229) 560-0844 
Christy Graw -  Wayne County 
(912) 271-8640 /  christy.graw@yahoo.com 
Joan Hall—Cobb, Dekalb, Gwinnett, N. Fulton. 
(256) 975-7865 / georgiahorsebackrider@gmail.com 
Heatherlee Hammonds—Monroe, Bibb, Crawford 
(478) 952-5942 / mysticalhorses@yahoo.com 
Debora Hines -Thomas, Colquitt and Mitchell  
(229) 403-9386 / equineharmony@rocketmail.com 
Tanya Kingsley—Jasper, Butts, Monroe,  
Jones & Putnam 
(706) 468-0794 / twkings@gmail.com 
Linda Kundell - Oconee, Morgan, Oglethorpe, 

Athens & Clark 
(706) 769-6395 / kundell@bellsouth.net  
Maria Land—Walton 
(770) 207-0280 / marialand01@comcast.net  
Bob & Judy McCrory  -  Harris, Meriwether, 

Marion, Chattahoochee, Talbot,  
Troup & Muscogee 

(706) 582-3268  /  ridgeway12@aol.com 
Marla Morris - Lamar, Upson & Pike 
(404) 692-9196  /  georgiashebear@yahoo.com 
Eddy O'Hern - Houston, Bibb & Peach 
(478) 328-8308  /  (478) 397-1135 
edohern@bellsouth.net 
Lee Rast  - Dade, Walker, Catoosa, Chattooga, 

Floyd, Gordon and Bartow 
(404) 964-5665 / rastla@aol.com 
Annette Raybon - Paulding , Cobb, Bartow 
(770) 445-8655 / raybonta@bellsouth.net 
Nicki Thigpen - Warren, McDuffie & Columbia 
(706) 755-4375  /  daydreamfarmga@yahoo.com 
Linda Tucker - Jackson & Barrow 
(678) 770-7704  /  lindahoschton@aol.com 
Jessica Wheeler  -  Berrien, Lanier & Cook 
(229) 237-0655 / jdwheeler09@gmail.com 
Debbie Whitworth - Elbert & Hart 
(404) 805-4409 / rlw73dpw@gmail.com 
Michelle Williams - Spalding 
(404) 290-8115  /  michelle@kuntrylivin.com 
Rose Williams—Barrow, Gwinnett, Morgan, 

Oconee. (770) 267-8683 
Sue Wrensen - Cherokee 
(770) 331-6947 / swrensen@comcast.net 
Lynne Robinson—Cobb, Paulding, Bartow, Chero-

kee, Douglas and Fulton    
(404) 435-5746  / lynne@gerlltd.org  
Ray Ziebell—Dawson & Pickens 
(770) 354-0293 / razfences@msn.com 

 

 
Area Coordinator Director, South GA. 

Eddy O’Hern 
(478) 328-8308  /  (478) 397-1135 

edohern@bellsouth.net 
 

Area Coordinator Director, North GA. 
Lynne Robinson 

(404) 435-5746 / lynne@gerlltd.org 
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November 7th 

Andee DeMoss Rogers Memorial Poker Ride 
Dawson Forest, Dawsonville, GA  

 
November 14th  

GERL Stallion to Gelding Castration Day 
 

December 12th  
GERL Christmas Party, Bethlehem, GA 

  

2015 GERL Calendar of Events  -  Mark Your Calendars Now! 

Mark your calendars so that you don’t 
miss any of these wonderful events that 
will benefit GERL.  It’s a guaranteed 
great time, a benefit for a wonderful 
cause and a way to see old friends and 
meet  new friends! 

 
Visit our website to download flyers and  

directions to some of these events. 

(Please submit your recipe to: recipes@gerlltd.org) 

� 3 egg whites 

� 1 cup granulated sugar 

� 1 teaspoon baking powder 

� 1 teaspoon vanilla 

� 20 crumbled butter crackers (Ritz) 

� 3/4 cup chopped pecans 

� Topping: 1 (8-ounce) container whipping          

cream (Real) & 3 tablespoons sugar 

Ritz Cracker Pie 

Preheat the oven to 350°. In a medium-size mixing bowl beat the egg whites until stiff. With a spoon 
fold in the sugar and baking powder. Add the vanilla, crackers, and pecans. Stir until all the ingredients 
are moistened. Pour into a 9-inch pie pan. Bake at 350° for 25 minutes. Set aside to cool. In a small 
mixing bowl beat the whipping cream and as it thickens add 2 to 3 tablespoons sugar until the cream 
reaches the desired consistency. Pour the whipped cream on top of the cooled pie.  
YIELD: 8 SERVINGS. 
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  With the GERL Rescue 
Challenge less than a week 
behind us, feedback has start-
ed to filter in.  So far, the 
consensus reflects that every-
body enjoyed the show and 
patronized our vendors to the 
point that they all had a good 
time, too.  All very nice 
words to hear, after so much 
work and planning.  Nothing 
you can do about a polar vor-
tex (weather system we had 
last year), except change the 
date and that’s exactly what 

we did.  Seems it was a good decision.  Despite the 
rain, I don’t think anyone got cold. 
 
   It makes me very proud to be associated with 
such a fine group of people who worked like dogs 
to make this event possible.  I know I say it all of 
the time, but it really is a dream-come-true for me.  
I envisioned this event and its growth over four 
years ago and seeing it actually come to life is very 
gratifying.  This event will open doors to places 
GERL has never been.  Of course, our horse prob-
lems today are where they’ve never been, so I 
guess that warrants some door-opening.   
 
   And, let me say this about that…. four of the six 
horses have already found “forever homes”.  How 
about that!?  That’s how we know that this event is 
the right answer for turning around an otherwise 
negative situation.  Prior to this event, these six 
horses didn’t have enough education to make them 
desirable.  One hundred and twenty days later, peo-
ple are lined up to adopt them.  What a great thing 
that these six trainers stepped up to help by giving 
of themselves and their time.  They are my heroes! 
 
   With that said, I want to take another opportunity 
to thank all of the trainers and judges who partici-
pated; some for the second year in a row.  Without 
them, none of this would be possible.  I’m sure you 

noticed if you were there, it takes a small army to 
host an event like this and of course, without our 
volunteers, we would certainly be in a pickle!  
They are our “life-blood” and as any fund-raising 
organization can attest, are as precious as gem-
stones.   Having a leader is as important as having 
volunteers, and Tamma Trump is the BEST!  She 
is calm when everybody is panicked; she is level-
headed and excellent with people.  I think she is the 
perfect fit for the role and does an outstanding job.  
I could go on and on about each one of our com-
mittee members and the importance of their contri-
bution, but I’d run out of room.  So, I’ll just say 
that they are all great at what they do and we 
couldn’t pull this off without them!  They know 
who they are.  
 
   My dreams for this event are BIG!  In the future, 
I envision offering a total purse of $10K to be split 
among the top three trainers.  I also envision a nice 
grant to help with expenses, more vendors and me-
dia coverage.  We are already a “sold out” crowd, 
but perhaps we’ll move to another venue in the fu-
ture that will host more than 400 people.  Despite 
that, the UGA Livestock Arena has every amenity 
that anyone could ask for and it seems to be a great 
location.  Of course, we’ve got a whole committee 
of folks who will weigh in on this before a decision 
is made.   
 
   For now, we can sit back and relax a little bit.  A 

very little bit, actually.  We’ve already started plan-

ning for out next event: The 20th Annual Poker/

Andee Rogers Memorial Ride at Dawson Forest, 

which is scheduled for November 7th.  There’s no 

rest for this crew!  Come join us! 

LET ME SAY THIS … ABOUT THAT 
By  Patty Livingston, President 
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Dear Georgia Equine Rescue League,  
 
  As a thank you for the amazing work you do with rescue horses, clip coupon for free 
bag(s) of Purina® horse feed. You have the choice of redeeming them for any combi-
nation of Purina® Strategy® GX, Strategy® Healthy Edge® or Equine Senior® horse 
feeds. Please consider sharing your shelter stories with us by sending a brief write up 
along with photos of  special horses. 

With Your Help… 
We Will Make  
A Difference! 

 

SPONSORS 
Amicalola Veterinary Services LLC - Dr. 
Ava Talmage 
BeechBrook Equine Rescue 
Community Partners Realty - Sue Vetsch 
Chattahoochee Trail Horse Association  
Edward Jones Investments 
Emily Green 
Equine Laser Therapy - Patty Rosene 
Flintlock Farm—Linda Kundell 
Franci Ware Wayland 
Ginn Chevrolet  
Godfreys Feed 
Hope Fettler 
Horse Trailer Supply 
Horses Just Wanna Have Fun 
Jane Estes 
Jeanne Barsanti 
KelMac Saddle Club 
Lakota Creek Equine Services  
 - Tamma Trump 
Lori Williamson 
M & H Custom Framing and Art - 
 Gallery / Karen Lentz Owner 
Moon Shadow Farm 
Painted Acres 
Sally Rogers 
Sandy Smolinski 
Sue Ware 
The Sparkle Queen  
TLAERT 
Tucker Milling 
Watkinsville Service Center 
William T. Berry 

DONORS 
Alice in Waterland 
Amy Cox 
Anne Ensminger 
Betty Evenson 
Brian Kent and Deborah L. Finco
-Kent  
Chattachoochee Trail Horse  
 -Association 
Diane Hooner 
Dorinda and Thor Hennings 
Dover Saddelery 
Dr. Jan Smith 
Dr. Rebecca Gimenez 
Edward Jones Investments 
Elaina Schmersey 
Godfey's Feed 
Horses Just Wanna Have Fun 
Jane Gilbertson 
John Lyons 
Jordan Faulconer 
Joyce Lewis 
Karen Harper - Pony Factory 
Sock Pony 
Karen Lentz 
K-Island  
Laura Nix 
Lynne Robinson 
Marian Finco 
Mariposa SilVert Art - Leslie 
 Gassman 
Marnie Carnes 
Northeast Ga Health System—
 Urgent Care 
Nancy Faulconer 
Pat Dean 
Ray Ziebell 
Ronnie Pesserio 
Shannon Spear 
Sue Vetsch 
The Sparkle Queen 
Tractor Supply -  
 - Milledgeville, GA 
Tucker Milling 
Walton County Girls Night Out 
Wild Horse Tack & Feed - Kylie 
Small 

VENDORS 
Algin Reality 
Amicaloal Veterinary Services LLC 
Cavalor 
Chattachoochee Trail Horse Association 
Classy Southern Charms 
Clear Water Trough 
Cloud 9 Ranch 
Community Partners Reality 
Ed Dabney 
Equine Laser Therapy 
Equine Remedy 
Founcy Mount Farm 
Georgia Department of Agriculture 
Ginn Chevrolet 
High County Stables 
Horse Trailer Supply 
Jane P. Harmon 
Jill Monroe Photography 
Kaleidoscope Window 
KelMac Saddle Club 
Maripose Silver Art 
Monroe County FFA 
Motivated Materials 
Natural Horse Solutions 
Safe Horse Training 
Sun Valley Arabians 
Susan Akins Leather Repair  
Technical Large  
  - Animal Emergency Rescue 
Wood Chic Designs 
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   When the lunch break arrived, we were very thankful for 
the Morgan County FFA members who prepared and sold 
hot dogs, hamburgers, chips, and cold drinks.  We origi-
nally had two committed food vendors but one failed to 
show up with no advance notice.  The Morgan County 
young folks took on the extra burden without complaint.  
We were also able to order and provide pizza at the last 
minute so that there were no participants or audience 
members who were hungry during the last part of the 
show. 
 
   After the lunch break, we held our live auction.  There 
were many desirable items offered and sold by our faithful 
and longtime auctioneer, Mickey Farmer.  Mickey was, as 
always, most entertaining as he pulled such pranks as la-
beling his good buddy, Thomas Threat, a “closet cross 
dresser” when he won bids on several ladies purses and 
pieces of jewelry!  Of course, the items were bought for 
Thomas’ daughters but he was a good sport about being 
the brunt of Mickey’s fun.   
 
   After the thrilling “free style” demonstrations, points 
were quickly calculated, winners were announced and the 

awards presented.  Elaina Schmersey and “Peaches” won 
first place.  Elaina was presented a check for $2000, a 
beautiful silver belt buckle, an engraved commemorative 
placard, and a complete course in Technical Large Animal 
Emergency Rescue.  The second place winner was Joyce 
Lewis on “Ethel”.  Joyce brought a huge entourage dubbed 
“Team Ethel” to the competition.  They had a great time 
all day. Joyce received a check for $500, an engraved com-
memorative placard, and a TLAER Course.  Jordan 
Faulconer working with “Red Man” (a freeze branded 
American Mustang) won third place and received a check 
for $250, an engraved placard, and an autographed copy of 
Dr. Rebecca Gimenez’ hardcover TLAER handbook.  The 
remaining three trainers received nothing but the joy of 
helping a horse needing exactly what it received from 
these good folks.   
 
   The event repre-
sented a full year of 
meetings, planning, 
acquiring needed 
supplies, soliciting 
auction items, and 
many other time and 
energy consuming 
activities.  The same 
joy experienced by 
every one of the par-
ticipating trainers 
was felt by everyone 
associated with the 
2015 GERL Rescue 
Challenge.  That was 
the total reward for 
all involved and I 
personally, felt it was 
more than adequate.   
 
   GERL is proud to announce that all of our efforts pro-
duced a total profit of approximately $15,000 for Geor-
gia’s horses in need.  It is fairly certain that four of the six 
horses involved, have already been placed into much better 
homes than would have ever been thought possible.  That 
was accomplished 100% because of the training they re-
ceived in preparation for this competition.  We have no 
doubt that the remaining two horses will be as fortunate. 
 
   GERL will immediately start planning for Rescue Chal-
lenge 2016!  If you have not been fortunate enough to at-
tend one or both of our first two Challenges, please watch 
for tickets to go on sale for the next one.  There are only 
400 seats in the present venue and they are historically 
sold very quickly.  Don’t miss out!   

 

...Rescue Challenge Continued from page 2 

3rd  winner was Jordan Faulconer 

Wizard and Trey Anderson  

Falcon and Nancy Faulconer 
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Above: Jordon Faulconer, Kiley Small, Nancy Faulconer, Joyce Lewis, Trey  
Anderson and our 2015 Winner Elaina Schmersey 

Below & Right: Elaina & Peaches during “Freestyle” 
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GDA Booth: Jessie Murray, Mat Thompson 
 and Morgan Floyd  

Volunteers: Marian Finco, Valerie Puryear,  
Anne Ensminger & Susie Bond 

Meet and Greet Friday night:  BBQ dinner  for the trainers, 
judges and sponsors of the Challenge.  

Above: Auction Set Up: Pat Dean, Marge Mabey  
& Sue Wrensen  
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For adoption fees and additional information, please 
contact CeCe Calli, Adoption Coordinator. 

(706) 376-2410  /  adopt@gerlltd.org 

Peaches  is a 3 year  old, 13.2 Roan 

filly. She recently participated in the 

GERL Rescue Challenge event and won 

first place with Elaina Schmersey as her 

trainer.  She is a beautiful mover.   

Peaches requires an experienced, confi-

dent rider. 

Johnny Reb is a 3 year  old, 15hh, 
beautiful black gelding with chrome. 
He recently competed in the GERL 
Rescue Challenge, after completing  
120 days of training with Kylie Small.  
Johnny Reb is quite the “looker”. 
He requires an experienced rider.  

Ethyl is a 3 year  old beautiful little 

Pinto mare.  Ethyl was trained by Joyce 

Lewis and came in  2nd in the Rescue 

Challenge event.  She has been exposed 

to de-spooking, trailering and eventing 

during her 120 days in training.  She 

requires an experienced and patient 

partner.  Her ground work is great. 

Please visit our website 

for the most up to date  

list of adoptable horses. 
www.gerlltd.org 

Patriot is a 12 year  old beau-
tiful paint.  He is currently a 
stallion, but will be gelded 
soon.  He is 14.1 hh and 
likes people.  We believe that 
Patriot  as been ridden before, 
but his riding skills have not 
yet been assessed.  

China Doll is a 10 year  old Grade 
mare.  She was trained by Danielle Per-
ry for our GERL Rescue Challenge.  
China has a lovely walk, trot and canter.  
She has a very level head and will try 
hard to complete the task 

Ransom is a 20ish Sor rel Grade geld-
ing.  What a sweet boy he is and smart.  
We were told that this boy is awesome 
under saddle.  He really needs some 
good groceries and a bit of toning up.  
He gets along very well with other hors-
es. This is one special boy. 
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   Georgia Equine Rescue League will host the 5th Annual Stallion To Gelding Day on November 14, 2015. 
 
   As many of you are aware GERL created the Stallion to Gelding Day in 2011 as part of “Georgia’s Get Well 
Plan".  At that time, GERL invited equine practitioners throughout the state to participate in Stallion To Gelding Day 
by hosting a low cost castration clinic in their area.  Thanks to the veterinarians that signed up, 98 stallions were cas-
trated the first year and during the 4 years that the program has been in operation, over 600 stallions have been  geld-
ed.  
 
   A little known fact is that GERL pays 100 percent of the cost of gelding all stallions that are impounded by the Ga. 
Dept. Of Agriculture, law enforcement officials and animal control officers. 
 
   This year 10-12 equine practitioner’s will, once again, be joining GERL to host state-wide gelding clinics for only 
$100.00 per horse. GERL will pay $50.00 and the owner will pay the remaining $50.00. 
 
  Check the GERL website in October for a list of participating veterinarians and where the clinics will be held.  
www.gerlltd.org. 
 
For more information you may email me at  
mhfinco@aol.com.  
Marian Finco 
Stallion to Gelding Coordinator 

GERL Stallion to Gelding Day 2015 

IT IS TIME TO RE-ENROLL IN THE KROGER PLUS PROGRAM! 
 
During the first 9 months of 2015, The Georgia Equine Rescue League has received $486.92 from the Kroger Plus 
Program.  Many people may not be aware that you must re-enroll in your chosen charity each year. Your selection 
ended at the end of September and you must select your charity again.   Please go to http://
www.krogercommunityrewards.com to enroll or re-enroll GERL as your chosen charity.  If you have not chosen 
GERL as your charity in the past, please consider supporting GERL through this program.  The Kroger Community 
Rewards Program is an easy way for you to support GERL. All you have to do is go to http://
www.krogercommunityrewards.com and link your Kroger Plus card to Georgia Equine Rescue League.  This does 
not affect the shopping rewards that you receive through the program. 
 
PLEASE CONSIDER SUPPORTING GERL THROUGH THE AMAZON SMILES PROGRAM. 
 
The Amazon Smiles program is a new awards program that we rolled out toward the end of 2014.  So far this year, 
we have received $ 152 from this program.  If you shop on Amazon through their Amazon Smiles program, 0.5% of 
your purchase is donated to GERL.  In order to support GERL through the Amazon Smiles program, all you have to 
do is go to https://smile.amazon.com/ch/58-2080606 and choose Georgia Equine Rescue League as your charity.     
 
 
You can find links to both of these programs on the GERL website at http://www.gerlltd.org.  Our thanks go out to 

all of you who have chosen to support GERL through these programs. 

Update on GERL’s Kroger Plus Community Rewards 
Program and Amazon Smiles 
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W h o ’ s  W h o  
Georgia Equine Rescue League, Ltd. 

Board Members 
Patty Livingston  - President 

(770) 867-0760  /  gerlpatty@yahoo.com 
Eddy O’Hern - Vice President 

(478) 328-8308 / edohern@bellsouth.net 
Lynne Robinson - Treasurer 

(404) 435-5746  /  lynne@gerlltd.org 
Anne Ensminger - Secretary 

(770) 464-3348 / missanne612@bellsouth.net 
Tamma Trump  - Alternate 

(770) 655-0819  /  mswhinney@juno.com  
 
 

Adoption & Foster Coordinator - CeCe Calli 
(706) 371-5804  /  foster@gerlltd.org 

Volunteer Coordinator—Kim Trahan 
gerlvolunteers@gerlltd.org  

Auction Coordinator - Sue Wrensen 
(770) 331-6947 / swrensen@comcast.net  

Stallion-Gelding Coordinator 
Marian Finco 

(706) 340-4368 / mhfinco@aol.com 
Public Relations Coordinator - Bob Long 
(678) 409-8893  /  housek9@windstream.net 

Event Coordinator  
Jaye Herrington /  jaye@gerlltd.org 

Facebook Coordinator  
Cynthia Anderson / gomaisfat@yahoo.com 

Rebecca Geminez / delphiacres@hotmail.com 
Grant Writer - Donna Harrison 

Rescue Challenge Coordinator - Tamma Trump 
(770) 655-0819  /  mswhinney@juno.com  

Merchandise Coordinator - Linda Kundell 
(706) 769-6395 / kundell@bellsouth.net  

Education Coordinator  -  Sue Vetsch  
(678) 410-8793 / suevetsch@gmail.com 

Flea Market Coordinator – LaVon Kern 
l.kern@att.net 

GERL Chaplain  -  George Lilley 
(478) 320-5625 / nightstars@cox.net  

Website / Newsletter Layout - Steve DeMoss 
(678) 427-5771  /  steve@gerlltd.org 

 
GERL Advisory Board 

Billy Myers, DVM  
Rhonda Veit, DVM    

 
 

To report a case  of equine abuse, call the Georgia 

Department of Agriculture’s Equine Division 
Monday - Friday  /  8:30 am - 4:30 pm 

(404) 656-3713 or (800) 282-5852 
If you would like GERL to assist with an 

Equine Abuse case call (770) 464-0138 

Interested in becoming an 
Area Coordinator? 

 
Area Coordinator Director, South GA. 

Eddy O’Hern 
(478) 328-8308  /  (478) 397-1135 

edohern@bellsouth.net 
 

Area Coordinator Director, North GA. 
Lynne Robinson 

(404) 435-5746 / lynne@gerlltd.org 

We made a 6 minute video of the Rescue Challenge, starting with last year’s pictures and 
going through the current event, up to the actual competition.  There’s upbeat back-
ground music that will make your heart beat a little faster. The video was played at the 
“Meet and Greet” for the trainers on Friday night and also the next day before the com-
petition began.  We think that it is a nice addition to our event. View the video on our 
website: http://www.gerlltd.org/rescuechallenge.html.    
We hope you enjoy it! 

GERL Rescue Challenge Video 
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Starved and neglected horses impounded by the Georgia Department of Agriculture 
need your help!   Donations will be applied directly towards feed and hay for im-
pounded horses.  Currently, the cost for rehabilitating a horse is approximately $150 
per month, per horse. 
 
Make your TAX DEDUCTIBLE donation through the Georgia Equine Rescue League, 
Ltd. “Feed a Horse” program.  We need your help so that these horses can live. 
 
Get involved!  Ask your friends, family, co-workers and others to help raise money to 
feed the horses! 

I would like to make a donation of: 
□  $150.00 per month for 4 months to rehabilitate one horse. 

□ $600.00 one time donation to rehabilitate one horse. 

□ $____________ per month to help rehabilitate the horses. 

□ $____________ any donation is gladly accepted! 
 

Name: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________ City:_____________ State:____ Zip:_________ 

Telephone #: _____________________  Email:  ________________________________ 

THANK YOU! 
Make check payable to:  
GERL 
Mail to: P.O. Box 328 
Bethlehem, GA  30620 

“Feed a Horse” 
Program 

Before After 

www.gerlltd.org 

Your donation is 

tax deductible! 

Feed A Horse Program 

 

Georgia Equine Rescue League 
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We Need Your Help!  
Auction Items are Needed. 

 
 
We have upcoming events that include auctions. We 
need you to help by donating auction items.  These 
items can include new or used tack, home décor 
items, gift certificates, etc.   Remember… our auc-
tions are only as successful as the items that we have 
to offer. 
 

 
Thank You In Advance For Your Support! If you 

have items to donate or 
have additional questions please contact: 

Sue Wrensen  /  (770) 331-6947  
swrensen@comcast.net 

Please Help! 
GERL receives money 

for the following ... 
 

Please save Proof Of Purchase 
seals from bags of these  
Southern States feeds …  

Legends, Triple Crown & Reliance 
 

and send them to: 
Ginny Scarritt 

4835 Kendall Court * Atlanta, GA  30342 

   GERL wishes to extend our most sincere gratitude to 
Jill Monroe and her husband for spending all day on 
Saturday, September 26th. taking hundreds of wonderful 
photographs of our 2015 Rescue Challenge horses, 
trainers, judges, and many candid shots of the day’s ac-
tivities.  Many of them are distributed throughout this 
newsletter.  We will enjoy using her pictures for our 
memory book, our newsletter and publicity for next 
year’s Rescue Challenge.  Her Rescue Challenge photo 
graphs can be viewed at:  
http://jill2285.exposuremanager.com/g/

gerl_rescue_challenge_september_26_2015 
   Jill is an excellent photographer for any type of event.  
To engage her services, please contact her at 
jill2285@comcast.net.  Thank you, Jill!  You did a 
GREAT job! 

Jill Monroe Photography  I love my  
Seminole Alfalfa 

cubes! 
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   Having just completed a weekend filled with 
“above and beyond the call of duty” volunteerism, 
we at GERL are faced with choosing only one per-
son to single out as our volunteer of the quarter.  We 
chose Dr. Rebecca Gimenez, not just for her hard 
work during our 2015 Rescue Challenge, but for her 
ongoing support of this organization in every aspect 
of our mission. 
 
   Rebecca has been involved with helping large ani-
mals (primarily horses) for many years as co-
developer and primary instructor for the world fa-
mous, “Technical Large Animal Emergency Res-
cue” courses.   
 
   Her involvement with GERL spans many years 
but over the past two or three years, it seems that Dr. 
Gimenez has developed a deeper interest in our mis-
sion and has demonstrated her approval of our work 
in many ways.  She has used her resources and ex-
pertise to physically rescue several horses and one 
wild donkey (that is a story in itself!), foster, reha-
bilitate, and train them, and then demonstrated to 
GERL, the value of social media to find them won-
derful homes enthusiastically approved by GERL. 
All proceeds from the adoption of these animals 
came to GERL. 
 
   By the way, Dr. Gimenez, along with her dear 
friend, Cynthia Anderson, has spent countless hours 
working on the GERL Rescue Challenge Facebook 
page over the past few months.  They are deter-
mined (and rightfully so!) to see that GERL be-
comes more informed about, and involved with so-
cial media as a valuable tool to use as part of our 
efforts on behalf of horses in need.  
 
   Rebecca has taken an interest and been a valuable 
presence in GERL’s efforts to educate law enforce-
ment and animal control personnel about Georgia’s 
laws concerning equine protection. Georgia is fortu-
nate to have such laws but those with the responsi-
bility and authority to enforce them, require educa-
tion to effectively enforce the laws and gather evi-
dence which will lead to successful prosecution of 
offenders.   

 
  GERL has just completed our second annual Res-
cue Challenge.  Much concerning the Challenge is 
written elsewhere in this publication. In order for 
this event to be successful, we must have volunteers 
willing to wear many hats.  We must receive donat-
ed auction items which will appeal to our bidders.  
In both of these areas, Dr. Rebecca Gimenez has 
shined.  She solicited and collected a truck load of 
donated items for our auction in addition to the won-
derful items that she, herself donated. She was eve-
rywhere, all day, filling in wherever she was needed.  
During the auction, she was the one who lifted the 
heavy items and carried them around for bidders to 
get a better look. 
 
   When the winners were announced at the 2014 
and 2015 Rescue Challenges, it was Dr. Gimenez 
who donated spots in her next ‘Technical Large Ani-
mal Emergency Rescue” Course to the first and sec-
ond place winners and a copy of her book of the 
same name to the third place winner. 
 
   GERL gratefully acknowledges Dr. Rebecca 
Gimenez for her hard work on our behalf and for her 
ongoing generosity in support of Georgia horses in 
need.   

GERL Volunteer of the Quarter 
By Patty Livingston 
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   Back in July, Miss Anne and I met Dr. Rebecca 
Gimenez and a friend of hers from Australia, Dr. 
Kirrilly Thompson, at the Blue Willow Inn Restaurant 
in Social Circle.  Mat Thompson, Equine Manager with 
the Georgia Dept. of Agriculture, Equine Division, also 
joined us.  Dr. Kirrilly Thompson is currently working 
on a grant from the Australian government to guest edit 
a Special Issue of Animals at ‘Risk’.  She heard about 
the great equine program and partnership that we have 
here in Georgia between GERL and the GDA.  She spe-
cifically requested that we get together during her visit 
and share more of the details.  After lunch she and Dr. 
Gimenez went out to the Mansfield impound for a tour 
of the facility.  She was very impressed with what she 
heard and saw.   
   In fact, so much so that she later suggested that we 
write a paper on something like ‘Reducing the Risk of 
Horse Abuse through Innovative  Prevention, Interven-
tion and Collaboration’ or even 'Reducing the Number 
of Unwanted Horses: A Model Towards Best Practice.  
She also had some ideas for the GDA to write a paper 
on the risk-benefit analysis of prosecuting horse cruelty.  She remarked that it would be a good way for GERL to share what it’s 
doing and why it’s working, with an international audience. 
   We truly appreciated all of the wonderful and exciting feedback and suggestions from Dr. Thompson.  However, we’ve been in 
the eye of the fund-raising storm since our lunch at the Blue Willow, with the Rescue Challenge.  We will be discussing this topic at 
a future Board meeting, but for now we are short on people who can write at the level required to submit a thesis. 

Lunch at the Blue Willow 
By Patty Livingston 

Dr. Rebecca Gimenez, Anne Ensminger, Patty Livingston,  
Mat Thompson and Dr. Kirrilly Thompson at the Blue Willow 

   On July 2nd we received a call on our hotline that a gentleman had a horse in his pasture that 
had been running loose on the road in a remote area down in Middle Georgia.  He had left his 
number and asked that I give him a call.  I dialed the number and spoke to the man who had 
just moved to this area.  He worked and lived on a large piece of property that raised cattle.  
They had horses on the property, too, but this horse was not welcome there by the man who 
actually owned the property.  The “caretaker” of the property was desperate to have the horse 
removed before his boss showed up.  Oh, and by the way, did I mention that the horse was a 
stallion? 
   I got Miss Anne to drive down with me and upon our arrival we found a pretty paint stallion 
that was losing his top line from lack of nutrition.  He seemed very gentle and was easy to han-
dle and amazingly, easy to load.  The caretaker was very happy and waved as we drove away. 
And, that’s how Miss Anne and I spent our 4th of July holiday and how this new horse came to 
wear the name “Patriot”. 
   Now, about the horse.  He’s approximately 12 years old, he is cute as he can be, a little 
pushy, but overall, a good boy.  I keep reminding myself that he will be even better when he is 
gelded, which will be very soon with the cooler temperatures coming.  Patriot is a very pretty 
brown and white paint, 14.1 hh, who loves attention.  He makes me smile every time I go out 
to feed because he always comes running.  Recently, I took him out of the pasture to hand-
graze for a little while and decided to drop the line and leave him in my front yard while I went in the house to get something.  
When I came back out 15 minutes later, he was still grazing in the same area where I left him.  Pretty amazing, considering that I 
have two mares on the other side of the yard that he could easily have run towards.  I’ve put a saddle on him and it is apparent that 
he’s been saddled before.  I’ve not climbed into the saddle to try him out, but I’m pretty sure that he’s been ridden before.  More 

updates on Patriot coming soon! 

Patriot the Paint 
By Patty Livingston 
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Rambo, has chronic eye issues, Cody has soundness issues. They were placed in forever 

This is a story about our successfully placed equine. We on occasion have some horses that cannot be sold and are 

placed in loving forever homes. Whether it be an injury or an elderly equine, we do our best to find a suitable owner 

that is qualified to care and maintain these “no sale’s/placement” horses. We have tremendous help from GERL and 

our volunteers. Below are some pictures of our placed horses.  

 And of course, how could we forget Bullet. He was placed in a forever home. 
We currently have a few good loving horses in need of placement. These horses have been fully vetted and all up to 

date on everything. They now just need a loving home. I have listed below the horses available for placement 
and what their capabilities are. 

Joelene-20 yr. old mare,  
Jolene is rideable. She re-
quires front shoes because 
she is tender footed. She 
could be used by advanced 
beginner riders.  

Sally-7yr old mare. Sally is 
suitable for light riding. You 

can see a video of her at 
https://www.facebook.com/

GDAEquineAuction?
ref=bookmarks Sally has a 

club foot. She is sweet & 
 lovable mare.  

We do have others available. Please if you are interested contact us at 770-787-4603. We need to find these horses new 
homes to make room for horses that are in need of rehabilitation. Thank you. Sincerely, GDA/GERL.  
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  As the treasurer of GERL, I know how important it 
is for everyone to know that GERL is an excellent 
steward of the funds donated to us by our supporters.  
I also know how important it is for us to qualify for 
available grants so that we can continue the very im-
portant work we do for the equine all over the state 
of Georgia.  I can announce with much pride that 
GERL has reached Gold status with Guidestar, an 
organization that gathers information about non-
profit organizations all over the world. 
   Gold status with Guidestar means that we have 
met their requirements for transparency in regards to 
our programs and finances.  It means that we can 
possibly qualify for grants that we have not been 
eligible for in the past.  It means that individuals can 
view our profile on Guidestar and feel sure that, 
when they donate to GERL, they are donating to an 
organization that will use their donation in a respon-
sible and transparent way.   
   You can view our profile on Guidestar at http://
www.guidestar.org.  On the home page, search for 
the Georgia Equine Rescue League.  Click on our 
profile and take a look at the information listed.  If 
you are so inclined, please write a review of GERL 
and let everyone know your thoughts about our great 
organization.   
  I often think that GERL is one of the best kept se-
crets in the Georgia equine community.  I meet indi-
viduals who are involved in the horse community, or 
the equine industry, who have never heard of GERL.  
I wonder how that can be true after being active in 
this state for over 20 years.  I am hopeful that our 
profile on Guidestar will be a step forward in mak-
ing sure that GERL becomes even more well known 
for the wonderful work we do for horses here in 
Georgia. 

GERL IS GUIDESTAR APPROVED 
Written by Lynne Robinson Yates 

   So there I was, sitting at the GERL table at the 
UGA Horse Owner’s Seminar.  This seminar is put 
on every year by the UGA Vet students.  I met some 
that had been to the Stallion to Gelding day last 
year.  These students do a wonderful job with very 
interesting classes all day.  The one that I was inter-
ested in the most was the Large Animal Rescue 
Truck.  I talked to the men that were there and 
learned about the uses for this new truck.   
   I had gotten there about 8:00 am and set the table 
up with shirts and coffee mugs and license plates.  I 
then donated a denim shirt for the raffle that they 
have.  I had so many people come and talk to 
me.  My guess is over 50 and counting.  I sold some 
shirts and discussed what GERL does.  Of course, in 
the afternoon I went to see the Wells Fargo wagon 
and talk to the driver.  About 3:00ish they did the 
raffle drawing.  The little girl that won the shirt was 
thrilled.  Her mother said that that was the prize that 
she wanted.  I’m really glad that she got it. 
   I have gone to this seminar for three years in a 
row.  I really hope (they’ve already said that they 
want me back next year) that the invite comes 
back.  They have always made me feel welcome, 
they feed me a great lunch and they have us on the 
raffle list so that everyone knows that we are 
there.  Life was really good that day. 
 

UGA Horse Owner’s Seminar 
 By Linda Kundell 
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   Fall 2015 has fi-
nally come to Geor-
gia.  I am certain I 
am not alone in wel-
coming the cool, 
sunny, perfect riding 
days brought each 
year by this lovely 
season.  I just expe-
rienced a couple of 
those wonderful 
days while camping 

with dear friends at Willis Knob.  The trails, while 
muddy in places, were in very good shape, thanks 
to the recent hard work done by Back Country 
Horsemen of America, CTHA and other volunteer 
organizations.  Those determined and hardworking 
folks are greatly appreciated.  Without them, our 
trial system would suffer greatly and possibly even 
disappear. 
 
   While we love to see fall arrive, it also signals 
the time for GERL to begin to prepare for an in-
crease in requests for our help.  We know from 
long years of experience that the disappearance of 
summer forage, will bring hunger to many horses.  
We think that we are ready.  As in years past, we 
continue to work very hard to raise money in vari-
ous ways.  We also continue to receive generous 
donations from many caring people. It always 
warms our hearts to find donations, some small, 
some large, included with new and renewal mem-
berships.  Some of our members and benefactors 
send money every month! 
 
   Our largest fund raiser for the year is the annual 
Rescue Challenge.  By the time you read this, the 
2015 Challenge will be history but work will have 
already begun in preparation for 2016.  There are 
many people involved in making that special event 
a success.  Some have worked all year preparing 
for the big day.  The opening ceremonies drill team 
has practiced for months.  The six trainers who 

have so graciously given of their time, talent, and 
energy, have worked with their GERL rescue hors-
es through the hottest and most humid and misera-
ble part of Georgia’s year.  Auction items have 
been secured and many volunteers have agreed to 
help in a number of ways.  GERL was very fortu-
nate to secure three very prestigious judges to 
oversee the performance and decide which trainer 
accomplished the most over the time they spent 
with their rescue horse.  Every one of these folks 
are making a difference for the poor horses that are 
facing hunger this coming winter. 
 
   Trail rides are popular as a way for individuals 
and families to enjoy friends, their horses and each 
other.  The GERL Poker Ride at Dawson Forest 
will take place on November 7th. this year.  We 
very proudly designate this ride to honor the 
memory and life of Andee Rogers, a founding 
member of GERL and true friend to horses and 
many of us who will always miss her.  Traditional-
ly, the GERL Poker Ride is held in early spring but 
this year, long weeks of torrential rains made the 
trails unsafe so the event was postponed.  I think 
we are going to enjoy holding the ride in Novem-
ber.  Who knows, it may become a permanent fall 
fund raiser!  If you have never attended a GERL 
Poker Ride, we want you to know that this one will 
be very special.  Even if you don’t have a horse, or 
care to bring it, come on over to Dawson Forest 
and help out or just enjoy the wonderful lunch we 
will provide and visit. 

A Note from the Secretary’s Desk 
by Anne Ensminger 
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    Well, the children of Banks County Elementary 
needed to see something to do with horses on their 
career day that was held Friday, May 15th, so I vol-
unteered to head up the show! It was nice having a 2 
hour drive as I had time to get my thoughts together 
on what to say to these little munchkins and dream 
up possible questions they might have! I wasn’t even 
close to some of the things they asked! I got there in 
time to set up my table with the GERL board in the 
back parking lot of the elementary school sand-
wiched in between a large animal vet and the Banks 
County Police! I couldn’t have felt more comforta-
ble! The school provided donuts and coffee for the 
volunteers and were very, very hospitable- thank you 
Erin Davis who put the whole thing together for the 
kids at very short notice! There were only about 10 career booths. I wish the kids had more to be exposed to. 
Well, the kids came through the parking lot class by class, stopping at each booth asking questions and to see 
what kind of things you had to give out! I have some great ideas for next year!!!! As most people of all ages 
love horses, the children and teachers were very interested in the stories behind the pictures I had displayed. I 
think they really realized what a volunteer is and how you don’t have to get paid all the time if you really 
love something such as horses and you can give of your time and energy to help them. It was a fast 4 hours 
and everyone knows how much I love kids, I had a blast! Years ago my kids were raised behind a GERL 
booth!!! 

   My name is Cynthia Brayton and I am the Area Coordinator for Henry and Rock-
dale Counties. I joined GERL after rescuing three horses from a barn that had no 
water, hay or decent stalls. I realized it was time to me to get involved in this very 
worthwhile and important mission of making the public aware of the growing prob-
lem of inadequate horse care in Georgia. The task of educating people about the 
proper care of a horse is foremost. 
    I started riding when I was five years old. My older sister owned a horse and let 
me sit on Cheyenne and be led around. I was hooked on horses and have owned 
several so far. Currently Leaper (born on 2/29/2000) is my 12 year old quarter 
horse mare. She has been referred to as the Drama Queen but she is a sweetheart. 
My passion for horses led me to become a certified equine massage therapist and I 
have been referred to as the lady who puts horses to sleep. I find the whole experi-
ence of horse massage very relaxing and peaceful for me and the horse.  
   GERL is an amazing organization and promotes a family environment. I find myself surrounded by kindred 
spirits who love horses. This is an organization I believe in because continually I see positive results as a team 
we strive to address the needs of horses that have been neglected and abandoned throughout Georgia. 
 
Cynthia Brayton 
leaper12@hotmail.com 
(678) 490-6266 

Area Coordinator Spotlight  -  Cynthia Brayton 

Kim Trahan Goes to Banks County 
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Remember Captain Jack? 
 
Remember Captain Jack?  He was adopted by Rose Dormio a 
few years back and his name is now Jackson.  Rose keeps in 
touch with GERL and sends us updates on Jackson, periodical-
ly.  We love hearing from our adoptive parents! 

GERL, 
I'm sending you a photo of my sweet boy, Jackson. He is now 6 
yrs old, full grown & 15.1 hands. Such a sweet boy.  
 
Thanks,   
Rose Dormio  

GERL member, Daniella Tomaselli, turned 15, recently, 

and she requested donations to GERL in lieu of gifts at 

her birthday party.  Daniella was able to collect $340.00 

dollars that will be put to good use caring for horses.  A 

GERL poster board was displayed at her birthday party, 

as well as some newsletters.  Daniella hopes her gift will 

also encourage future donations. 

Thank You, Daniella! 
What a nice thing to do.  Happy Birthday! 
The GERL Board 

A Birthday Party to Benefit GERL 

   Lynne Robinson, Tamma Trump, Linda Kundell and Patty Livingston recently attended a 
two-day Animal Law Source Conference in downtown Atlanta.  There were over 250 at-
tendees consisting of law enforcement, lawyers, judges, animal control agents, rescue or-

ganizations and other interested par-
ties.  Guest speaker for the event was 
Victoria Stilwell, world renowned dog 
trainer. 
 
   It was also an opportunity to give 
recognition to winners of an award 
where outstanding work in the indus-
try is recognized.  GERL President, 
Patty Livingston, was one of four re-
cipients of the award. 

GERL Members Attend Animal Law Source Conference 

Lynne Robinson, Linda Kundell, Victoria Stilwell,  
Patty Livingston and Tamma Trump  Patty Livingston was  

recognized for her efforts.  
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    August 15th was the date of the Georgia Department of Agri-
culture’s Equine Division horse auction.  There were twelve 
horses on the roster that, hopefully, would be going to their 
“forever home” today.  It was a pretty day and a nice crowd of 
folks were starting to gather around the area outside the barn 
where the Pulaski Prison inmates were starting to warm up the 
horses. 
 
   With the help of 
our wonderful 
volunteers, we got 
the flea market, t-
shirt sales and 
snack area set up 
prior to the start 
of the auction.   
People had time 
to shop at our flea 
market before the 
auction started, 
which was nice 
since we hoped not to have to drag the stuff back home with us.   
 
   Mickey kicked off the auction at ten-o-clock sharp and the 
excitement began.  It was another mystifying auction where we 
saw good, rideable horses get returned to their stalls because 
they didn’t receive a bid.  Unbelievable!  All of us volunteers 
were shaking our heads in disbelief and disappointment.  We 
just didn’t have enough buyers in the crowd, that was obvious, 
but it was rumored that many of the people who were there, 
where there to buy one particular horse.  And, that particular 
horse did bring a good price.  I guess that is how many people 
think… “if I can’t have that horse, I’m not buying a horse to-
day” attitude.  The inmates were particularly disappointed and I 

can sympathize.  Here, they’ve put in hours with these horses, 
getting them ready for auction; no telling what challenges stood 
in their way. As we all know, these horses often come into this 
program with all kinds of “baggage”.   
 
   I quickly gave myself a “pep-talk” to get my attitude where it 
needed to be.  “Don’t concentrate on the ones that didn’t sell, be 
thankful for the ones that did”.  That is the attitude we all must 
remember if we’re going to remain in the business of horse res-
cue.  It is a continuous cycle that we all witness about every 3 or 
four months. 
 
   In the end, nine of the horses were sold and went on to their 
new homes, making room for the next neglected horse.   
BIG thanks to our volunteers who helped out:  Kim and Rod 

Trahan, Mickey Farmer (the world’s BEST auctioneer), Cynthia 

Anderson, Rebecca Gimenez, Susie Bond, Caley Coots and 

Josephine Coots. 

GDA Horse Auction at Mansfield – August 2015 
By Patty Livingston 

The Pulaski inmates warming up the 
horses before the auction.  

Adriane Cook, Jeannette Smith and Jessie Murray stand behind 
the  Registration desk where bidders check-in and get  

their bid numbers. 

Kim Trahan, Cynthia Anderson, Susie Bond, Adriane Cook and 
Patty Livingston; Back row: Mat Thompson  

and Rebecca Gimenez  Cynthia Anderson manned the snack bar  
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We at GERL want 

to thank Danielle 

Ayan of Eye-On-
Images for the won-

derful pictures that 

we have been using 

from last year’s 

Rescue Challenge.  

In fact, the picture 

of the winner from 

last year that we’ve 

used for our 2015 

Challenge flyer was 

taken by Danielle.  

Please remember 

our supporters if 

you are in the mar-

ket for a photogra-

pher in the future.   

BIG THANKS to  
EYE-ON-IMAGES PHOTOGRAPHY 

   Baily arrived at L & Ce stables after a 2 mile walk. That’s 
because there was no way this girl was getting into a trail-
er.  Ansley and I figured that since she lived on a long rope, 
there is no fencing on the property and it's on a busy road we 
would walk her back to my farm.  Seemed like a good idea at 
first.  It's was about 93 degrees out and it was at 2:30pm.  The 
walk was only about 2 miles so heck we thought it would be a 
cake walk.  Well, Bailey, who has never been even halter 
broke, walked like a champ although she was getting very tired 
since she has never ever been able to walk that far.  Ansley and 
I both had lead lines on her and my husband, Lou, followed us 
in the truck.   
   We at long last made it to the farm with our legs shaking and 
sweating like I have never sweat before.  I put Bailey in her 
paddock and the look on her face was priceless.  All this green 
grass and no rope tired around her neck. She still looks around 
to find her rope.  We gave her a few minutes to get her bear-
ings; then I gave her a nice hosing and cleaned up her nasty 
gash on her shoulder.  It took her no time to find her water and 
take a nice refreshing drink; something she hasn't had in a very 
long time.  When dinner was served she just stood there and 
looked at me, but within a minute or so she dropped her head 

down and found her feed bucket and some nice alfalfa and oat 
hay.  She also let me apply a much needed dose of fly 
spray.  For all that she has been through I'm over the moon hap-
py with her acceptance of all the fussing I have done with 
her.  Bailey, in time, is going to make some lucky person a 
great horse!  As soon as she heals and puts on some much need-
ed weight she will be up for adoption through the Georgia Eq-
uine Rescue League.. 

Bailey's Story 
By CeCe Calli 

 

www.EquineOnlineSupply.com 

1000’s of items! 

5% OFF with Code (GERLn5) 
Good Through December 31, 2015 

The Premier Horse 

 Tack & Gift Store 

Mens/Ladies 

Spurs & Straps 

Saddles 

Rider Safety 

Fashion Headstalls 

Jewelry / Watches 
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   All of the horses at the Georgia Dept. of Agriculture's 
Mansfield equine impound  will really appreciate the pal-
let of Seminole alfalfa hay cubes that were donated to 
GERL by Seminole Feed.  Also, thanks to Bar G Horse & 
Cattle in Bishop for receiving and helping to load the 
truck.   This is John Moore (part-time GDA), Susie Bond 
& Bob Cooper ( 2 Thursday GDA volunteers), and Jessie 
Murray, (GDA inspector. Not pictured), who unloaded 
the pallet of cubes when they got back to the impound.  
Thanks so much to Seminole Feed!  Please go to their 
Facebook page and click on "Like" to let them know how 
much they are appreciated! 

   GERL President, Patty Livingston, was recently contacted by Beth Stelzleni, 
M.S., PAS, Nutritionist, for Seminole Feed & Seminole Wellness, about a dona-
tion of some damaged/torn bags of alfalfa cubes.  Patty responded to Beth right 
away and let her know that GERL would love to receive some of the donated 
cubes.  It just so happens that GERL has recently brought in four horses that are 
all in various stages of rehab due to their extreme weight loss at the hands of 
their previous owners.  In fact, Patty has two such stallions at her farm that she is 
fostering for GERL right now, so the email from Beth was a welcome sight. 
It is very expensive to rehab a horse and it takes 3 to 4 months to restore them to 
an acceptable body score.  We rehab with senior feed, which is typically more 
expensive.  This is always an extra expense to GERL, but it is what we do. 
 
   Patty reached out to GERL’s Foster and Adoption Coordinator, CeCe Calli, 
and let her know about the donation and asked her to notify her foster homes 
and ask if any of them were interested in receiving some of the alfalfa cubes.  
Five different fosters, including a couple of the trainers who are participating in 
GERL’s Rescue Challenge, notified Patty to make arrangements to pick up some of the cubes.  Patty also called Jessie 
Murray, the barn manager at the Georgia Dept. of Agriculture’s (GDA) Mansfield impound to see if they could use one 
of the pallets for their horses.  Jessie was very excited about the donation and agreed to go to Bar G and pick up the 
cubes the following week. 
 
    Beth made arrangements to have 3 pallets of the alfalfa cubes delivered to Bar G Horse & Cattle feed store in Bishop 
and Patty drove over on the pre-arranged date and picked up a pallet for distribution.  Below are pictures of the nice 
folks at Bar G who loaded the cubes; and Nancy and Jordon Faulconer picking up the cubes for their GERL foster 
horses. 
 
    For those of you who didn’t know, this is the second time that Seminole 
Feed has donated to GERL.  They are very generous to GERL and our horse 
community and we want to let them know how much we appreciate them.  So, 
could we ask everybody reading this to go to Seminole Feed’s Facebook and 
“Like” them and perhaps even leave a comment letting them know how much 
their kindness and support are appreciated?   
 
Thank YOU, Seminole Feed! 
The Georgia Equine Rescue League 
G.E.R.L. 

	Nancy	and	Jordon	Faulconer	picking	up	

alfalfa	cubes	donated	by	Seminole/ed	

BIG THANKS TO SEMINOLE FEED! 

Bar G Horse & Cattle helped out by re-
ceiving the alfalfa cubes  



27  

   On Tuesday, September 15, I was honored to once 
again be invited to speak to the Kel-Mac Saddle Club 
monthly meeting in Athens.  It was the meeting just 
before the GERL Rescue Challenge. This club, com-
prised of horse loving individuals and families, has 
long been a huge financial supporter of our mission.  
Each year they want to hear about our plans for both 
the upcoming Stallion to Gelding Day (held in No-
vember of each year), and the Rescue Challenge, two 
of my favorite subjects.  Kel-Mac has hugely support-
ed GERL’s Stallion to Gelding Program for several 
years.  They hold a deep understanding of how this 
program fits into the very important “Get Well Plan” 
designed to, in time, end the widespread equine abuse 
that we encounter much too often in Georgia. 
 
  As always, the members bought my, and Miss Anne’s meal at Ryan’s, where they generally meet, and were 
very gracious and anxious to learn of GERL’s activities.  Many Kel-Mac members are also GERL members 
and fill key volunteer roles in both organizations.  
 
  I spoke mainly about the upcoming GERL Rescue Challenge event and surprised everyone by showing them 
the new video for the Rescue Challenge that I had just gotten made.  It was an upbeat video that showcased the 
winner of last year's Challenge, as well as all of the Judges, trainers and horses in this year's event. 
 
  I love to speak to groups who have a genuine interest in my passion for horses in need and I appreciate very 
much, their questions and the encouragement I receive each time we meet.  My sincere thanks to Kel-Mac Sad-
dle Club, both for inviting me to speak and for their continuing financial and “sweat equity” support of GERL. 

Kel-Mac Saddle Club 
By Patty Livingston 

 
   I have acquired some new GERL merchandise.  We have new T-shirts and new sweat shirts.  The fall sea-
son usually demands sweat shirts.  The shirts are loaded in the trailer and ready to go at a moment’s notice.  
 
   I just realized recently that my GERL shirt is looking a little rough.  Well, not a little rough – really very 
rough.  Stains (manure), rips (gate), faded (I’ve washed that sucker so many times that I can’t count that 
high) and blood, (well, sometimes I bleed a little bit - let me count the times!). That seems normal for anyone 
who keeps horses.  I have made myself a promise to buy some of the new shirts.  The problem is that I can’t 
decide which ones I want.   Maybe I’ll buy one of each and that will solve my problem!  I hope that I see 
many of you at the Andee Rogers Memorial Poker Ride at Dawson Forest on November 7th.  I am hoping 
for perfect weather and that I come home needing to order more merchandise!   

The Merchandise Lady is Busy 
By Linda Kundell 
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WELCOME NEW GERL MEMBERS 
        New Member                                             Referred By                              From 

 

If you have any questions about when you need to renew, contact:   
Lynne Robinson: lynne@gerlltd.org or 404-435-5746 

Donations  

• Dr. and Mrs. Stephen J. Gould 
• Flohr Family Foundation 
• Christopher Gregory and Susan Futrelle-Gregory 
• Joseph and Judean Drescher 
• Peggy Paris 
• Lisa Casey 
• Bonnie Lavoie 
• Sherry Massey 
• Linda Kundell 
• Meghan Cameron 
• Justine Peddle 
• Dawn Cason 
• Sally Raczkowski 
• Hal Wyche Greer 
• Dick and Nancy Mittendorf 
• Tim Hoon 
• Debbie Ferrell 

• Cheryl Medders 
• Whit Payne 
• Rosa Allen 
• Ronnie Pesserilo 
• Pamela Deal 
• Mary Woodworth 
• Pamela White 
• Sarah Dillon 
• Charlene Hilgenberg 
• Carolyn Brown 
• Robin Mead 
• Howard Perofsky, M.D. 
• Karen Johnson 
• Shirley Guhl 
• Daniella Tomaselli 
• Lily Page 

Tex Finley 
Dr. and Mrs. Stephen J Gould 

Cheryl Hecht 
Michael Hoffer 
Tracy Holly 
Barbara Hutson 
Tracy & Paul Kilpatrick 
Nina Kloss 
Kim Kosciusko 
Lauren Langford 
Jenny Liedberg 
Erma McClain 
Jordan B Mitchell 
Tina New 
Lily Page 
Sherri Sharpe 
Victoria Slusher 
Laurie Underwood & Family 
Debbie Vidzes 
Lisa Williamson, DVM 

Randall Zaic 

GERL 
GERL 
Tracy Masters 

Sandy Stephenson 
Winner of Drawing 

Sandy Stephenson 
Aimee Vaughn 
GERL 
Teresa Day 
Carl Stricklin 

GERL 
Ray Ziebell 

GERL 
GERL 
Phyllis Bowen 

GERL 
GERL 
Jenny Fox 

GERL 
GERL 

Joan Hall 

Lawrenceville 
Atlanta 
Marietta 

Dahlonega 
Alto 

Dawsonville 
Hampton 
Athens 

Monroe 
Temple 

Colbert 
Dahlonega 
Loganville 

Kingston 
Winder 
Macon 

Lawrenceville 
Grovetown 

Dahlonega 
Bogart 
East Point 
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Renewals due for  November 

Renewals due for October 

Nicole  Beyer 
Nancy  Bogardts 
Christine  Brubaker 
Susan  Bruno 
Susie  Cottongim 
Dayle  Faulkner 
Pamela  Forry 
Dylan  Gazaway 
Becky  Gregory 
Pat & Hugh  Hester 
Debora  Hines 
Connie   Hogan & Family 
Jim  Holland 
Margarita  Ireland 
Amanda  Johnson 
Tiffany  Lewis 

Katie  Maddox 
Lisa  Morris 
Lisa  Muffley 
Tina  Mulvihill 
Doug & Sandy  Mundrick 
Jessie  Murray 
Ansley  Parker 
Don  Parsons & Family 
Annette  Raybon 
Natalie  Smith 
Jerry & Kay  Titlow 
Kim and Rod  Trahan 
Riley  Tucker 
Sue  Vetsch 
Mickie  Warren 
Lynn  Williams 

Diane Joy  Adams 
Christine  Altizer 
Aline  Anderson 
Natalie  Baddour 
Hank  Bell 
William & Jill  Berman & Family 
Gary & Georgia  Bower 
Rich & Sue  Chalmers 
Barbara  Clark 
Clare  Connell 
Ed & Sandra  Creel 
Danielle  Crist 
Ben & Yvonne  Daniels 
John & Teresa  Day 
Barbara  Decker 
Jacqueline  Derrick 
Eileen  Driscoll 
Jennifer  Elder & Family 
Richard & Mary Beth  Ellis 
Christine  Garrett 
Linda  Gettle 
Rebecca  Gimenez 
Eric  Gray 
Marie  Greer 
Kelly  Harbison 
Elizabeth  Harris 

Melanie  Herron 
Stephanie  Hutcherson 
Alison  Ibsen 
Carole  Kline 
Amy   Lathi 
Rosalee & Sandy  Loudon 
Greg & Cindy  Masey & Family 
Stacey  McCoy 
Diana  McEntyre 
Joan  McGinley 
Jean  Nash 
Sheila  Ogle 
Danielle  Perry 
Devon  Pfeifer 
Denise  Schmidt 
Samantha  Schrader 
Deborah  Stewart & Family 
Brian  Strange 
Darcy  Sun 
Amanda  Tinkle 
Paul & Cheryl  Turner 
Susan  Webster 
Laurie  Wilder 
Lisa  Wilson 
Jan  Wilson & GoKart Bailey 
Krista   Wright 

Linda & Hoyt   Bruce 
Tedd & Susan  Bryant 
Suzanne  Hanks 
Kathryn  Idzik 
Rosmarie  Kelly 
Mac  Kendrick 
Ed & Sara  Merritt 
Wayne & Sophie   Riggs 
Michael & Carrie  Russell 
Lenore  Threlkeld 

Renewals due for December 

The note below is from GDA Inspector/
Mansfield Barn Manager, Jessie Murray, 
who handles the job of keeping every-
thing running: 
 
Dear GERL, 
 

Just wanted to say thanks for getting the part we 
needed for the tractor at Mansfield.  Tom has  
finished fixing it.  Just wanted to send you this picture 
of Tom washing all the dust and dirt off. 
 
Thank you again. 
~Jess 

GERL Maintains 
 the Tractor at Mansfield 
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 GERL Stallions to 
Gelding Program. 

Stallions Gelded 
To Date By 

GERL:   

620 

Thank you for donating to the 
“Feed a Horse” Program 

John Lynn 
Erik Wittenzellner 

� Ree Hilley Masters by Tracy Masters 

� Ree Hilley Masters by Cheryl Hecht 

� Jerry Anderson of McDonough, GA                        

by Edie Leverette 
� Lynn Harris Monis by Patricia and Larry Ross 

� Lynn Harris Monis by Elaine and Randal Bishoff 

� Lynn Harris Monis by Jan Davis 

� Lynn Harris Monis by Beth Hamrick 

� Dr. Rick Hinton by Debra V idzes 

� Tandy by Gloria English 

� Ellie by Judy Sophianopoulos 

� Betty Simmons, mother of Denise Haas by Cator 

Hartley, Serenity Creek Equestrian Center 
� For Valerie Puryear’s dog Max by Marian Finco 

In Honor of 

Patti Henry 

Stallion-Gelding Thank You 

In Memory of 

� Daniella Tomaselli by Dante & Claudia, Dante III 

Tomaselli 
� Daniella Tomaselli by Holly and Seven Keith Bald-

win 
� Daniella Tomaselli by James Lester 

� Daniella Tomaselli by Sherri Cash 

� Daniella Tomaselli by Tessie Henry 

� Daniella Tomaselli by Mojisola Esho 

� Daniella Tomaselli by Heather Woods 

� Charlene Hilgenberg by Carolyn Brown 

 GDA and Other Updates 
 
For those of you who like to know where GERL 
spends your donated dollars, below is an update since 
our last quarterly newsletter: 
 

� GERL paid $ 3,514 for feed for the Mansfield 

Impound for the current quarter. 

� GERL paid $ 3,394 for vet care for horses at the 

Mansfield Impound for the current qtr. 

� GERL paid $ 543 for feed for the Lee Arrendale 

Prison Impound for this quarter. 

� GERL spent $ 7,453 on our foster horses during 

this quarter. 
 

“Hold up, Jesse… I better pull over. 
My CHECK HORSE light just came on.” 
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BUSINESS CARD ADS 

 

REACH THOUSANDS OF POTENTIAL CUSTOMERS! 
ADVERTIZE YOUR BUSINESS HERE! 

Coverage in quarterly Newsletter, year round  
exposure on our website! 

 
 

Yearly Ad Rates:  
Business Card Ad: $75.00 
1/4 Page: $125.00 
1/3 Page: $150.00 
1/2 Page: $175.00 
Full Page $300.00 

Contact: 
Lynne Robinson 
lynne@gerlltd.org 
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Georgia Equine Rescue League 
PO Box 328 
Bethlehem, GA 30620 
(770) 464-0138 
www.gerlltd.org 

With Your Help … We Will Make A Difference! 

 
 
 
 
New Member:  __________  Renewal:  __________                Date:__________________ 
 
Name:  ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City / State / Zip:  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
County: ________________________________  
 
Phone (home#): _______________________________  (cell#): ______________________________ 
 
E-mail Address: ___________________________________________ Referred by:  _____________ 
 
_______ I am a horse owner 
 
_______ Although I do not own a horse, I would like to support the GERL 
 
_______ I am interested in becoming a GERL Foster Home 
 
_______ I am interested in becoming a GERL fundraising event volunteer 
 
Annual membership dues are: 
 
$35.00 Family _______  $25.00 Single  ________ $15.00 Junior (12 & under)_______ Age: _______ 
 
$50.00 Club, Organization or Business________ $1000.00 Lifetime ________ 
 
Misc. Donation: _____________ 
 
In Honor of___________________________   for the amount of $ __________________  
 
In Memory of _________________________   for the amount of $ __________________ 

 
Make check payable to: GERL 

Mail to:  GERL - P.O. Box 328 - Bethlehem, GA 30620 

PRST STD 
US POSTAGE PAID 

PERMIT #1037 
STONE MOUNTAIN, GA 
  

“As a convenience you can renew your membership on our website using PayPal @ http://www.gerlltd.org” 

 
Certified 501(c)3 with the State of Georgia 


